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Peregrine Pickle. | 


CHAP. LXXIX, 


Peregrine arrrves at: the garifon, where he re- 
cerves the laff admmitions of Commedore Trun- 
nion, who next day refizns his breath, and is 

- burted-aceording to bis own direétions. Some 
gentlemen.in the country make a fruitlefs attempt 
to accomnmdate matters betwixt Mr. Gamailiel 
Pickle and-bis ehdé/?_fon. 


BOUT four o'clock inthe morning our 
A hero arrived at the garifon, where he 
* found his generous uncle in extremity, 
fupported in bed, by Julia on one fide, and lieu- 
tenant Hatchway. on the other ;_ while Mr. Jolter 
adminiftered {pirieual- confolation to his foul, ried 
Vow III. B 
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between whiles comforted Mrs. Truntrion, who, 


with her maid, fat by the fire; weeping with ; 


great decorum; the phyfician-having ..juft. taken 
his jaft fee, and retired, after pronouncing the 


fatal prognoftic, in which he anxioufly wifhed . 


he might not be miftaken.  . - 
Though the commodore’s fpeech was inter- 


rupted by a violent hiccup, he ftill retained the . 
ufé of his ferifes ; and when’Peregrine approach- ~ 


ed, ftretched out his-hand with manifeft figns of 
fatisfaction. ‘The young gentleman, whofe heart 
. overflowed with gratitude and affe€tion, could 
not behold fuch a fpectacle, unmoved. He en- 
deavoured to conceal his tendernefs, which in 
the wildnefs of his youth, and in the pride of 
his difpofition, he confidered as a derogation from 
his manhood ; but, in fpite of all his endeavours, 
the tears gufhed from his eyes, while he kiffed 
the old man’s hand; and he was fo utterly dX- 
concerted by his grief, that when he attempted 
to fpeak, his tongue denied its office: fo that 
ahe commodore, perceiving his diforder, made a 
la@ effort of ftrength, and confoled him in thefe 
words: ** Swab the fpray from your bow/fprit, 
my good lad, and coil up your fpirits. You myft 
not let the top-lifts of your heart give way, be- 
caufe you fee me ready to go down at thefe years; 
many a better man has foundered before he has 
made half my way; thof I truft, by the mercy 
of God, I fhall be fure in port ina very few 
glafles, and faft moored in a moft bleffed ri- 
ding: for my good friend Jolter hath overhaul 


the journal of my fins; and by the obfervation. 
he hath taken of the ftate of my foul, I hope I: 


fhall happily conclude my voyage, and be brought 
up in the latitude of heaven. Here has been a 
doctor 


Ly 
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do€tor that wanted to ftow me chock-full of phy- 
fic; but, when a man’s hour is come, what fig- 
nifies his taking his departure with a ’pothecary’s 
fhop in his hold? ‘Thofe fellows come along 
fide of dying men, like the meflengers of the ad- 
miralty with failing orders: but, I told him as 
how | could flip my cable without his direction 
or affiftance, and fo he hauled off in dudgeon. 
This curfed hiccup (damnation feize it) makes 
fuch a rippling in the current of my.fpeech, that 
_mayhap you don’t underftand what I fay.. Now, 
while the fucker of my wind-pump will go, I 
would willingly mention a few things, which I 
hope you will fet down in the log-book of your 
remembrance, when I am ftiff,.d’ye fee. There’s 
your aunt fitting whimpering by the fire, I defire 
you will keep her tight, warm, and eafy in her 
‘old age; fhe’s'an honeft heart in her own way, 
and thof fhe goes a little crank and humourfome, 
‘by being often over-ftowed with Nantz and re- 
ligion, fhe has been a faithful fhip-mate to me, 
and I dare fay never turned in with another man, 
fince we firft embarked in the fame bottom. 
Jack Hatchway, you. know the trim of her as 
‘well as e’er a man in England, and I believe fhe 
has a kindnefs for you; ‘whereby, if you two 
will grapple in the way of. matrimony, when I 
am gone, I dofuppofe, that my godfon, for love 
of me, will allow you to live in the garifon all 
the days of your life.’’ 

Peregrine affured him, he would with plea- 
fure comply with any requeft he fhould make, in 
behalf of two perfons whom he efteemed fo 
much; and the lieutenant, with a waggith fneery 
which even the gravity of the fituation could not 
prevent, thanked them both for their good. will, 

: B 2 telling 
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telling the commodore, he was obliged to him 
for his friendfhip, in feeking to premete him to 
the command of a veflel. which he himfelf ‘had 
wore out in the fervice: that notwithftanding, 
he fhould be content to take charge of her, tho” 
he could not help being fhy of coming after fuch 

an able navigator. 7 
Trunnion, exhaufted as he was, fmiled at this 
fally, and ater fome paufe, refumed his admo- 
nitions in this manner: ** I need not talk of 
Pipes, becaufe I know you will do for him, without 
my recommendation ; the fellow has failed with 
me in many a hard gale, and 1’ll warrant him as 
ftout a feaman as ever fet face to the weather : 
but I hope you will take care of the reft of my 
crew, and not difrate them after I am dead, in 
favour of new followers. A\s for that young wo- 
man, Ned Gauntlet’s daughter, 1 am informed 
as how {fhe is an excellent wench, and has a re- 
fpect for you; whereby, if you run her on board 
bn an unlawful way, I leave my curfe upon you, 
and truft you will never profper in the voyage of 
life: but, I believe you are more of an honeft 
man, than to behave fo -much hike apirate. JI 
beg of all love, you wool take care of your con- 
ftitution, and beware of running foul of harlots, 
who are no better than fo many ‘mermaids, that 
fit upon rocks in the fea, and hang out a fair 
face for the deftru€tion of paflengers ; thof I muft 
fay, for my own part, I never met with any of 
thofe fweet fingers, and yet Ihave gone to fea 
for the {pace of thirty years. But, howfomever, 
fteer your courfe clear of all fuch brimftone 
bitches; fhun going to law as you would fhun 
the devil, and jook upon all attornies as devour- 
ing fharks, or ravenous fifh of prey. As foon 
28 
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as the breath is out of my body, let minute guns 
be fired, till Iam fafe under ground: I would 
alfo be buried in the red jacket I had on, when 
I boarded and took the Renummy, Let my pi- 
ftols, cutlafs, and pocket-compafs be laid in the 
-coffin along with me. Let me be carried to the 
:grave by my own men, dreffed in the black caps 
and white fhirts which my barge’s crew were 
wont to wear; and they muft keep a good look- 
out, that none of your pilfering rapfcallions may 
come and heave me up again, for the lucre of 
what they can get, until my carcafe is belayed by 
atomb-ftone. As for the motto, or what you 
call it, I leave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who 
are fcholars ; but I do defire, that it may not be 
-ingraved in the Greek or Latin lingos, and much 
lefs in the French, which I abominate, but in - 
plain Englifh, that when the angel comes to pipe 
all hands at the great day, he may know that I 
.am a Britifh man, and fpeak to me in my mother 
tongue. And now I have no more to fay, but 
.God in heaven have mercy upon my foul, and 
fend you all fair weather, whercfoever you are 
bound.” So faying, he regarded every indivi- 
dual around him with a look of complacency, 
and clofing his eye, compofed himfelf to reft, 
-while the whole audience (Pipes himfelf not ex- 
cepted) were melted with forrow; and Mrs. 
Trunnion confented to quit the room, that fhe 
might not be expofed to the unfpeakable anguifh 
of feeing him expire. : 
His laft moments, however, were not fo near 
as they imagined ; he began to dofe, and enjoyed 
{mall intervals of eafe, till next day in the afcer- 
noon; during which remiffions, he was heard 
to pour forth many ake ejaculations, a aa 
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his hope, that, for all the heavy-cargo of hisfins, —- 


he fhould be able to furmount ‘the foothook- 
fhrouds of defpair, and get aloftto the crofs-treas 


of God’s good favour. At laft, his voice funk _ 


fo low, as not to be diftinguifhed ; and having 
lain about an hour, almoft without any percep- 
tible figns of life, he gave up the ghoft, with a 
groan which anounced his deceafe. 

Julia was no fooner certified of this melan- 
choly event, than fhe ran to her aunt’s:chamber, 
weeping aloud; and immediately a very decent 
concert was performed by the good widow and 
her attendants. Peregrine and Hatchway re- 


tired till the corpfe fhould be laid out ; and Pipes — 


having furveyed the body, with a face of rueful 
- attention, ** Well fare thy foul! old Hawfer 
Trunnion, (faid he) man and boy Uhave known 
thee thefe five and thirty years, and fure a truer 
heart never broke bifcuit. Many a hard gale 
haft thou weathered ; but now thy fpells are all 
over, and thy hull fairly laid up. A better com- 
mander I’d never defire to ferve; and who-knows 
but I may help to fet up:thy flanding rigging in.an- 
ether world ?” | 

Als the fervants of the houfe were affected with 


the lofs of their old mafter, and the poor people | 
in the neighbourhood aflembied at the gate, and - 
by repeated howlings expreffed their forrow for — 


the death of their charitable benefactor. Pere- 
grine, though he felt every thing which love and 
gratitude could infpire on this occafion, was not 
fo much overwhelmed with affliction, as to be 
incapable of taking the marmagement of the fa- 
mily into his own hands. He gave dire€tions 
about the funeral with great difcretion, after 
having paid the compliments of condolance to 

his. 
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his aunt, whom he confoled with the affurance 
‘of his inviolable-efteem and affection. He or- 
dered fuits of mourning to be made for every 
‘perfon in the garifon, and invited all the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen to the burial, not even ex- 
cepting his father and brother Gam, who did not, 
however, honour the ceremony with their pre- 
fence ; nor was his mother humane enough to 
vifit her fifter-in-law in her diftrefs. 7 
In the method of interment, the commodore’s 
injunctions. were obeyed to a tittle; and at the 
fame time our ‘hero made a donation of fifty 
pounds to the poor of the parifh, as a benefac- 
tion which his uncle had forgot to bequeath. 
Having performed thefe obfequies with the moft 
pious punctudlity, he examined the will, to 
which there was no addition fince x had been firft 
executed, adjufted the payment of all the legacies, 
and being.fole executor, took an account of the 
eftate to which ‘he had fucceeded, and which, 
after all dedu€&tions, amounted to thirty thoufand 
pounds. The polfeffion of fuch a fortune, of 
which he was abfolute mafter, did not at all con- 
tribute to the humiliation of his fpirit, but in- 
fpired him with new ideas of grandeur and mag- 
nificence, and elevated his hope to the higheft 
pinnacle of expeCtation. | : 
His domettic affairs being fettled, he was -vi- 
‘fited by almoft all the gentlemen of ‘the county, 
who came to pay their compliments of congra- 
tulation, on his acceffion to the eftate ; and fome 
of them offered their good offices towards a re- 
-conciltation betwixt his father and him, ‘induced 
by the general deteftation which was entertained 
for his brother Gam, who'was by this time - 
looked upon by ‘his neighbours as a prodigyof 
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infolence and malice. Our young fquire thanked 
them for their kind propofal, which he accepted. ; 
and old Gamaliel, at their intreaties, feemed 
very well difpofed to an accommodation: but, 
as he would not venture to declare himfelf, before 
he had confulted his wife, that favourable difpe- 
fition was rendered altogether ineffe@tual, by the 
inftigations of that implacable woman ; and our 
hero refigned all expectation of being reunited 
to his father’s houfe. His brether, as ufual, took 
all opportunities of injuring his character, by 
falfe afperfions and ftories mifreprefented, in or- 
der to prejudice his reputation : nor was his fifter 
Julia fuffered to enjoy her good fortune in peace. 
Had he undergone fuch perfecution from an alien 
to his blood, the world would have heard of his 
revenge; but, notwithftanding his .indignation, 
‘he was too much tinétured by the prejudices of 
confanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment againft 
the fon of his-own parents ; and this confidera- 
tion abridged the term of his refidence at the ga- 
‘rifon, where he had propofed to ftay for fome 
‘months. 


CHAP EXXX. 


The young gentleman having fetiled bis domeftic af~ 
fairs, arrives in London, and fets upa gay 
equipage. He meets with Emilia, and ts in- 
troduced to her uncle. z 


IS aunt, at the earneft folicitation of Julia 
and her hufband, took up her quarters at 
the houfe of that affectionate kinfwoman, who 
made it her chief ftudy to comfort and cherifh 
the difconfolate widow ; and Jolter, in expecta- 
we ‘i tion 
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tion of the living, which was not yet vacant, re- 
mained in garifon, in quality of land-fteward 
upon our hero’s country-eftate. As for the lieu- 
tenant, our young gentleman communed with 
him, in a ferious manner, about the commo- 
dore’s propofal of his taking Mrs. ‘Trunnion to 
wife ; and Jack, being quite tired of the folitary 
fituation of a batchelor, which nothing but the 
: of his old commander could have er- 
abled him to fupport fo long, far from difcover- 
ing averfion to the match, obferved with an arch 
finile; that it was not the firft time he had com- 
manded a veffel in the abfence of Captain Trun- 
-nton 3; and therefore, if the widow was willing, 
he would chearfully ftand by’her helm, and, as 
he hoped the duty would not be of long conti- 
nuance, do his endeavour to fteer ‘her fafe mto 
the port, where the commodore might come on 
board, and take charge of her again. 

In ‘confequence of this declaration, it was dé- 
termimred that Mr. Hatchway fhould make his 
addrefles to Mrs. Trunnion, as foon as decency 
‘‘would-permit her to receive them; and Mr. Clo- 
ver and his wife promifed to exert their influence 
in his behalf. ‘Mean while, Jack was deftred to 
live at the caftle as ufual, and affured, that it 
fhould be put wholly in his poffeffion, as foon as 
he fhould be able to accomplifh this matrimonial 
{cheme. : i 
‘When Peregrine had -fettled all thefe points to 
his own fatisfaction, he took leave of all his 
friends, and repairing to the great city, purchafed 
a new chariot and horfes, put ‘Pipes and another 
lacquey into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings 
in Pall-mall, and made a moft remarkable ap 
pearance among people of fafhion. It was owing 
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to this equipage, and the gaiety of his perfonal 
‘deportment, that common fame, which is al- 


Ways a common liar, reprefented him as a young» 


gentleman who had juft fucceeded to an eftate of 
five thoufand pounds per annum, by the death of 
an uncle ; that he was intitled to an equal fortune 
at the deceafe of his own father, exclufive of 
two confiderable jointures, which would devolve 
upon him, at the demife of his mother and aunt. 
This report (falfe and ridiculous as it was) he 
could not find in his heart to contradict ; not but 
that he was forry to find himfelf fo mifrepre- 
fented : but his vanity would not allow him to 
take any ftep that might diminifh his importance 
in the opinion of thofe who courted his ac- 
quaintance, on the fuppofition that his circum- 
{tances were actually as affluent as they were faid 
tobe. Nay, fo much was he infatuated by this 
weaknefs, that he refolved to encourage the de- 
ception, by living up to the report ; and ac- 
cordingly, engaged in the moft expenfive parties 
of pleafure; believing, that before his prefent 
finances fhould be exhaufted, his fortune would 
be effectually made, by the perfonal accomplifh- 
ments he fhould have occafion to difplay to the 
beau monde, in the courfe of his extravagance. 
In a word, vanity and pride were the ruling foibles 
of our adventurer, who imagined himfelf fuffi- 


ciently qualified to retrieve his fortune in various — 


fhapes, ong before he could have any idea of 
want or difficulty. He thought he fhould have 
‘it in his power, at any time, to make prize of a 
rich heirefs, or opulent widow ; his ambition had. 
already afpired to the heart of a young handfome: 
duchefs dowager, to whofe acquaintance: he had 
found means to. be introduced: or, fhould: matri- 

i mony 
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stony chance to be unfuitable to his inclinations, 
he never doubted, that by the intereft he might. 
acquire among the nobility, he fhould be favoured 
with fome lucrative poft, that would amply re- 
compenfe him for the liberality of his difpofition. . 
There are many yourig men, who entertain the 
fame expeCtations, with half the reafon he had to 
be fo prefumptuous. — . : : 

In the midft of thefe chimerical calculations, 
his paffion for Emilia did not fubfide ; but, on 
the contrary, began to rage to fuch an inflam- 
mation of defire, that her: idea interfered with 
every other reflection, and abfolutely difabled him 
from profecuting the other lofty {chemes which 
his imagination had projeéted. He therefore laid 
down the honeft refolution of vifiting her in all the 
{plendor of his fituation, in order to praétife upon 
her virtue with all his art and addrefs, to the ut- 
moft extent of his influence and fortune. Nay, - 
{fo effectually had his guiky paffion abforb’d his 
principles of honour, confcience, humanity, and 
regard for the commodore’s laft words,, that he 
was bafe enough to rejoice at the abfence of his 
friend Godfrey, who being then with his regi- 
ment in Ireland, could not dive into his purpofe, - 
ne take meafures for fruftrating. his vicious 
rr ee ee ee a 
F raught with thefe heroic fentiments, he de- 
termined to fet out for Suffex in his chariot and . 
fix, attended by his valet de chambre and two 
feotmen. and as he was new fenfible, that in his 
Jaft effay he had .miftaken his cue, he determimed 
to change his battery, and fap the fortrefs, by 
the moft fubmiffive, foft, and infinuating beha- — 
viour. | ee 
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On the evening that preceded. this purpofed- 
expedition, he went into one:of the boxes: at the 
play-houfe;. as ufual, to fhew himfelf to the la- 
dies ; and in reconnoitring: the: company: through: 
agiafs,. (for no other reafon, but becaufe it was 
fathiomable:to. be purblind) perceived. his. miftrefs 
very. plainly drefied,. in:one of the feats above the 
flage, talking to another young: woman of a very: 
homely appearance: Though his heart beat the 
alarm wath the.utmof:impatience.at fight of his 
Emikas. he. was. for fome minutes deterred from 
obeying the impulfe of his love, by the prefence. 
of. {ome ladies.of fafhion, who, he feared, would 
think. the: worfe of him, fhould they fee him 
niakehis compliments in public to a perfon of 
herfigere: Nor would the violence of his incli- 
nation have fo far: prevailed over his pride, as:to 
lead: ham thither, had not he:recollected, that his 
quality - friends: would look upon her as.fome hand~ 
fome:Abegail, with whom he had an affair of gal- 
lantry, aad.of confequence gave him credit for 
the. intrigue. co 

Encouraged by this fuggeftion, he complied. 
with. the: dictates. of love,. and flew to the place 
where his charmser fat. His air and drefs.were . 
fo remarkable, that it was. almooft impoffible he 
fhould have efcaped the eyes of a curious ob- 
fecver, .efpeciatly as: he had chofen a tine for 
coming. in, wher his entrance could not fail to. 
attract the notice of the {fpectators ; I mean, when — 
the. whole: houfe was hufbed is attention to.the. 
‘nid adores: ‘on. the ftage. Emilia, therefore, 

ad porceived him at his:firft apprdach; fhe found 
hesfelf difcovered: by the direction of his glafs, 
and guefling his intention by his abrupt retreat 
from the box, fummoned all her fortitude to i 
aid, 
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aid, and prepared for his reception. .He advanced 
to her with an air of eagernefs and joy, tempered 
with modefty and refpeét, and expreffed his fa- 
tisfaCtion at feeing her, with a feeming reverence 
of regard. Though fhe was extremely well pleafed 
at this unexpected behaviour, fhe fuppreffed the 
emotions of her heart, and anfwered his compli- 
ments with affe€ted eafe and unconcern, fuch as 
might denote the good humour of a perfon who 
meets by accident with an indifferént acquaint 
ance. After having certified himfelf of her ¢éwn 
‘good health, he very kindly inquired abdut her 
mother and Mifs Sophy, gave her to underftand, 
that he had latcly been favoured witha letter 
from Godfrey, and that he had a@tually intended 
‘ to fet out ‘next morning on a vifit to Mrs. Gaunt- 
let, which (now that he was fo happy zs to meet 
with her) he would poftpone, until he fhould 
have the pleafure of attending her to the coun- 
try. _ After having thanked him for his polite in- 
tention, fhe told him, that her mother was ex- 
pected in town in a few days, and that fhe here 
felf had come to London fome weeks ago, to 
give her attendance upon her’ aunt, who had 
been dangeroufly ill, but was now pretty well 
recovered. _ a a | 
Although the converfation of courfe turned 
vpon general topics, during the entertainment, 
he took all opportunities of being pasticular with 
his eyes, through which he conveyed a thoufand 
tender pfoteftations. She faw, and inwardly re- 
joiced at the humility of his looks; but, far from 
rewarding it with one approving glance, fhe in- 
duftrioufly avoided this ocular intercourfe, and 
rather coquetted with a young gentleman that 
ogled her from the oppofite box. Peregrine’s 
~ Vox, III. C Pe 
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penetration eafily detected her fentiments, and 
‘he was nettled at her diffimulation, which ferv- 
ed to confirm him in his unwarrantable defigns 
‘upon her perfon.’ He petfifted in his affiduitigs 
“with ‘indefati hie cerevctance 3 when thé pla’ 
was’ Concluded, handed her and her companjon 
‘ari hackney-coath, ‘and with difficulty was per- 
‘initted’ to’ efcort’ them to the houfe of Emilia’s 
‘uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by the 
bg a friend of her brother 
re be : aeadd s i: oy - AN Se. Se be ga® 
os The old ‘gentleman, who was no franger to 
‘the ‘nature’ of fa ade _confexion ‘with’ his 
fifter’s family, ptevailed upon him to ftay fupper, 
and feemed particularly well pleafed with his con- 


-verfation and deportment, which, by help of his . 


‘natural fagacity, he wonderfully adapted to the 
humour of his entertainer. After fupper, when 
the ladies wére’ withdrawn, and the citizen call 
for his pipe, our fly adventurer followed his ex- 
‘ample and though he abhorred the plant, fmoak- 
ed with an air of infinite fatisfa&tion, and expa- 
tiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if he had 
‘been deeply concerried in the Virginia trade. - In 
the progrefs of the difcourfe, he confulted the 
merchant’s difpofition; and the national debt 
coming. upon the carpet, held forth upon the 
funds like a profefled broker. _ When. the alder- 
man complained of the reftri€tions and difcou- 
ragement of trade, his gueft inveighed againft 
exorbitant duties, with the nature of which he 
feemed ‘as wéll acquainted as any commiffiongr 
of the cuftoms ; fo that the uncle was aftonithed 
at the extent of his knowledge, and’ exprefied 
his ae eth ‘that ‘a’ gay young gentleman, like 
him, fhould have found éither Jeifure'or inclina- 
oe tion 
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‘Gharits; ‘and. thas, early in-lifey be. bad made it 
his ’’ bufinefs gd a ‘ himielf inthe different 


neglecting or difcouraging the addreffes of fuch.a 
Lege, SS _ . -& HAP, LXXXI. a ee ie ae 
“He profecutes bis defign upon Emilia with great art 
' and perfeverance. | : 
a ‘ . : - 
UR adventurer, having by his hypocrify 
AZ obtained free acccfs to his miftrefs, began, 
the ficges by profeffing the, moft Ancere soptri- 
‘tion for hig former levity, and jmploring her for- 
- 26 eee tee Ce a Ae ete? i Paes Pe : 
givehels ' with ‘fuch earneft fupplication, that, 
mo La 3 Seo te sede C2 7+ : ouarded 


qt 
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guarded as fhe was againft his flattering arts, fhe 
began to believe his proteftations, which were 
even accompanied with tears, and abated a good 
deal of that feverity and diftance fhe had pro- 
pofed to maintain, during this interview. She 


would not, however, favour him with the leaft . 


acknowledgment of a mutual paffion, becaufe, in 
the midft of his vows of eternal conftancy and 
truth, he did not mention one fyl!able of wed- 
lock, though he was now intirely mafter of his 
‘own conduct; and this confideration created a 
doubt, which fortified her againft all his attacks: 
yet, what her difcretion would have concealed, 
was difcovered by her eyes, which, in fpite of all 
her endeavours, breathed forth complacency and 
love. For, her inclination was flattered by her 
own felf-fuficiency, which imputed her admirer’s 
filence, in that particular, to the hurry and per- 
turbation of his fpirits, and perfuaded her, that 
he could not poffibly regard her with any other 
than honourable intentions. 


The infidious lover exulted in the tendernefs | 


of her looks, from which he prefaged a coinpleat 
‘vidtory: but, that he might not over-fhoot bim- 
felf by his own precipitation, he would not run 
the rifk of declaring himfelf, until her heart 
fhould -be fo far entangled within his fnares, 2s 
that neither the fuggeftions of honour, prudence, 
or pride fhould be able to difengage it. Armed 
with this refolution, he reftrained the impatience 


of his temper within the limits of the moft. dchm;, 
cate deportment ; and after having folicited awd 


obtained permiffion to attend her to the next 
opera, took her by the hand, and preffing it to 
his. lips: in the moft refpe€tful manner, went 
away, lcaving her in a moft whimfical ftate of 

fuf- 
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fufpence, checquered with an interefting vicifi- 
tude of hope and fear. a 
On the appointed day, he appeared again about 
five o’clock in the afternoon, and found her na- 
tive charms fo much improved by the advantages 
of drefs, that he was tranfported with admiration 
and delight; and while he conducted her to the 
Hay-market, could fcarce bridle the impetuofity 
of his paffion, fo as to obferve the forbearing 
maxims he had adopted. When fhe entered the 
pit, he had abundance of food for the gratifica- 
tion of his vanity; for, in a moment, fhe eclipfed 
all the female part of the audience, each indi- 
vidual allowing in her own heart, that the ftrange-. . 
was by far the handfomeft woman there prefent, 
excent herfelf. | | : 
Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double 
triumph ; he was vain of this opportunity to en- 
hance his reputation for gallantry among the la- 
dies of fafhion, who knew him, and proud of 
an occafion to difplay his quality-acquaintance to 
Emilia, that the might entertain the greater idea 
of the conqueft fhe had made, and pay the more 
deference to his importance in the fequel of his 
addrefles. ‘That he might profit as much as pof- . 
fible by this fituation, he went up and accofted 
every perfon in the pit, with whom he ever had 
the leaft comimunication, whifpered and laughed 
with an affected air of familiarity,-and even 
bowed at a diftance to fome of the nobility, on | 
thesflender foundation of having ftood near them: 
"“eg,gourt, or prefented them with a pinch of Rap- 
pee at White’s chocolate-houfe. pee es ee 
This ridiculous oftentatin, though now prac- 
tiled’ with a view of promoting his defign, was 
a weakpefs: that, in fome degree, infected the. 
i ae Ga ne ee oe whole 
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whole of his behaviour; for’ nothing gave hun 
fo much joy in converfation, as ah opportunity 
of giving the company to underftand, how 
well he was with perfons of diftinguithed rank 
and chara€ter: he would often (for example) 
obferve, as it were occafionally, that the duke 
6f G-——— was one of the beft natured men in 
the world, and iluftrate his affertion by fome in- 


fance of ‘his affability, in which, he himfelf was — 


concerned: then, by an abrupt tranfition, he 
would repeat fome repartee of lady T——, and 
‘mention a certain bon mot of the earl ‘of ima 
‘which was uttered in his heating. aes 

‘ Abundance of young men, in this mannef, 


make free with the names, though they havenever 


had accefs to the perfons of the nobility : “bur, 
this was not ‘the cafe with Peregrine, who, in 


confideration of his appearance and fuppofed for-. 


tune, together with the advantage of his intro- 


duction, was by this time freely admitted to the 


tables of the great. 

‘+ Inchis return with Emifiqg from the opera, 
though he ftill mamtained ‘the moft ferupulous 
decorum in his’ bebaviour, he plied her with the 
-inoft paffionste expreffions of love, fqueezed her 


hand with great fervency, protefted that his whole 


“fodl was ingroffed by her idea, ‘and that he could 
“stot éxift independent of her favour.’ Pleafed as 
ffie was with his warm and pathetic a’drefles, to- 
gether with the refpectiul manner of his making 
Jove, fhe yet had prudence and refolution fuffi- 
cient to contain her tendernefs, which was ready 
“to run over; being fortified againft his arts, by 
~'xefiecting, » ‘that if his aim was honourable, it was 
tiow his bufinefs to declate it. ‘: On this confidc- 
ration, fhe refufed to make any ferious reply to 

1S 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. ig 
his earneft expoftulations, but affected to receive 
them es the undetermined effufions of gallantry 
and good breeding. ~.- a re 

This fidtitious gaiety and good humour, though 
it baffled his hope of extosting. from her an.ac- 
knowledgment of .which he might have taken 
immediate advantage,’ neverthelefs encouraged 
him to obferve,; (as the chariot paffed along the 
Strand) that: the night was far advanced ; that 
fupper would certainly be over, before they could 
reach her uncle’s houfe ; and to propofe, that he 
fhould wait upon her to-fome place, where they 
might be accommodated with aflight refrefhment. 
She was offended at the freedom of this-propofal, 
which, however, fhe treated as a joke, thank- 
ing him for: his-courteous offer, and affuring him, 
that when fhe fhould be difpofed for a tavern-tieat, 
he alone fhould have the opportunity of beftow- 

it. oe = ee a 
“Her kin man being engaged withcompany abroad, 
and her aunt retired to reft, he had the good for- 
tune to enjoy a téte a tHe with her during a whole 
hour, which: he employed with fuch confummate 
fkill, that-her caution was almoft overcome. .He 
not only affailed her with the artillery of fighs, 
vows, prayers and teats, but even pawned bis 
honour in behalf. of his love:, He, fwore with 
‘Many imprecations, that although her heart were 
furrendered: to. him at difcretion, there was: a 
principle within him, which would never alow 
him to injure fuch innocence and. beguty ; and 
the tranfports-of his pafion had, upon this occa- 
fiorl, fo: far-overfbot his purpofe,: that if the had 
demanded anexplanation, while he.was thysagi- 
tated; he would have: engaged bimfelf ta her 


. - Cc 4 wit 


he refolved to concentrate the. whole exertion. 0 
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with any regard to. his reputation. But, from 
fuch expoftulation, fhe was deterred partly by 
pride, and partly by the dread of fiading herfelf 
miftaken in fuch an interefting canjecture.,.. She 
therefore enjoyed the prefent flattering. appearance 
of her fate, was prevailed upon to accept the 
jewels which he had purchafed with part of his 
winning at Bath, and with the moft inchanting 
condefcenfion fubmitted to a warm. .embrace, 
when he took his leave, after having obtained 
permiffion to vifit her, as often as hjs inclination 
and convenience would permit. fe ait es 
In his return to his own lodgings, he was 
buoyed up with his fuccefs to an extravagarce 
of hope, already Congratulated himfelf, upon his 
triumph over Emilia’s virtue, and began to pros 
ject future conquefts among the moft dignified 
characters of the female fex,. But his, attention 


was not at all diffipated by thefs vain, relahont 4 
his foul upon the execution of his prefent plan, 
defifted, in ‘the mean time, from all other {chemes 
of pleafure, intereft and ambition, and took 
lodgings in the city, for the more.commodious 
accomplifhment of his purpofe. . 3, sy 

While our lover’s imagination, was thus agree- 
ably regaled, his miftrefs did not.enjoy her ex- 
pectations, without the intervention of doubts 
and anxiety. His filence touching the final aim 
of his addreffes was a myftery on, which fhe was 
afraid of exercifing her fagacity ; and her uncle 
tormented her with inquiries into the circume 
{tances of Peregrine’s profeflions and deportment. 
Rather than give this relation the leaft caufe of 
{ufpicion, which muft have cut of all intercourfe 
-etwixt her and her admirer, fhe faid every thing 
- ; s | which 


-—— = 
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which fhe thought would fatisfy his care and con- 
cern for her welfare ; and in confequence of fuch 
reprefentation, fhe enjoyed, without referve, the 
company of our adventurer, who profecuted his 
plan with furprifing eagernefs and perfeverance. . 


CHAP. LXXXII. 


He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to 
a mafquerade, makes a treachcrous — attempt 
upon ber affection, and. meets with a deferved 


repulfe. 


CARCE a night elapfed in which he did 
not conduct her to fume public entertain- 
ment; and when, by dint of his infidious gar- 
riage, he thought himfelf in full. poflefiion of her 
confidence aud afteion, he lay in wait for an ops 
portunity 5 and hearing her obferve in converfa- 
tion, that fhe had never been at a mafquerade, 
zgged leave to attend her to the next. ball; at 
the fame time, extending his invitation to the 
young lady, in whofe company he had fond her 
at the play, fhe being prefent when this fubje& 
' of difcourfe was introduced. He had flattered 
himfelf, that this gentlewoman would decline the 
propofal, as fhe was a perfon feemingly of a de- 
mure difpofition, who bad been born and bred ia 
the city, where fuch diverfions are looked upon 
‘as fcenes of lewdnefs and debauchery. . For oncey 
however, he reckoned without his hoft ; curiofity ~ 
is as prevalent in the city as at the court-end of - 
the town: Emilia no fooner fignified her aflene 
to his propofal, than her friend, with an air of 
fatisfaction, agreed to make one of the parties 
and he was obliged to thank her for that com- 
: Cis ;plaifance 
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plaifance which laid-hiarunder infiriite mortifica> 
tion. ~He fet ‘his genius at Work, :té ihventfome 
feheme for preventing ‘her unfeafonable tatrafdr, 
Had an opportunity. oHeteds he-would: have aed 
as ‘Her ‘phyfieian,and “aciminiftered «a meticine 
that would have ‘laid her ‘urider'‘thenecelfity of 
flaying at homed: bit: his -Acquaiittarice With her 
being too flight to furnifh hiny with the tneans‘of 
executing this expedient, ‘he devifed:'another; 
Which was practifed with’ all imapinable: ficeeli 
Uniderfandine that her grandmothér had left deg 
A‘ flim of money independent of her parents; “he 
éonveyed a letter 'to her mother, intiniating; that 
her daughter, dnpreténce of gomez to tht mafqae- 
rade, intended'to beftow herfelf in marriage to 
a certain perfon, and that in-a few days fhe would 
Be infotmed of the‘ circumftdnces of the whole 
mtrigue,’ provided fhe would keep this inforsia“’ 
tion’ Weret;: and “contrive “fome’ excufe for des 
taining’ the'young lady at home,’ without ‘giving 
Ker'caufé to ‘believe the was apprized Of her in- 
tention.” "PHis billet, fubfcribed, | Your’ welf- 
tvier' tnd unknown humble Jervant, had the de- 
fired’ eff¢@ upon the careful matron, “who, on the 
balt-day, ‘fergned herfelf ‘fo extremely ‘ill, that 
mifs cotld ‘not, with any decency; ‘quit “her 


niktnma’s apartment’; ‘dnd therefore {Ent her apd-: 


logy‘to Emilia ‘iri the afternoon, immediately after 
the ‘artivat of Peregrine, who pretended to be 
- wery ‘much -affliéted ‘with ‘the’ difappeintment, 

white his heart thtobbed with a tranfport of joy. 
:-About‘ter o'clock the lovers ‘fet out for the 
Hyylaiatket, he being’ drefled'in the: habir°of 
Pantildon, ‘atid’ THe tn’ that! of Columbine} ard. 
they'-had fcarce entered the’ houfe, when the 
mutic ftruck wp, the cufttain was withdrawn, and 
a the 
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the whale -fcene difplayed at. once, to the admi- 
yation of Emilia, .whefe expeQation was infi- 
nitély furpafled :by-this-exbibition. Our gallant 
having. conducted ,her. through -all the different 
apartments, and defcribed. the ceconomy of the 
*placss'-Jed-her-into.the circle, and, in their turn, 
they thaaced,feveral minuets ; then going:to the fide- 
boands -he. prevailed upon her .to eat fome fweet+ 


Rare 
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ufual fire and vivacity, a thoufand brilliant fallies 


of wit efcaped her, and every mafk that accofted . 


her, underwent fome {marting repartee. 

Peregrine, overjoyed at the fuccefs of his ad- 
miniftration, propofed that they fhould: refume 
their places at the country-dances, with a view 
to promote and affift the efficacy of. his elixir.; 
and when he thought her difpofition was: properly 
adapted for the theme, began to ply her with all 
the elocution of love.. In order. to elevate his 
own fpirits to that pitch of refolution which his 
fcheme required, he drank two whole bottles of 
Burgundy, which inflamed his paffion to fuch a 

egree, that he found himfelf capable of under- 
taking and perpetrating any fcheme for the grati- 
fication of his defire. 

Emilia, warmed by fo many concurring ins 
centives, in favour of the man fhe loved, abated 
confiderably of her wonted referve, liftened to 
his protzftations with undiflembled pleafure, and 
in the confidence of her fatisfaGtion, even owned 
im abf.lute mafter of her affections. Ravifhed 
with this confeffion, he now deemed. himfelf on 
the brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his art 
and affiduity; and the morning being already 
pretty far advanced, aflented with rapture to the 
tirft propofal fhe made of retiring to her lodgings. 
“The blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he 
took advantage of .the favourable fituation-of ber 
thoughts 5. and on pretence of being whimfical, 
in confequence of the wine he had fwallowed, 
clafped her in his arms, and imprinted a thous 
fand kiffes on her pouting lips, a freedom which 
fhe pardoned as the privilege of intoxication. 
While he thus indulged himfelf with impunity, 
the carriage halted, and Pipes opening the doors 

owe + ; his 
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his mafter handed her into the paflage, before fhe 
perceived that it was not her uncle’s houfe, at 
which they had alighted. 

. Alarmed at this difcovery, fhe with fome con- 
fufion defired to know ‘his reafan for conducting 
her to, a ftrange place at thefe hours: but he 
made no reply, until he had led her into an apart 
ment, when he gave her to underftand, that as 
her uncle's ‘family muft be difturbed: by her going 
thither fo late in the night, and the ftreets near 
‘Tempie-bar-were infefted by a multitude of rob- 
‘bers and cut-thraats, he had ordered his coach« 
man to halt at this -houfe, which was kept by a 
relation of his, a mighty good fort of a gentle- 
woman, who was proud of an opportunity to 
accommodate a perfon for whom he was known 
to entertain fuch tendetnefs znd efteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be ime 
pofed upon by this plaufible pretext : in fpite of 
her partiality for.Peregrine, which had-never. been 
inflamed to fuch a pitch of complacency before, 
fhe comprehended his whole plan in a twinkling 3 
and though her blood boiled with indignation, 
thanked him, with an affected air of ferenity, for 
his kind concern, and expreffed her obligation to 
his coufin ; but, at the fame time, infifted upon 
going home, left her abfence fhould: terrify ‘her 
uncle and aunt, who fhe knew would not retire 
to reft, till her return. fj Pha ; 

He urged her, with a thoufand remonftrances, 
to confult her own eafe and fafety, promifing to 
fend Pipes into the city, for the fatisfaction of her 
relations: but finding her obftinately deaf to his 
intreaties, he affured her, that he would in a few 
minutes comply with her requeft; and, in the 
mean time, bege’d fhe would font herfelf again’ 
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the cold with a cordial, which he:poured out in 
her prefence, and -which (now that her fufpi- 
cion was aroufed) fhe refuted to tafte, -notwith- 
ftanding all. bis impartunities.. He then fell upori 
his knees before her, and. thetears.gufhing froeshis 
eyes, {wore that his paffion was wound up; to fugh - 
a pitch of impatience, that he could no longen live. 
upon the unfubftantial food - of expeCtation 3-. and 
that, if fhe would not vouchfafe to:crown his happi- 
nefs, he would forthwith facrifice himéelf to ber difs; 
dain. Such an.abrupt: addsefs, accompanied: with 


all the fymptoms:of frantic:agitation,. could net | 
fail to perplex:.and: affright the: gentle: Emilia, ; 
who, after fome recollection, replied witha re; 


folute tone, that: fhe could not fee. what reafon: 
he had to complain of her referve, which the was. 
not at liberty. to Jay intirely afide, until he Should - 
have avowed his intentions in form, and .@b-, 
tained the fanction of thofe whom it was. her, duty 


to.obey.: -** Divine creature! .(cried he, feizing . 
her band, and preffing it: to his lips) -it.is from. : 
you alone I hope for that condefcention,. which. . 
would overwhelm me with tranfports of celeftiak. 
bufs... The fentiments of parents are fordid, filly, | 
and.canfined » feck not then-to Subje&t. my . pal= , 
fen; to: Such: lew. reftriGions as -were calculated 
for. the, purposes of common. life, \-My Jove is tog : 
delicate and refined, :to wear thofe. valgar fetters, . 


which ferve only-to deftroy.the. merit of. volupy 
tary.affeCtion, and to. upbraid a-man inceffantly 
with the articles .of:compulion, ‘under. which -he. 
lies, .. My dear angel | fpare mme.the montification. 
ef being compelied .to..love.you,: and reign fole- 
empivis, of say: heart and fortune. 1. will.not af. 
Goat ae much, ag to ie Aeeechents = 
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ajl is at your difpofal. In this pocket-pook are 
notes to the amount of two thoufand pounds ; 
do me the pleafure to accept of them; to morrow 
Fe will lay. ten thoufand: more in your lap. In 
a-word, you ‘fhall be miftrefs of my whole eftate, 
and I fhall think myfelf. happy in living dependent 
On your bounty!" 

' Heavens ! what were the emotions of the vir- 
tuouws, the fenfible; the delicate, the tender Emi- 
Ira’s heart, when fhe heard this infolent declara- 
tion’ from the mouth of a man,;whom the had 
hortoured with her affection and efteem! It was 
not fimply horror, prief, or indignation that fhe 
felt, in confequence of this unworthy treatment, 
but the united pangs of all together, which pro- 
duced a fort éf hyfteric laugh, while fhe told 
ate that fhe could not help admiring his gene- 
rolity. ~~ s : 

' Deceived by this-convulfion, and the ironical 
compliment that attended it, the lover thought 
he had already made great progrefs in his opera~ 
tions, and that it was now his bufinefs to ftorm 
the fort by a vigorous affault, that he might fpare 
ber the confufion of yielding without refiftance, 
Poffeffed by this vain fuggeftion, he ftarted up, 
and folding her in his arms, began’ to obey the 
furious dictates of his unruly and ungenerqus de- 
fire ; upon which, with an air of cool-determi- 
nation, fhe demanded a parley ; and when, upon 
her repeated requeft, he granted it, addrefied her- 
{lf to him in thefe words, while ber eyes gleam- 
ed with all the dignity of the moft awful refens- 
ment. “© Sir, I {corn to upbraid you with a-re- 
petition of your former vows and proteftations;: 
nor will I recapitulate the little ‘arts you have 
practifed t enfnare my heart; becaufe, aaa 
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by dint of the moft perfidious diffimulation, you 
have found means to deceive my opinion, your 
utmoft efforts have never been able to lull the vi- 
_gilance of my conduct, or to engage my affec- 
tion beyond the power of difcarding you without 
a tear, whenever my honour fhould demand fuch 
a facrifice. Sir, you are unworthy of my con- 
cern or regret, and the figh that now ftruggles 
from my breaft, is the refult of forrow, for my 
own want of difcernment. As for your prefent 
attempt upon my chaftity, I defpife your power, 
as I deteft your intention. Though, uner the 
mafk of the moft delicate refpeét, you have de- 
coyed me from the immediate protection of my 
friends, and contrived other impious ftratagems 
to ruin my peace and reputation, I confide to 
much in my own innocence, and the authority 
of the law, to admit one thought of fear, much 
lefs to fink under the horror of this fhocking fi-. 
tuation, into which I have been feduced. Sir, 
your behaviour on this occafion, is in all refpects 
low and contemptible: for, ruffian as you are, 
you durft not harbour one thought of executing 
your execrable fcheme, while you knew my bro- 
ther was near enough to prevent, or revenge the 
infult ; fo that you muft not only be a treacherous 
villain, but alfo a moft defpicable coward.” 
~Having expreffed herfelf in this manner, with’a 
moft majeftic feverity of afpe&t, the opened the 
door, and walked down ftairs with furprifing re- 
folution, committed herfelf ta the care of a 
watchman, who accommodated her with a hack- 
ney-chair, in which fhe was fafely conveyed to 

her uncle’s houfe. 
Mean while, the lover was fo confounded and 
over-awed, by thefe cutting reproaches, and ee 
poe an 
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animated behaviour, that all his refolution for- 
fook him, and he found himfelf not only inca-. 
pable of obftructing her retreat, but even of ut- 
tering one fyllable to deprecate her wrath, or ex- 
tenuate the guilt of his own conduct. The na- 
ture of his difappointment, and the keen remorfe 
that feized him, when he refle€ted upon the d:f- 
honourable predicament in’ which his character 
ftood with Emilia, raifed fuch perturbation in 
his mind, that his filence was fucceeded by a vio- 
lent fit of diftraQion, during which he raved like 
a Bedlamite, and acted a thoufand extravagancies, 
which-convinced the people of the houfe, (acer- 
tain bagnio) that he had actually loft his wits. 
Pipes, . with great concern, adopted the fame opi- 
nion ;. and, being affifted by the waiters, hin- 
dered:him, by main force, from running out and 
purfuing ‘the fair fugitive, whom, in his delirium, 
he: alternately curfed and commended, with hor- 
nid -imprecations, ‘and lavifli applaufe. © His faith- 
ful valet, having waited two whole hours, in hope 
of feeing this guft of paffion overblown, and per- 
ceiving. that the paroxyfm feemed rather to m- 
creafe, very.:prudently fent fora phyfician of his 
mafter’s ‘acquaintance, who having confidered the 
-circumftances and:fymptome of the-diforder, di- 
reC¥ed,. that he -fhoald be plentifully ‘blooded, 
without Jofs of. time, and: prefcribed a draught to 
compofe the tumult of his fpirits. © Thefe orders 
being punctually performed, he grew more calm 
and traGtable, recovered his ‘reflection. fo far, as 
to be afhamed of the extafy he had undergone, 
fuffered himfelf quietly to be‘undrefféd, and put 
to bed, where the fatigue occafioned by his exer- 
eife at the ma(querade, co-operated with the pre- 
fent diffipation of his fpirits to lull him in a Pro: 
ou 
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found fleep, which greatly tended to the ‘prefer- 
vation of his intellects: not that he found him- 
felf in a ftate of perfect tranquillity, when he 
waked about noon; the. remembrance ef- what 
had paffed overwhelmed him with. mortification. 
Emilia’s invedtives ftill founded in his ears ; and 
while he deeply refented her difdain, he could 
not help admiring her-{pirit, and in his heart did 
homage to her charms. mea ee 4 


CHAP; LXXXIII.- 


He endeavours te Picante hi nfelf to - bis miftreft, 
_ and. expoftulates with the uncle, who frbids him 
. the boufe. | 


N this ftate of divifion, he went home to his 
own lodgings in a chair; and while‘he deli~ 
berated with himéfelf, whether he fhould relin- 
quifh the purfuit, and endeavour to banifh her 
idea from his breaft, or go immediately and 
humble himfelf before his exafperated miftrefs, 
and ofter his hand as an atonement for his crime, 
his fervant put in his band a packet, which had 
been delivered by a ticket-porter at the door. 
He no fooner perceived that the fuper{cription 
was in Emilia’s hand-writing, than he guefled the 
nature of the contents; and opening. the feal 
with diordered eagernefs, found the jewels he 
bad given to her, inclofed in a billet couched in 
thefe words. - _ 


sé TH AT I may have no caufe to reproach 
myfelf with having retained the leaft me- 

morial of a wretch whom I equally defpife and 
abhor, I take this opportunity of reftoring thefe 
in- 


ns 


———— 
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ineffeCtual inftruments of his infamous defiga 
upon the honour of — Emilia.” 


- His chagrin was fo much galled and inflamed 
by ‘the -bitternefs of this contemptuous mellage, 
that he gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over 
his nails, and even wept with vexation. Some- 
times he vowed revenge againft her haughty vir- 
tue, and reviled himfelf for his precipitate decla- 
ration, before his fcheme was brought to matu- 
tity ; then he would confider her behaviour with 
reverence and regard, and bow before the irre- 
{iftible power of her attraftions. In fhort, his 
breaft was torn by conflicting paffions ; love, 
fhame, and remorfe contended with vanity, am- 
bition, and revenge ; and the fuperiority was fill 
doubtful, when headftrong defire interpofed, and 
decided in favour of an attempt towards a recon- 
Giliation with the offended fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he fet out in the af- 
ternoon for the houfe of her uncle, not without 
hopes of that tender enjoyment, which never 
fails to attend an accommodation betwixt two lo- 
vers of tafte and fenfbility. Though the con- 
feioufnefs of his trefpafs encumbered him with an 
‘air of awkward confufton, he was too confident 
of his own qualifications and addrefs to defpair of 
forgivenefs; and by that time he arrived at the 
citizen’s gate, he had conned a very artful and 
pathetic harangue, which he propofed to utter 
in his own behalf, laying the blame of his conduct 
on the impetuofity of his paffion, incenfed by the 
Burgundy, which he had too liberally drank: 
but he did not meet with an opportunity to avail 
himfelf of this preparation. Emilia, fufpeCting that 


be would take fome ftep of this kind to retrieve 
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her favour, had gone abroad on pretence of vi- 
fiting, after having fignified to her kinfman, her 
refolution to avoid the company of Peregrine, on 
account of fome ambiguities which (fhe faid) 
were laft night remarkable in his demeanour, at 
the mafquerade. She chofe to infinuate her fuf- 
p:cions in thefe hints, rather than give an expli- 
cit detail of the young man’s difhonourable con- 
trivance, which might have kindled the refent- 
ment of the family to fome dangerous pitch of 
animofity and revenge. fo Begs 7h 

Our adventurer, finding himfelf baffled in his 
expectation of feeing her, inquired for the old 
gentleman, with whom he thought he had ine. 
fluence enough to make his apology good, in cafe” 
he fhould fiid him prepoffeffed by the young Ja-: 
dy’s information. But here too he was difap- 
pointed ; the uncle had gone to dine in the coun-. 
try, and his wife was indifpofed ; fo that he had’ 
no pretext for ftaying in the houfe, till the return’ 
of his charmer. Being, however, fruitful of ex- 
pedients, he difmiffed his chariot, and took pof- 
feffion of a room in a tavern, the windows of 
which fronted the merchant’s gate; and there 
he propofed to watch until he fhould fee her ap- 
proach. This fcheme he put in practice with 


indefatigable patience, though it was not attend-" 


ed with the expected fuccefs. Be nie Wee Aes 

Emilia, whofe caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, forefeeing that fhe might be ex- 
pofed to the fertility of his invention, came home 


by a private paflage, and entered by a poftern, | 


which was altogether unknown to her admirer 5. 
and her uncle did not arrive, until it was fo late, 
that he could not with any decency demand a 
conference. PE Pane arg nT nae aap 

Next 
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"Next morning, he did not fail to prefent him- 

felf at the door, and his miftrefs being denied by 
her own exprefs direCtion, infifted upon feeing 
the matter of the houfe, who received him with 
fuch coldnefs of civility, as plainly gave him to 
underftand, that he was acquainted with the dif- 
pleafure of his niece. He therefore, with an air 
of candour, told the citizen, he could eafily per- 
ceive, by his behaviour, that he was the confi- 
dant of Mifs Emily, of whom he was come té 
afk pardon for the offence he had given; and did 
not doubt, if he could be admitted to her pre- 
fence, that he fhould be able to convince her, 
that he had not erred intentionally, or at leaft 
propofe fuch reparation, as would effectually 
atone for his fault. 

To this remonftrance the merchant, without 
any ceremony or circumlocution, anfwered, that 
though he was ignorant of the nature of his of- 
Fence, he was very certain, that it muft have 
been fomething very flagrant, that could irritate 
his niece to fuch a degree, againft a perfon for 
whom fhe had formerly a moft particular regard. 
He owned, fhe had declared her intention to re- 
nounce his acquaintance for ever, and, doubtlefs, 
fhe had gcod reafon for fo doing; neither would 
he undertake to promote an accommodation, un- 
lefs he would give him full power to treat on the 
fcore of matrimony, which he fuppofed would be 
the only means of evincing his own fincerity, and 
obtaining Emilia’s forgivenefs. 

Peregrine’s pride was kindled by this blunt de- 
claration, which he could not help confidering as 
the refult of a fcheme concerted betwixt the 
young lady and her uncle, in order to take the ad- 
vantage of his heat. He therefore replied, — 
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manifeft figns of difguft, that he did not appre- 


hend there was any occafion for a mediator to . 
reconcile the difference betwixt Emilia and him; ~ 


and that all he defired, was an opportunity of 
pleading in his own behalf. = 

. The citizen frankly told him, that’as his ‘niece 
had expreffed an earneft defire of avoiding’ his 
company, he would not put the leaft conftraint 
upon her inclination’; and in the mean time gave 
him to know, that he was particularly engaged. — 

Our. hero glowing with indignation at. this fa- 


percilions treatment ; ‘“* I was inthe wrong (faid — 


he) to look for good manners, {fo fat on this fide 
of Temple-bar: hut, you muft give me ledve to 
tell you, Sir, that unlefs I am favoured with an 
interview with Mifs Gauntlet, I fhall conclude, 
that you have actually laid a conftraint upon her 
inclination, for fome finifter purpofes of your 
own.” ‘* Sir, (replied the old gentleman) you 
are welcome to make what conclufions fhat! feem 
good unto your own imagination ; but, pray: be 
fo goed as to allow me the privilege of being 
matter in my own houfe.” So faying, he very 
complaifantly fhewed him to the door; and our 
lover, being diffident of his own temper, ‘as well 
as afraid of being ufed with greater indignity, in 
a place where his perfonal prowefs would only 
ferve to heighten his difgrace, quitted the houfe 
in-a tranfport of rage which he could not wholly 
{upprefs, telling the landlord, that if his age did 
not protect him, he would have -chaftifed him for 
bisinfolent behaviour. re 
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“* CHAP. LEXXIV. 
Elo projects 4 solent fobemey in confequence 
which he 1s involved in a moft fatiguing adven- 
atures: webachigreatly ténds towards. the augmenta- 
oe ; 


: 
aes ag 4 - 


git team off. bas chagrin, be 
ee ee i ee Vw at i 
EAHUS. debarred of perfonal communication 
A... with his: miftvefs, he flayed ‘to retrieve her 
gpa graces. by the moft {ubmiffive and pathetic 
dehterss which: he conveyed by divers artifices to - 
der peraGl 5. but reaping no omnner of benefit 
fromm: thefe endeavours, his paffion acquired 4 de- 
greg:.of impatience, little inferior to downright 
frenzy and he determined to run every rifk of 
dife, fortune, and reputation, rather than defift 
from his unjuftifiable purfuit, Indeed his refent- 
gment was-now: as.deeply concerned as his lové, 
apd each of thefe pafions equally turbulent and 
Joud, ia demanding gratification. He kept centi- 
nels. contiaually in pay, to give him notice of her 
eutgoings, .in expectation of finding fome oppor- 
tunity to carry her off; but her circumfpection 
entirely feuftrated this-defign ; for fhe fufpected 
every thing ofthat fort from a difpofition like 
bis,, and regwated. her-motions:accordingly. 
.., Baffled by: ber prudence and penetration, he 
altered bis.plaa, and, on pretence of being called 
co his country-koefe by fome affair of importance, 
he departed from London, and taking lodgings at 
a farmer’s houfe, that ftood near the road through 
which fhe muft have neceffarily pafled, in her 
return to her mother, concealed himfelf from all 
intercourfe, except with his valet de chambre 
and Pipes, who had orders to {cour the county, 
aii: 
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and reconnoitre every horfe, coach, or Carriage, 
that fhould appear on that high way, with a view 
of intercepting his Amanda in her paflage. 

He had waited in this ambufcade a whole week, 
when his valet gave him notice, that he and his 
fellow-fcout had difcovered a chaife and fix, dri- 
ving at full fpeed towards them ; upon which, 
they had flapped their hats over their eyes, fo as 
that they might not be known, in cafe they 
fhould be feen, and concealed themfelves behind 
a hedge, from whence they could perceive in the 
carriage, as it pafled, a young man plainly dreffed, 
with a lady in a mafk, of the exa& fize, fhape, and 
air of Emilia; and that Pipes followed them at a 
diftance, while he rode back to communicate this 
piece of intelligence. 

Peregrine would fcarce allow him time to con- 
elude his information ; he ran down to the ftable, 
where his horfe was kept ready faddled for the 
purpofe, and never doubting that the lady in 
queftion was his miftrefs, attended by one of her 
uncle’s clerks, mounted immediately, and rode 
full gallop after the chaife, which (when he had 
procecded about two miles) he underftood from 
Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though 
his inclination prompted him to enter her apart- 
ment without farther delay, he fuftered himfelf 
to be difluaded from taking fuch a precipitate 
ftep, by his privy counfellor, who obferved, that 
it would be impracticable to execute his purpofe 
of conveying her againft her will from a public 
inn, that ftood in the midft of a populous village, 
which would infallibly rife in her defence; and 
advifed him to lie in wait for the chaife, in fome 
remote and private part of the road, where they 
might accomplifh their aim without difficulty or 

danger.: 
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danger. In confequence of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoftre the inn, 
that the might not efcape another way, while he 
and the valet, in order to avoid being feen, took 
a circurt ‘by an ‘unfrequented path, and placed 
themfelves in ambuth, on a fpot which they chofe 
for the fcene-of their atchievement. Here they 
tarried a full hour, without feeing the carriage, 
or hearing from their centinel ; fo that the youth, 
unable to exert his patience one moment longer, 
deft the foreigner in ‘his ftation, and rode back to 
his faithful lacquey, who affured him, that the 
travellers had mot yet hove up their anchor, or 
proceeded on their voyage. 

Notwithftanding this intimation, Pickle began 
to entertain fuch alarmirg fufpicions, that he 
could not ‘refram from advancing to the gate, 
and inquiring for the company which had lately 
arrived in a chaife and fix. The inn-keeper, 
who was not at all p'eafed with the behaviour of 
thofe paflengers, did not think proper to obferve 
the inftruGtions he had received ; on the con- 
trary, the plainly told him, that the chaife did not 
halt, but only entered at one door, and went 
out at the other, with a view to deceive thofe 
who purfued it, as he guefled from the words of 
the gentleman, who ‘had earneftly defired, that 
hts reute might be concealed from any perfon who 
fhould imquire about their motions. ‘* As for 
my own peart, meafter, (continued this chari- 
table publican) I believes as how they are no 
better than they fhould be, elfe they wouldn’t be 
in fuch a deadly fear of being overtaken. Me-; 
thinks, (faid 1) when 1 faw them in fuch a 
woundy pother to be gone, oddsheartikins ! this 


muft be fome Lundon prentice running away with 
Vou. Hl. D- pe 
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his meafter’s daughter, as fure as I’m a living 
foul. But, be he who will, fartain it is, a 
has nothing of the gentleman about en; for, 
thof a axed fuch a favour, a never once put hand 
in pocket, or faid, ** Dog, will you drink?”’ 
Howfomever, that don’t argufy in reverence of 
his being ina hurry ; and a man may be fome- 
times a little too judgmatical in his conjun@tures.” 
In all probability, this loquacious landlord would 
have ferved the travellers effectually, had Pere- 
grine heard him to an end; but this impetuous 
vouth, far from lifening to the fequel of his ob- 
fervations, interrupted him in the beginning of 
his career, by afking eagerly, which road they 
followed; and having received the inn-keeper’s 
directions, clapp’d f{purs to his horfe, command- 
ing Pipes to make the valet acquainted with his 
courfe, that they might attend him with all ima- 
ginable difpatch. 

By the publican’s account of their condud, 
his former opinion was fully confirmed ; he plied 
his {teed to the height of his mettle, and fo much 
was his imagination jngrofled by the profpect of 
having Emilia in his power, that he did not pere 
ceive the road on which he travelled, was quite 
different from that which led to the habitation of 
Mrs, Gauntlet. The valet de chambre was an 
utter ftranger to that part of the country; and 
as for Mr. Pipes, fuch confiderations were alto 
gether foreign to the ceconomy of his refle@ion. 

Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his 
eyes were bleffed with the fight of the chaife af- 
cending an hill, at the diftance of.a good league ; 
upon which, he doubled his diligence in fuch a 
manner, that he gained upon the carriage every 
mjnute, and at length approached fo near to it, 

that 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 39 


that he could difcern the lady and her conductor, 
with their heads thruft out at the windows, look- 
ing back, and fpeaking to the driver alternately, 
a$ if they earneftly befought him to augment the 
{peed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in fight of port, while 
he croffed the road, his horfe happened to plunge 
into a Cart-rut, with fuch violence, that he was 
thrown feveral yards over his head; and the 
beaft’s fhoulder being flipt by the fall, he found 
himfelf difabled from plucking the fruit, which 
was almoft within his reach ; for he had left his 


fervants at a confiderable diftance behind him; 


and although they had been at his back, and fup- 
plied him with another horfe, they were fo in- 
differently mounted, that he could not reafonably 
expect to overtake the flyers, who profited fo 
much by this difafter, that the chaife vanifhed in 
a moment. : 

It may be eafily conceived, how a young man 
of his difpofition paffed his time, in this tanta 
lizing fituation. He ejaculated with great fer- 
vency, but his prayers were not the effects of re- 
fignation. He ran back on foot with incredible 
fpeed, in order to meet his valet, whom he un- 
horfed in a twinkling ; and taking his feat, be- 
gan to exercife his whip and fpurs, after having 
ordered the Swifs to follow him on the other 
gelding, and commit the lame hunter to the care 
of Pipes. 

Matters being adjufted in this manner, our 
adventurer profecuted the race with all his might; 
and having made fome progrefs, was informed 
by a countryman, that the chaife had ftruck off 
into another road, and, according to his judg- 
ment, was by that time about three miles ahead 5 

D 2 though, 
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though, in all probability, the horfes would not 
be able 'to hold out much longer, tecaufe they 
feemed to be quite fpent when they paffed pis 
door. Encouraged by this intimation, Peregrife 
pufhed on with great alacrity; though he could 
not regain fight of the defired object, till the 
clouds of night began to dcepen, and even then 
he enjoyed nothing more than atranfient glimpfe 5 
for the carriage was no fooner feen, than fhroud- 
ed again from his view. Thefe vexatious cir- 
cumftances animated his endeavours, while they 
irritated his chagring and in fhort, ‘he continued 
his purfuit til the night was far advanced, and 
himfelf fo uncertain about the object of his care, 
that he entered a folitary inn, with a view of obs 
taining fome intelligence, and to his infinite joy, 
perceived the chaife ftanding by ftfelf, and the 
horfes panting in ‘the yard. tn full corifidence 
of his having arrived at laft at the goal of all his 
withes, ‘he alighted inftantaneoufly, and running 
up to the coachman, with a piftol in his hand, 
commanded him, in an imperious ‘tone, to con- 
duct him to the lady’s chamber, on pain of death. 
The driver, aftrighted at this menacing addrefs, 
prote(ted with great humility, that he did not know 
whither his fare had retired ; for that he himfelf 
was paid and difmifled from this fervice, becaufe he 
would not undertake to drive them all night crofs 
the country, without ftopping to refrefh his horfes: 
but he promifed to goin queft of the waiter, who 
would fhew him to their apartment. He was ac- 
cordingly detached on that errand, while our 
hero ftood centinel at the gate, till the arrival 
of his valet de chambre, who joining him by ac- 
cident, before the coachman returned, relicved 
him in his watch; and then the young gentle- 
man, 
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man, exafperated at his meflenger’s delay, rufhed 
with fury in his eyes from room to room, de- 
Nauncing vengeance upon the whole family ; but 
he did not meet with one living foul, until he en- 
tered the garret, where he found the landlord and 
his wife in bed. This chicken-hearted couple, 
by the light of a rufh-candle that burned on the 
hearth, feeing a ftranger burft into the chamber, 
in fuch a terrible attitude, were feized with con- 
{ternation ; and exalting their voices, in a molt 
lamentable ftrain, begg’d for the paffion of Chrift, 
that he would fpare their lives, and take all 
they had. 

_ Peregrine, gueffing from, this exclamation, and 
the circumftance of their being abed, that they 
miftook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 
that, which he wanted to know, difpelled their 
terror, by making them acquainted with the caufe 
of his, vifit, and defired the hufband to get up 
with all poffible difpatch, in order to aflift and 
attend him in his fearch, 
_ Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner 
of the inn, and at laft finding the oftler in the 
ftable, was by him informed, (to his unfpeak- 
able mortification) that the gentleman and lady 
who arrived in the chaife, had immediately hired 
o{t-horles for a certain village at the diftance of 

fteen miles, and departed without halting for 
the leaft refrefhment. Qur adventurer, mad 
with his difappointment, mounted his horfe in an 
inftant, and, with his attendant, took the fame 
road, with full determanation to die, rather than 
defift from the profecution of his defign. He 
ha’, by this time, rodeupwards of thirty miles fince 
three o'clock in the afternoon ; fo that the horfes 
were almoft quite ne and travelled this ites 
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fo flowly, that it was morning before they reached 
the place of their deftination, where, far from 
finding the fugitives, he underftood, that no fuch 
perfons as he defcribed had paffed that way, and 
that, in all likelihood, they had taken a quite 
contrary direCtion, while, in order to miflead him 
in his purfuit, they had amufed the hoftler with a 
faife route. This conjecture was ftrengthned, 
by his perceiving (now for the firft time) that 
he had deviated a confiderable way from the road, 
through which they muft have journeyed, in or- 
der to arrive at the place of her mother’s reft- 
dence; and thefe fuggeftions utterly deprived him 
of the fmall remains of recollection, which he 
had hitherto retained. His eyes rolled about, 
witneffing rage and diftra&tion; he foamed at the 
mouth, ftamped upon the ground with great vio-~ 
Jence, uttered incoherent imprecations againft 
himfelf and all mankind, and would have fallied 
forth again he knew not whither, upon the fame 
horfe, which he had already almott killed with 
fatigue, had not his confident found means to 
quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and recal his 
reflection, by reprefenting the condition of the 
poor animals, and advifing him to hire frefh 
horfes, and ride poft acrofs the country, to the 
village in the neighbourhood of Mrs. Gauntlet’s 
habitation, where they fhould infallibly intercept 
the daughter, provided they could get the ftart 
of her upon the road. 

_Peregrine not only relifhed, but forthwith 
acted in conformity with this good counfel. His 
own horfes were committed to the charge of the 
landlord, with directions for Pipes, in cafe he 
fhould come thither in queft of his matter ; and 
a couple of {tout geldings being prepared, he and 
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his valet took the road again, fteering their courfe 
‘according to the motions of the poft-boy, who 
undertook to be their guide. They had almoft 
finifhed the firft ftage, when they defcried a 
poft-chaife juft halting at the inn where they pro- 
pofed to change horfes ; upon which, our adven- 
turer, glowing with a motft interefting prefage, 
put his beaft to the full fpeed, and approached 
near enough to diftinguifh, (as the travellers 
quitted the carriage) that he had at laft come up 
with the very individual perfons whom he had 
purfued fo long. 

Flufhed with the difcovery, he galloped into 
the yard fo fuddenly, that the lady and her con- 
ductor fcarce had time to fhut themfelves up in 
a chamber, to which they retreated with great 
precipitation ; fo that the purfuer was now cer- 
tain of having houfed his prey. That he might, 
however, leave nothing to fortune, he placed 
himfelf upon the ftair, by which they had afcended 
to the apartment, and fent up his compliments to: 
the young lady, defiring the favour of being ad- 
mitted to her prefence, otherwife he fhould be 
odliged to wave all ceremony, and take that li- 
berty which fhe would not give. The fervanr 
having conveyed this meffage through the key- 
hole, returned with an anfwer, importing, that 
fhe would adhere to the refolution fhe had taken,,’ 
and perifh rather than comply with his will. 
Our adventurer, without ftaying to make any 
rejoinder to this reply, ran up ftairs, and thun- 
dering at the door for entrance, was given to un- 
derftand by the nymph’s attendant, that a blun- 
derbufs was ready primed for his reception, and 
that he would do well to fpare him the neceflity 
of thedding blood, in defence of a perfon who 
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bad put herfelf under his. protedtion. “ Al the 
laws of the land (faid he) cannot now uatie the 
knots by which we are bound together ;. and. 
therefore I will guard ber as. my own property ¢ 
fo that you had better defift from your fruitlefs 
attempt, and thereby confult your own. fafety : 
for, by the God that made me ! I will difcharge 
my piece upon you, as foon as you fet your nofe 
within the door; and your blaod be upon your 
own head.”’ Thefe menaces from, a citiaen’s 
clerk, would have been. fuficient motives. fox 
Pickle to ftorm the breach, although they had 
not been. reinforced by that declaration, which 
informed him of Emilia’s having beftowed, herfel€ 
in marriage upon fuch.a contemptible rival. F bis 
fole confideration added wings to his impetuofty, 
and he applied his footte the door with fuch isre- 
fiftible force, as burfted it open.in:an inftant, en- 
tering at the fame time with a piftol ready cock’d 
in his hand. His: antagonift, inftead of firing 
his blunderbufs, when be faw him appreach, 
flarted back, with evident figns of furpriae and 
' .confternation, exclaiming, ‘* Lord Jefus! Sir, 
you are not the man! and, without doubs, are 
under fome miftake with regard to us,”” 

Before Peregrine had time to anfwer this falu- 
tation, the lady hearing it, advanced to him, 
and pulling off a mafk, difcovered a face which 
he had never feen before. The Gorgon’s head, 
according to the fables of antiquity, never had a 
more.-in{tantaneous or petrifying effed, than that 
which this countenance produced upoa the afte. 
nifhed youth. His eyes were fhxed upon this uns 
known object, as if they had been attracted by 
the power of inchantment, his. feet. feemed ri 
vetted to.the ground, and after having ftood mo- 
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tionlefs for the fpace of a few minutes, he dropped 
down in an apoplexy of difappointment and de- 
fpair. The Swifs, who had followed him, fee- 
ing his mafter in this condition, lifted him up, 
and laying him upon a bed in the next room, let 
him blaod immediately, without hefitation, be- 
ing always provided with a cafe of lancets, againft 
all accidents on the road. ‘To this forefight our 
hero, in al} probability, was indebted for his life. 
By virtue of a very copious evacuation, he re- 
covered the ufe of his fenfes; but the complica- 
tion of fatigues, and violent tranfports which he 
had undergone, brewed up a dangerous fever in 
his blood ; and a phyfician being called from the 
next market-town, feveral days elapfed before 
he would anfwer for his life. 


CHAP. LXXXV. 


Peregrine fends a meffage to Mrs. Gauntlet, who 
- veedis his propofal. He repairs to the garifon. 


T length, however, his conftitution over- 
came his difeafe, though not before it had 
in 2@ great meafure tamed the fury of his difpo- 
fition, and brought bim to a ferious confideration 
of his conduct. In th‘s humiliation of his fpirits, 
he reflected with fhame and remorfe upon his 
treachery to the fair, the innocent Emilia; he 
remembered his former fentiments in her favour, 
as well as the injunctions of his dying uncle ; he 
recollected his intimacy with her brother, againft . 
which he had fo bafely finned ; and revolving all 
the circumftances of her conduct, found it fo 
commendable, fpirited, and noble, that he deemed 
her an object of fufficient dignity to merit his ho- 
a" D5 7 nourable 
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nourable addreffes, even though his duty had not 
been concerned in thedecifion: but, obligated as 
he was, to make reparation to a worthy family, 
which he had fo grofly injured, he thought he 
could not manifeft his reformation too foon; and, 
whenever he found himfelf able to hold the pen, 
wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he ac- 
knowledged, with many exprefiions of forrow and 
contrition, that he had aéted a part altogether 
unbecoming a man of honour, and fhould never 
enjoy the leaft tranquillity of mind, until he 
fhould have merited her forgivenefs. He pro- 
tefted, that although. his happinefs intirely de- 
pended upon the determination of Emilia, he 
would even renounce all hope of being blefled 
with her favour, if fhe could point out any other 
method of making reparation to that amiable 
young lady, but by laying his heart and fortune- 
at her feet, and fubmitting himfelf to her plea- 
fure during the remaining part of his life. He 
conjured her, therefore, in the moft pathetic: 
manner, to pardon him, in confideration of his. 
fincere repentance, and ufe her maternal influence 
with her daughter, fo as that he might be per- 
mitted to wait upon her with a wedding-ring, as 
Joon as his health would allow him to undertake 

the journey. | 
This explanation being difpatched by Pipes, 
who had, by this. time, found his mafter, the 
young gentleman inquired about the couple whom 
he had fo unfortunately purfued, and underftood 
from his valet de chambre, who learn’d the ftory 
from their own mouths, that the lady was the 
only daughter of a rich Jew, and her attendane 
no other than his apprentice, who had converted 
her to chriftianity, and married her at the fame. 
time 3. 
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time; that this fecret having taken air, the old 
Ifraelite had contrived a fcheme to feparate them 
for ever; and they being apprized of his inten- 
tion, had found means to elope from his houfe, 
with a view of fheltering themfelves in France, 
until the affair could be made up: that feeing 
three men ride after them with fuch eazernefs 
and fpeed, they never doubted that the purfuers. 
were her father, accompanied by fome friends or 
domeftics, and on that fuppofition had fled with 
the utmoft difpatch and trepidation, until they 
had found themfelves happily undeceived, at that 
very inftant, when they expected nothing but 
mifchief and misfortune: and laftly, the Swifs 
gave him to underftand, that after having pro- 
feffed fome concern for his deplorable fituation, 
and enjoyed a flight refrefhment, they had taken 
their departure for Dover, and, inall likelihood, 
were fafely arrived at Paris. 

In four and twenty hours after Pipcs was. 
charged. with his commiffion, he brought back an 
anfwer from the mother of Emilia, couched in 
thefe words. 


«SIR, 
Received the favour of yours, and am glad, 
for your own fake, that you have attained a 
due fenfe and conviction of your unkind and un- 
chriftian behaviour to poor Emy. I thank God, 
none of my children were ever fo infulted before. 
Give me leave to tell you, Sir, my daughter was 
no upftart, without friends or education, but a 
young lady as well bred, and better born, than 
moft private gentlewomen in the kingdom: and 
therefore, though you had no efteem for her per- 


fon, you ought to sear a fome regard to He 
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’ family, which (no difparagement to you, Sir) is 
more honourable than your own. As for your 
propofal, Mifs Gauntlet will not hear of it, be- 
ing, that fhe thinks her honour will not allow her 
to liften to any terms of reconciliation ; and fhe 
is not yet fo deftitute, as to embrace an offer to 
which fhe has the leaft obje@tion. In the mean 
time, fhe is fo much indilpofed, that fhe cannot 
pofiibly fee company ; fa I beg you will not take — 
the trouble of making a fruitlefs journey to this 
place. Perhaps your future condu@ may deferve 
her forgivenefs ; and really, as 1 am concerned 
for your happinefs, which (you affure me) de- 
pends upon her condefcenfion, F wifh with all my 
heart it may ; and am (notwithftanding all that 
has happened) : 
7 Your fincere well-wither, 


Crcirra GAUNTLET.”® 


From this epiftle, and the information of his 
meffenger, our hero learn’d, that his miftrefs 
had actually profited by his wild-goofe-chace, fo 
as to make a fafe retreat to her mother’s houfe ; 
-and, though forry to hear of her indifpofition, he 
was alfo piqued at her implacability, as well as 
at fome ftately paragraphs of the letter, in which 
(he thought) the good lady had confulted her own 
vanity rather than her good fenfe. Fhefe motives 
“of refentment helped him to bear his difappoint- 

ment ltke a philofopher, efpecially as he had 
now quieted his confcience, in proffering to re- 
drefs the injury he had done; and, moreover, 
found himfelf, with regard to his love, in acalm 
ftate of hope and refignation. 
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A feafonable fit of iJlnefs is an excellent me- 
dicine for the turbulence of paffion, Such a re- 
formation had the fever produced in the ceconomy 
of his thoughts, that he moralized like an apoftle, 
and projected feveral prudential fchemes for his 
future conduct. 

In the mean time,. as foan as his health was 
fufficiently re-eftablifhed, he took a trip.to the 
garifon, in order to vifit his friends; and learn’d 
from Hatchway’s own mouth, that he had broke 
the ice of courtfhip to his aunt, and that his ad- 
drefles were now fairly afloat; though when he 
firft declared himfelf to the widow, after fhe had 
been duly prepared for the occafion, by her niece 
and the reft of her friends, fhe had received his 
propofal with a becoming referve, and pioufly 
wept at the remembrance of her hufband, ob- 
ferving, that fhe fhould never meet with his 
fellow. 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant’s fuit with 
all his influence; and all Mrs. Trunnion’s ob- 
jections to the match being furmounted, it was 
determined,’ that the day of marriage fhould be 
put off for three months, that her reputation ~ 
might not fuffer by a precipitate engagement. 
His next care was to give orders for erecting a 
plain marble monument to the memory of his 
uacle, on which the following infcription, com- 
pofed by the bridegroom, actually appeared in 
golden letters, 


Here 
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Here lies, 
Foundered in a fathom and an half,. 
The Shell 
Of 
Hawser Trunnion, Efq; 
Formerly commander of a fquadron 
In his Majefty’s fervice, 
Who broach’d to, at five P. M.. O&, X”.. 
In the year of his age 
‘Threefcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
And his tackle ready manned, 
And never fhewed his poop to the enemy» 
Except when he took her in tow ; 
But, his fhot being expended, 
His match burnt out, 
And his upper works decayed, 
_ He was funk 
By death’s fuperior weight of metal.. 
| Neverthelefs, 
He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 
His rigging refitted, 
And his timbers repaired, 
And, with one broad-fide,. 
Make his adverfary 
Strike in his turn. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. LXXXVI. 


Fle returns to London, and meets with Cadwal- 
lader, who entertains btm with a curious dia- 
logue. 


HE young gentleman having performed 
thefe laft offices, in honour of his deceafed’ 


Benefactor, and prefented Mr. Jolter to the long- 
expected living, which at this time happened to 
be vacant, returned to London, and refumed his 
former gaiety: not that he was able to fhake 
Emilia from his thoughts, or even to remember 
her without violent emotions; for, as he reco- 
vered his vigour, his former tmpatience recurred, 
and therefore he refolved to plunge himfelf head- 
long into fome intrigue, that might engage his 
paffions, and amufe his imagination. 

A man of his accomplifhments could not fail. 
to meet with a variety of fubjeéts, on which his 
gallantry would have been properly exercifed ; 
and this abundance diftracted his choice, which 
at any time was apt to be int. -nced by caprice 
and whim. I have already obferved, that he had 
lifted his view, through a matrimonial perfpec- 
tive, as high asa lady of the firft quality and di- 
{tinction ; and now, that he was refufed by Mifs 
Gauntlet, and enjoyed a little refpite from the 
agonies of that flame which her charms had 
kindled in his heart, he renewed his affiduities to 
her grace; and, though he durft not yet rifk an 
explanation, enjoyed the pleafure of feeing him- 
felf fo well received in quality of a particular ac4 
quaintance, that he flattered himfelf with the be- 


hef of his having made fome progrefs in age 
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heart; and was confirmed in this conceited no- 
tion, by the afflurances of her woman, whom, by 
liberal largeffes, he retained in his intereft, be- 
caufe fhe found means to perfuade him, that fhe 
was in the confidence of her lady. But, not- 
withftanding this encouragement, and the fan- 
guine fuggeftions of his own vanity, he dreaded 
the thoughts of expofing himfelf to. her ridicule 
and refentment, by a premature declaration, and 
determined to poftpone his addrefles, until he 
fhould be more certified of the probability of fuc- 
ceeding in his attempt. 

While he remained in this hefitation and fuf- 
pence, he was one morning very agreeably fur- 
prized with the appearance of his friend Crabtrees 
who, by the permiffion of Pipes, to whom he 

was well known, entered his chamber before he 
was awake, and, by a violent fhake of the 
fhoulder, difengaged him from the arms of fleep. 
The firft compliments having mutually paffed, 
Cadwallader gave him to underftand, that he had 
arrived in town over-night in the ftage-coach 
from Bath, and entertained him with fuch a lu- 
dicrous aceount of his fellow-travellers, that Pe- 
regrine, for the firft time fince their parting, in- 
auleed bimfelf in mirth, even to the hazard of 
fuffocation. 

This relation was confined to a curious dia- 
logue that pafled betwixt a woollen-draper’ and 
his wife, who were his only companions during 
the beft part of the journey. The lady laboured 
under a Diabetes, in confequence of having ufed 
the waters injudicioufly for another complaint ; 
@od,. that fhe might not be an impediment to the 
carriage, by ordering it to halt, as often as fhe 
fhould have occafion to difembague, fhe had pro- 

| vided 
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wided herfelf with a. leatherm convenience, whiclr 
her hufband casried: uw the pocket of his: great 
eoat, conveying if privately to her, when fhe 
found herfelf neceffttated to ufe it; and after- 
wards, taking the opportunity to.empty it owt at - 
the window, when the Mifanthrope’s head chaneed 
to he turned another way. | 

As this comple embarked. with Crabtree, im the 
full perfuafion of his being utterly bereft af the 
fenfe of hearing, they kept mo fort of referve in 
their convercfatiow ; and at Iaft fairly quarrelled, 
on account af the good man’s want of alertness, 
in bandisg the commodity, whew his. help-mate’s 
occafions: were fa extremely: prefkng, thae her 
fluod-gates, gave way, before fhe was prepared for 
the irruption. Smarting with thie difagreeable 
circumftsnce, ** Odds, plague ! you rincompoop, 
(cried fhe) you have fumbled fo long about the 
pot, that I have drenched myfelf all over. [ 
wif to God you had received the f&ream in your 
mouth.” “Ek tbank you for your good-will, my 
dear, fanfwered. the patient hufband) yow would 
promote meta the honour of being a piffing-poft.”® 
“¢ [’'m fire, (retorted his yoke-fellow, fnatching 
the utenfil from: bis hand) yow are fit for no. other 
poft ; and, aceordingly, fuffer yourfelf to. be pifs’d 
upon by every hody. Witnefe your pitiful beha- 
viouc at the E,Ov table, when that officer bul- 
lied you out of twenty guineas, which you wan’t 
obliged to. pay.”? ‘+ There you happen to be 
wide af the matter, (Gid the draper) the whole 
company wave it againft me, as a fair bett; be- 
fides, the captain threatened to cut my: throat, 
and 1 did not choofe to give him that trouble.” 
“Cut your throat! (exclaimed the virago) I 
would a durft; vou hada good action againft ee 
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for putting you in fear of your life. But youare 
a poor tool, good for nothing but fquandering 
away my money. If you had pofleffed fpirit 
enough to follow my advice, you might have been 
a deputy of the ward, by this time. But, alF 
your Care is to fit among your companions of the: 
garden, and fing bunting-fongs, till you get drunk, 
leaving your trade at fixes and fevens, and your 

family to go to the dogs.” | 
The hufband (pacific as he was) being nettled: 
at thefe infinuations, frankly told her, that his 
affairs had never profpered, fince fhe had per- 
fuaded him to fwear a book-debt againft a gen- 
tleman’s executor, after he had been paid by the’ 
deceafed. Upon which, her eyes lightened with. 
fury, and fhe called him a mean-fpirited forry 
fellow, for upbraiding her, a weak woman, with. 
what fhe had done for his own good. ‘¢ Sirraby. 
(faid fhe) I fuppofe you would be bafe enough: 
to turn evidence againft me, if you thought you 
could get any thing by the information, though 
that was the only thing you ever did for your 
poor family. Who is to provide for my children. 
if their father don’t ?’’ ** And I with from my 
heart their father would provide for them,” (faid: 
the hufband, irritated by the epithets fhe had ut- 
tered.) ‘* An’t you their father, Mr. Wifeacre,. 
(cried the agereflor :) Ha’n’t I brought you five 
as fine babes as any inthe parifh?” ‘* Yes, yes, 
(replied the other) you have brought me feveral: 
very fine children, that muft be allowed; but, 
whether or not they are of my begetting, is 
queftion that I am not quite fo clear about.” 
“* How, fellor!: (replied the wife) do you doubt 
my vartue?’’ ‘+ No, not I, (anfwered the 
fhopkeeper) Ihave no doubts about the matter. 
Je 
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It is a long time fince furgeon C—— affured me, 
that he would fuckle upon his thumb all the chil- 
dren I fhould ever beget; and I have other con- 
vincing reafons to fupport his opinion.” 

Thefe laft words had fcarce proceeded from his 
mouth, when his fweet-blooded fpoufe, leaving 
her duty and obedience on the left hand, and for- 
getting that fhe was fubject to the eye of any un- 
concerned fpectator, lifted up the machine fhe 
had juft replenifhed, and made fuch application 
with it to the forehead of her hufband, as prefled 
the two fides of it together, by which means, 
the contents were fquirted out in a full ftream, 
that played upon the vifage of the aftonifhed 
Mifanthrope ; and, not fatisfied with the ven- 
geance fhe had taken, fhe quitted her weapon, 
and aflaulted him with tooth and nail, exclaim- 
ing all the time, ** Ah! you pitiful cuckoldy 
fcrub, have you the impudence to own to my 
face, that you married a woman of my character, 
when you knew your own infirmities? You 
had a bafe defign upon my fortune, you flave, 
although you was fenfible that you could never 
deferve it. But, I'll be revenged of you, if 
there be a man to be had for love or money.”” 

Thus, far from attempting to clear herfelf 
from the imputation implied in her hufband’s 
words, fhe conftrued his declaration into an ac- 
“knowledgment of the ill ufage fhe had fuffered ; 
and while fhe trumpeted her own wrongs, with 
great vociferation, exercifed her claws with fuch 
rancour and agility, that the poor draper was 
fain to roar aloud for affiftance ; and as Cadwal- 
Jader had no inclination to interpofe, he would, 
in all probability, have met with the fate of Or- 


pheus, had not his cries reached the ears of the 
| coach- 
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ccachmar, who defcended from his box, anc 
partly by threats, and partly by intreatics, put am. 
end to her operations. | 


CHAP, LXXXVH. 
Crabtree faunds the duchefs, and undeceives Pickle, 


who, by an extrqordinary accident, becomes ac- 
_ quainted with another lady of quality. 


(“Rabtree having rehearfed this adventure, in 

fuch a peculiarity of manner, as added in- 
finite ridicule to every circumftance, and re- 
peated every fcandalous report which had circu- 
ated at the Bath, after Peregrine’s departure, 
was informed by the youth, that he harboured a 
defign upon the perfon of fuch a duchefs, and 
in all. appearance had no reafon to complain of 
lr's reception; but, that he would not venture. 
to declare himfelf, until he fhould be more af- 
certained of her fentiments : and therefore, he 
begg'd leave to depend upon the intelligence of 
his friend Cadwallader, who, he knew, was ad- 
mitted to her partics. 

The Mifanthrope, before he would promife his 
affiftance, afked if his p'o’‘pe& verged towards 
matrimony ? and our adventurer (who guefled 
the meaning of his queftion) replying in the ne- 
gative, he undertook the office «f reconnoitring 
her inclination, protefting at the fame time, that 
he would never concern himfelf in any feheme, 
that did not tend to the difgrace and deception of 
all the fex. On thefe conditions, he efpoufed 
the intereft of our hera, and 3 plan was imme- 
diately concerted, in confequence of which they 
met by accident at her grace’s table; and Pickle 

having 
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having ‘flayed all the ‘fore-part of the evening, 
and fat out all ‘the company, except the Milan- 
thrope and a certain widow-lady, who was ‘faid 
to bein the Yecrets of my lady duchefs, went 
away, on pretence of an indifpenfible engage- 
ment, that Crabtree might have a proper oppor; 
tunity of making him the fubject of conver- 
{ation. | 

Actordingly, he had fearce quitted the apart- 
ment, when this Cynic attending him to the 
door, with a look of morofe difdain, “« Were] 
an abfolute prince, (faid he) and that fellow one 
of try fubjeéts, I would order ‘him to be cloath’d 
in fack-cluth, and he fhould drive my affes to 
water, that his lofty fpirit ‘might be lowered to 
the level of his deferts. "The pride of a peacock 
is downright ‘felf-denial, when compared with 
the vanity of that coxcontb, which was naturally 
arrogant, but is now rendered altogether into~ 
lerable, by the reputation he acquired at Bath, 
for kicking a bully, outwitting a club of raw 
fharpers, and divers other pranks, in the execu+ 
tion of which he was more lucky than wife. But 
nothing has contributed fo much to the increafe 
of his itifolence and felf-conceit, as the favour he 
found among the ladies. Ay, the-ladies, Madam, 
I care not who knows it: the lad‘es, who (to 
their honour be it fpoken) never fail to patronize 
foppery and folly, provided they folicit their en- 
couragement. And yet, this dog was noton the 
footing of thofe hermaphroditical animals, who 
may be reckoned among the number of waiting- 
women, who air your fhifts, comb your lap- 
dogs, examine your nofes with maznifying glaffes, 
in order to fqueeze out the worms, clean your 


tecth-brufhes, fwecten your handkerchiefs, 
an 
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and foften wafte paper for your occafions. This 
fellow Pickle was entertained for more important 
purpofes ; his turn of duty never came till all 
thofe lapwings were gone to rooft; then he 
fcaled windows, leaped over garden-walls, and 
was let in by Mrs. Betty, in the dark. Nay, 
the magiftrates of Bath complimented him with 
the freedom of the corporation, merely becaufey 
through his means, the waters had gained extra- 
ordinary credit; for every female of a tolerable 
appearance, that went thither on account of her 
fterility, got the better of her complaint, during 
his refidence at the Bath: and now, the fellow 
thinks no woman can withftand his addrefles. 
He had not been here three minutes, when I 
could t asoinaka with half an eye, that he had 
marked out your grace for a conqueft; I mean 
in an honourable way ; though the rafcal has im- 
pudence enough to attempt any thing.” So 
faying, he fixed his eyes upon the duchefs, who 
(while her face glowed with indignation) turning 
to her confidant, expreffed herfelf in thefe words. 
“* Upon my life! 1 believe there is actually fome 
truth in what this old ruffian fays; I have myfelf 
obferved that young fellow eying me with a very 
particular ftare.” ‘* It is not to be at all won- 
dered at, (faid her friend) that a youth of his 
complexion fhould be fenfible to the charms of 
your grace ; but I dare fay, he would not pre- 
fume to entertain any, but the moft honourable 
and refpectful fentiments.” ‘* Refpedtful fenti- 
ments! (cried my lady, with a look of ineffable | 
difdain) if I thought the fellow had aflurance 
enough to think of me in any fhape, I proteft I 
would forbid him my houfe. Upon my honour, 
fuch inftances of audacity fhould induce perfons 

of 
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of quality to keep your fmall gentry at a greater 
diftance ; for they are very apt to grow impu- 
dent, upon the Jeaft countenance or encourage- 
ment.” 

Cadwallader, fatisfied with this declaration, 
changed the fubject of difcourfe, and next day 
communicated his difcovery to his friend Pickle, 
who, upon this occafion, felt the moft ftinging 
fenfations of mortifying pride, and refolved to 
quit his profpect with a good grace. Nor did the 
execution of this felf-denying fcheme coft him 
one moment’s uneafinefs ; for his heart had never 
been interefted in the purfuit, and his vanity tri- 
umphed in the thoughts of manifefting his in- 
difference. Accordingly, the very next time he 
wvifited her grace, his behaviour was remarkably 
frank, fprightly, and difengaged ; and the fubject 
of love being artfully introduced by the widow, 
who had been directed to found his inclinations, 
he rallied the paffion with great eafe and feverity, 
and made no fcruple of declaring himfelf heart- 
whole. . 

Though the duchefs had refented his fuppofed 
affeQtion, fhe was now offended at his infenfi- 
bility, and even fignified her difguft, by ob- 
ferving, that perhaps his attention to his own 
qualifications {creened him from the impreffion 
of all other objects. 

While he enjoyed this farcafm, the meaning 
of which he could plainly difcern, the company — 
was joined by a certain virtuofo, who had gained 
free accefs to all the great families of the land, 
by his notable talent of goffipping and buffoonery, 
He was now in the feventy- fifth year of his age ; 
his birth was fo obfcure, that he fcarce knew his 
father’s name, his education fuitable to the dig- 
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nity of his defeat, his character jpablickly branded 
with homicidg, profligacy, end deeach of trutt ; 
yet this man, by the happy.astheritance sof 4m- 
pregnable effrontery, and a lucky proftitution ef 
all principle, in resdering hinifelf tebdfervient to 
the appetites of ithe great, had attained to an in- 
dependency -of fortune, .as wrell as to fudh «a pars 
ticular fhare of faveur amonp the quality, that 
although he wes well known ‘to -have ptinped for 
threeigenerations:of she nobility, there was-neta 
lady of fafbion inthe kingdom, ‘who ferupled to 
adovit him to her toilette, or even to -be {quired 
by him, in any public -plase of :entertainrment. 
Not dut-that this dage was occafionally wfdful to 
his fellow-creatures, by thefe connexiens with 
eople of fortune; for, the often-undertock to 
idite charity in bebalfiof wiftrefled objeGs, with 
a view of embezzling one half of the benefac- 
tions. It was an errand of this kind that ‘now 
brought him to the houfe of her grace. 

After having fat a few -minutes, the told the 
company, that he would favour them with a very 
proper opportunity to‘extend their benevolence, 
for the relief of a poor gentlewomen, who was 
reduced to the moft:abje€t mifery, by ‘the death 
of her hufband, and juft delivered of a couple 
of fine boys. They, moreover, underftood from 
his information, that this objeét was daughter of 
a good family, who had renounced‘her, in‘con- 
fequence of her marrying an enfign without a 
fortune ; and-even ob{ructed his promotion with 
all their influence and power ; a-circumftance of 
barbarity, which had made fuch an impreffion 
upon his mind, as difordered his brain, and drove 
him to defpair, in a fit of which he had made 

away 
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away with himfelf, leaving his wife then big with 
chid, to all the horrors of indigence and grief. 
Various were the criticifms on this pathetic 
pifure, which the old man drew with great ex- 
preffion. My lady duchefs concluded, that fhe 
muft be a creature void of all feeling and re- 
fie€tion, who could furvive fuch aggravated mi- 
fery ; therefore, did not deferve to be relieved, 
except in the charaGter cf a common beggar 3; 
and was generous. enough to offer a recommen-~ 
dation, by which fhe would be admitted into an 
infirmary, to which her grace was a fubfcriber ; 
at the fame time, advifing the follicitor to fend 
the twins to the Foundling-hofpital, where they 
would be carefully nurfed and brought up, fo as 
to become ufeful members of the commonwealth. 
Another lady, with all due deference to the opi- 
nion of the duchefs, was free enough to blame 
the generofity of her grace, which would only 
ferve to encourage children in their difobedience 
to their parents, and might be the means not only 


- ef prolonging the diftrefs of the wretched crca- 


ture, but alfo of ruining the conftitution of fome 


young heir, perhaps the hope of a great family ;. 


for, fhe did fuppofe that madam, when her month 
fhould be up, and her brats difpofed of, would . 
fpread her attractions to the public, (provided 
fhe could profit by her perfon) and, .in the ufual 
way, make a regular progrefs from St. James’s 
to Drury-lane. She apprehended, for thefe rea- 
fons, that their compaffion would be moft. effec- 
tually fhewn, in leaving her to perifh in her pree 


fent neceffity ; and that the old gentleman would 


be unpardonable, fhould he perift in his endea-' 
vours to relieve her. A third member of this 
tender-hearted fociety, after having afked if the 
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young woman was handfome? and been an- 
{wered in the negative, allowed, that there was 
a great deal of reafon in what had been faid 
by the honourable perfon who had fpoke laft ; 
neverthelefs, fhe humbly conceived, her fentence 
would admit of fome mitigation... *¢ Let- the 
bantlings (faid fhe) be fent to, the hofpital, ac- 
cording to the advice of her grace, and a {mall 
collection be made for the prefent fupport of the 
mother; and when her health. is recovered, I 
will take her into my family, in quality of an 
upper-fervant, or medium between me and my. 
woman ; for, upon my life! I can’t endure to. 
chide, or give directions to a creature, who is, 
in point of birth and education, but one degree 
above the vulgar.”’ | 
This propofal met. with univerfal approbation.. 
The duchefs (to her immortal honour) began 
the contribution with a crown ; fo that the reft 
of the company were obliged to reftriét their li- 
berality to half the fum, that her grace might not 
be affronted ; and the propofer demanding the 
poor woman’s name and place of abode, the old. 
mediator could not help giving her ladyfhip a 
verbal direction, though he was extremely mor- 
tified (on more accounts than one) to find fuch 
an iffue to his folicitation. 
Peregrine, who, though humorous as winter, 
had a tear for pity, and an hand open as day, 
for melting charity, was fhocked at the nature and 
refult of this ungenerous confultation. He con- 
tributed his half-crown, however; and retiring 
from the company, betook himfelf to the lodgings 
of the forlorn lady in the ftraw, according to the 
direlion he had heard. Upon inquiry, he un- 
derftood, that fhe was then vifited by fome cha-. 
ritable 
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ritable gentlewoman, who had fent for a nurfe, | 
and waited the return of the meffenger; and he 
fent up his refpedis, defiring he might be per- 
mitted to fee her, on pretence of having been in-. 
timate with her late hufband. © 

Though the poor woman had never heard of 
his name, fhe did not think proper to deny his 


‘requeft ; and he was conducted to a paultry 


chamber in the third ftory, where he found this 
unhappy widow fitting up in a truckle-bed, and 
fuckling one of her infants, with the moft pi- 
teous expreffion of anguifh in her features, which 
were naturally regular and fweet, while the 
other was fondled on the knee of a perfon, whofe: 
attention was {fo much ingrofled by her little 
charge, that for the prefent fhe could mind no- 
thing elfe: and it was not till after the firft come. 
pliments paffed betwixt the haplefs mother and 
cur adventurer, that he perceived the ftranger’s 
countenance, which infpired him with the higheft- 
efteem and admiration. He beheld all the graces 
of elegance and beauty, breathing fentiment and 
beneficence, and feftened into the moft inchant- ‘ 
ing tendernefs of weeping fympathy : and when 
he declared the caufe of his vifit, which was no 
other than the defire of befriending the diftreffed 
lady, to whom he prefented a bank-note for 
twenty pounds, he was favoured with fuch a 
look of complacency by this amiable phantom, 
who might have been juftly taken for an angel 


-miniftering to the neceflities of mortals, that his 


whole foul was tranfported with love and vene- 
ration. Nor was this prepoffeffion diminifted by 
the information of the widow, who, after having, 
manifefted her gratitude: in a flood of tears, told 
hint, that the unknown object of his efteem wes 
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a perfon of honour, who having heard by acci- 
dent of her deplorable fituation, had immediately 
obeyed the dictates of her humanity, and come 
in perfon to relieve her diftrefs; that fhe had not 
only generoufly fupplied her with money for pre- 
fent fuftenance, but alfo undertaken to provide a 
nurfe for her babes, and even promifed to favour her 
with protection, fhould fhe furvive her prefent mee 
‘ Jancholy fituation. To thefe articles of intelli- 
gence fhe added, that the name of her benefaétrefs 
was the celebrated lady ——, to whofe character 
the youth was no ftranger, though he ‘had fever 
feen her perfon before. The killing edge. of “her 
eharms was a little blunted by the accidents’ of 
time and fortune ; but no man of tafte and’ ima- 
gination, whofe nerves were not quite chilled 
with the froft of age, could, even at that time, 
look upon her with impunity: and as Peregririe 
faw her attractions heightened by the tender of- 
fice in which fhe was engaged, he was {mitten 
with her beauty, and fo ravifhed with her com- 
paffion, that he could not fupprefs his emotions, 
but applauded her benevolence with all the warmth 
of enthufiafm. _ cane 
Her ladyfhip received his compliments with 
great politenefs and affability ; and the occafion 
on which they’ met being equally interefting to 
both, an acquaintance commenced between them 
and they concerted meafures for the’ benefit’ of 
the widow and her two children, one of whom 
our hero befpoke for his.own godfon ; for Pickle 
was not fo obfcure in the beau monde, but that his 
fame had reached the ears of this lady, who, 
therefore, did not difcourage his advances towards 


er friendfhip and efteem. 
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All the. particulars relating to their charge being 
adjufted, he attended her ladyfhip to her own 
houfe ; and, by her converfation, had the plea- 
fure of finding her underftanding fuitable to her 
other accomplifhments.. Nor had fhe any reafon 
to, think, that our herg’s qualifications had been 
exaggerated by common report. 
. One of their adopted children died before it was 
baptized ; fo that their care concentered in the 
other, for whom they ftood fponfors ; and un- 
derftanding that the old agent was become trou- 
blefome in his vifits to the mother, to whom he_ 
now began to adminifter fuch counfel as fhocked 
the delicacy of her virtue, they removed her into 
another lodging, where fhe would not be ex- 
pofed to his machinations; and in lefs than a 
month, our hero learn’d from a nobleman of his 
acquaintance, that the hoary pandar had actually 
engaged to procure for him, this poor afflicted 
gentlewoman ; and being fruftrated in his inten- 
tion, fubftituted in her room a nymph from the 


purlieus of Covent-garden, that made his lord- . 


ee feverely for the favours fhe beftowed. - 
ean while, Peregrine cultivated his new ac- 
quaintance with all his art and affiduity, pre- 
fuming, from the circumftance of her reputation 
and fate, as well as on the ftrength of his own 
merit, that, in time, he fhould be able to indulge 
that paffion which had begun to glow within his 
breatt. | | 

_ As-her ladyfhip had undergone a vaft variety of 
fortune and adventure, which he had heard in- 
diftinétly related, with numberlefs errors and mit 
reprefentations, he was no fooner intitled, by 
the familiarity of communication, to afk fuch a 


favour, than he earneftly intreated her to enter- 
E 3 tain 
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tain him with the particulars of her ftory ; and,. 
by dint of importunity, fhe was at length pre-— 


-vailed upon (in a felect partie) to gratify his eu- 
mony in thefe words, - : 


CH A P. LXXXVIIL 
«The memoirs ‘of e lady of quality. 


Y the circumflances of the ftory which I ag 
. going to relate, you. will. be .convinced: of 
-my candour, while you are informed of, Pay ,in- 
difcretion ; and be enabled, .I hope, to, .perceive, 
that howfoever my head may have erred, my 
ihcart hath always been uncorrupted, and that I 
have been unhappy, becaufe I loved, and was a 
sweoman. 
_ I believe I need not obferve, that I was the 
enly child of a man of good fortune, who in- 
dulged me, in my infancy, with all the. tender- 
nels .of paternal affeCtion; and when I was fix 
years old, fent me toa private fchool, where I 
flayed till my age was doubled, and became fuch 
a favourite, that I was (even in thofe early days) 
carried to all the places of public diverfion, the 
court itfelf net excepted 5 an indulgence that,flat- 
teied my love-of pleafure,. to which 1 was. nagu- 
rally addiSted, and encouraged thofe ideas of va- 
nity and ambition, which {pring up fo early. in 
the human mini. 

I was lively and good-natured, my imagination 
apt to run riot, my heart liberal and difinterefted ; 
though I was fo obftinately attached to my .own 
opinions, that I could not well broak contra- 
BiGtion 3, “ ue) in the whole of ass difpofition, re- 
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fembled that of Henry the fifth, as défcribed by 
Shakefpear. 

In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where 
I was firft introduced into the world as a wo- 
‘man, having been intitled to that privilege by 
my perfon, which was remarkably tall for my 
‘years; and there my fancy was quite captivated 
by the variety of diverfions in whieh I was con- 
tinually engaged: not that the parties were alto- 
_ gether new to me, but becaufe I mow found my- 
felf confidered’as:a perfon of confequence, and 
‘furrounded bya croud of admirers, who courted 
my acquaintance, and fed my vanity with praife 
cand adulation. In‘fhort, whether or not I de- 
ferved their encomiums, I feave the world to 
Sudge ; but my perfon was commerided, and my 
talent in dancing met with univerfal applaufe. 
No wonder then, that every thing appeared joy- 
‘ous-‘to a young creature, who was fo vuid of ex- 

perience and diffimulation, that fhe believed every 
-‘body’s heart as fincere as her own, and every ob- 
ject fuch as it appearedto be. 

‘Among the {wains who fighed, or pretended 
to figh for me, were two that bore a pretty equal 
fhare of my favour ; (it was too fuperficial to de- 
‘ ferve the name of love.)’ One of thefe was a for- 
ward youth of fixteen, extremely handfome, 
lively, and ‘impudent, who attended in quality 
of page upon the princefs Amelia, who {pent 
that feafon at the Bath; the other was a Scotch 
nobleman turned of thirty, who was graced with 
a red ribbon, and danced particularly well, two 
qualifications of great weight with a girl of my 
age, whofe heart was hot deeply interefted in the 
caufe: Neverthelefs, the page prevailed over 


this formidable rival; though our amour went 
E A no 


68 The ADVENTURES Of 


ne farther than a little flirtinz, and ceafed in- 
tirely when I left the place. 

Next year, however, I revifited this agreeable 
fcene, and pafled my time in the fame circle of 
amufements; in which, indeed, each feafon at 
Bath is exa@ly refembled by that which fucceeds, 
allowing for the difference of company, which is 
continually varying. There I met with the fame 
incenfe, and again had my favourite, who was 
a North Briton, and captain of foot, near forty 
years of age, and a little lame, an impediment 
which I did not difcover, until it was pointed out 
by fome of my companions, who rallied me upon 
my choice. He was always chearful, and very 
amcrous, .had a good countenance and an ex- 
cellent underftanding, poffeffed a great deal of 
art, and would have perfuaded me to marry him, 
had I not been reftrained by the authority of my: 
fatter, whofe confent was not to be obtained in 
favour of a man of his fortune. 

At the fame time, many propofals of marriage 
were made to my parents; but, as they came 
from people whom I did not like, I reje@ed them 
all, being determined to refufe every man who 
did not make his adJrefles to myfelf in perfon, 
‘becaufe I bad no notion of marrying for any 
thing but love. . 

Among thefe formal propofers was a Scottifh 
earl, whofe pretenfions were broke off by ,fome 
difference about fettlements; and the fon.of an 
Englifh baron, with whom my father. was in 
treaty, when he carried me to town, on a vifit 
to a young lady, with whom I had been intimate 
from my infancy. She was i delivered of her 
firit fon, for whom we ftgod fponfors ; fo that 
this occafion eceuee us a a whole month, during 

which, 
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which, I went to a ball at court on the queen’s 
birth-day, and there, for the firft time, felt what 
Jove and beauty were. > | | 
The fecond fon of duke ———, who had 
_ juft returned from his travels, was dancing with 
‘the princefs royal, when'a young Jady came and 
défired me to go and fee a ftranger, whom all the 
world admired : upon which, T followed her into 
‘the circle, and obferved this objeét of admira- 
‘tion. He was drefled in a coat of white cloth, 
“faced with blue fattin embroidered with filver, of 
‘the’ fame piece with his waiftcoat ; his fine hair 
‘hung down his back in ringlets below his waift, 
‘and his hat was laced with filver, and garnifhed 
with a white feather; but his perfon beggared all 
defcription. He was tall and graceful, neither 
_corpulent nor meagre, his limbs finely propor- 
‘tioned, his countenance open and majettic, his 
eyes full of fweetnefs and vivacity, his teeth rer 
ular, and his pouting lips of the complexion of 
‘the damafk rofe. In fhort, he was formed for 
Jove, ‘and infpired it wherever he appeared ; nor 
was he a niggard of his talents, but liberally re-- 
turned it; at leaft what paffed for-fuch: for he 
had a flow of gallantry, for which many: ladies 
of this land can vouch from their own expe- 
rience: but he exclaimed againft. marriage, .be- 
caufe he had, as yet, met with no woman, to 
whofe charms he would furrender: his liberty, 
though a princefs of France, and a lady of the 
fame rank in'————, were faid to be, at that 
time, enamoured of his.perfon. | 
~ T went home, totally ingrofléd by his idea, 
flattering myfelf, that he had obferved me with 
fome attention ; for — young and new, i 
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bad the goed fortune to attract the notice and 
approbation of the queen herfelf. 

Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably 
furprifed with the appearance of this amiable 
ftranger, who no fooner faw me enter, than he 
_approached fo near to the place where I fat, that 


I overheard what he faid to his companions; — 


‘and was fo happy as to find myfelf the fubject of 

his difcourfe, which abounded with rapturous 

expreffions of love and admiration. . _ 
I could not liften to thefe tranfports without 


emotion; my colour changed, my heart throbbed — 


-with unufual. violence, and mine eyes betrayed 
my inclinations in fundry favourable glances, 
which he feemed to interpret aright, though he 
could not then avail himfelf of his fuccefs, fo far 
as to communicate his fentiments by fpeech, be- 
caufe we were ftrangers to each other. 

I paffed that night in the moft anxious fufpence, 
and {everal days elapfed, before I faw him again. 
At length, however, being at court on a ball- 
night, and determined againft dancing, 1 per- 
ceived him among the croud, and, to my un- 
fpeakable joy, faw him advance, with my lord 

—, who introduced him to my acquaintanee. 
He foon found means to alter my. refolution ; and 
F condefcended to be his partner all the evening 
curing which, he declared his paffion in the mof 
tender and pezfuafive terms that real love could 
dictate, or Fruitful imagination invent. 

I beiieved his proteftations, becaufe I wilhed 
them true, and was an unexperienced girl of fif- 
tecn. I complied with his earneft requeft of 
being permitted. to vifit me, and even iavited. 
him to breakfaft next morning ; fo that you may 
imagine (I fpeak ta thofe that feel) I did not, 

that 
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that night, enjoy much repofe. Such was the 
hurry and flutter of my fpirits, that I rofe at frx 
to receive*him at ten. I drefled myfelf in a new 
pink fattin-gown and my beft laced night-cloaths, 
‘and was fo animated by the occafion, that if 
ever I-deferved a:compliment upon my looks, it 
was my due at this meeting. 

‘. ‘[Ehe wifhed-for moment came, that brought 
amy. lover to my view: I was overwhelmed with 
joy, modefty, and fear of I knew not what. 
We fat down to breakfaft, but did not eat. He 
renewed his: addreffes with irrefiftible eloquence, 
and prefled me to accept of his hand, without 
farther hefitation: but, to fuch a precipitate ftep, 
I objected, as a meafure-repugnant to decency, 
as well. as ‘to that duty which I owed to my fa- 
ther, whom I tenderly loved. 

Though I withftood this premature propofal, 
I-did not attempt to difguife the fituation of my 
thoughts; and thus commenced a tender corre~ 
fpondence, which was maintained by letters while 
T- remained in the country, and carried on (when 
I was in town) by private interviews, twice or 
thrice a week, at the houfe of my milliner, where 
fuch endearments paffed as refined and happy lo- 
vers know, and others can only guefs, ‘Truth 
and innocence prevailed on my fide, while his 
heart was fraught with: fincerity and love. Such 
frequent intercourfe created an intimacy which 
I began to think dingerous, and therefore yielded. 
to his repeated defire, that we mizht be united 
for ever: nay, I refolved to avoid him, until the 
day fhould be fixed, and very innocently (though 
not very wifely) told him my reafon for this: 
determination, which was no other than’ a 
confcieufnefs ef .my incapacity to refufe hin 
eat K,0 any 
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any thing he fhould demand as a teftimony of my 
love. 

The time was accordingly appointed, at the 
diftance of a few days, during which I intended 
to have implored my father’s confent, though I 
had but faint hopes of obtaining it: but, he was 
by fome means or other apprized of our defign, 
before I could. preyail upon myfelf to make him 
acquainted with our purpofe. I had danced with 
my lover at the Ridotto on the preceding even- 
ing, and there, perhaps, our eyes betrayed us. 
Certain it is, feveral of lord W ny’s relations, 
who difapproved of the match, came up and:sal- 
lied him on his paffion ; lord So in particu- 
Jar, ufed this remarkable expreffion, ‘* Nephew, 
‘* as much. love as you pleafe, but no ‘matri- 
« mony.’ 

Next day, the prieft being prepared, and the 
bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed place, 
in all the tranfports of impatient expectation, I 
was, without any previous warning, carried into 
the country by my father, who took no notice 
of the intelligence he had received, but decoyed 
me into the coach, on pretence of taking the 
air ; and when we had proceeded as far as Tura- 
ham-green, gave me to underftand,. that he 

would dine.in that-place... .. - 

There was no remedy: I was obliged to bear 
my difappointment, though with an aching, heart, 
and followed bim up ftairs into. an apartment, 
where he told me. he was minutely informed af 
my matrimonial fcheme. I did. not attempt to 
difguife the truth, but,.aflured him, while the 
tears. guthed from my .eyes, that my want, of 
courage alone had hindered me from making him 
privy to my paflign ; though I owned, J fhould 

have 
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have married lord W——m, even though he 
had difapproved of my choice. I reminded him 
of the uneafy life I led at hore, and frankly ac- 
knowledged, that I loved mty admirer too well 
to live without him; though if he wou'd favour 
me with his confent, I-would defer my intention, 
and pundtually obferve ‘any day he fhould fix for 
our nuptials; Mean while, I begged he would 
permit me’to fend a meflage to lord W——m, 
who was waiting in expectation of my coming, 
and might (without fuch notice) imagine fT was 
playing the jilt. He ‘granted this laft requeft ; 
in confequence of which, I fent a letter to my lo-. 
ver, who, when he received-it, had almoft fainted 
away, believing that I fhould be locked up in thé 
country, and f{natched for ever from his arms, 
Tortured with thefe apprehenfions, he changed 
cloaths immediately, and taking horfe, refolved 
to follow me whitherfoever we: fhould go. : 
. After dinner, we proceeded as far as Brent- 
ford, ‘where we lay, intending to be at my fa- 
ther’s country-houfe next night ; and my admirer 
putting up at the fame inn, praCtifed every expe- 
dient his invention could fuggeft, to procure an 
interview; but all his endeavours were unfuccefl- 
ful, becaufe I, who little dream’d of his being 
fo near, had gone to bed upon our firft arrival, © 
overwhelmed with affiction and tears. 
In the morning I threw myfelf at my father’s 
feet, and conjured him by all the ties of paternal 
affeQiion; to indulge me with an opportunity of 
feeing my admirer once more, before J fhould be’ 
conveyed from his wifhes. ~The melancholy. 
condition in which I preferred this fupplication, 
_melted the tender heart of a parent, who as 
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to my folicitation, and carried me back to town, 
for that purpofe. S 

Lord W——m, who had watched our mo- 
tions, and arrived at his own lodgings, before 
we alighted at my father’s houfe, obeyed- my 
fummons on the inftant, and appeared before me 
like an angel. Our faculties were, for fome mi- 
nutes, fufpended by a conflict of grief. and joy. 
At length, I recovered the ufe of fpeech, and 
gave him to underftand, that I was come to 
town, in order to take my leave of him, by the 
permiffion of my father, whom I had promifed 
to attend into the country next day, before he 
would confent to my return ; the chief caufe and 
pretence of which, was my earneft defire to con- 
vince him, that I was not to blame. for the dif; 
appointment he had fuffered, and that I thould 
fee him again in a month, when the nuptial knot 
fhould be tied in fpite of all oppofition. ss 

My lover, who was better acquainted with the 
world, had well nigh run diftracted with this in- 
formation. He fwore he would not leave me, 
until I fhould promife to meet and marry him next 
day ; or, if I refufed to grant that requeft, he 
would immediately leave the kingdom, to which 
he would never more return ; and before his de- 
parture, facrifice lord H— B—, fon to the duke 
of S. A—-——,who was the only perfon upon earth 
who could have betrayed us to my father, be- 
caufe he alone was trufted with the fecret of our 
intended marriage, and had actually undertaken 
to give me away; an office which he afterwards 
declined. Loid W——m alfo affirmed, that 
my father decoyed mé into the country, with a 
view of cooping me up, and fequeftering me in- 
tircly from his view and correfpondence, 


In 
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In vain I pleaded my father’s well-known ten- 
dernefs, and ufed all the arguments I could re- 
collect to divert him from his revenge upon lord. 
H-———. He was deaf to all my reprefentations; 
and nothing, I: found, would prevail upon him 
to fupprefs his refentment, but a pofitive promife 
to comply with his former defire. Itold him, I 
would hazard every thing to make him happy ; 
but could not, with any regard to my duty, take 
fuch a ftep, without the knowledge of my pa- 
rent; or, if I were fo inclined, it would be im- 
practicable to’ elude his vigilance and fufpicion. 
However, he employed fuch pathetic remon- 
ftrances, and retained fuch a powerful advocate 
within my own breaft, that before we parted, I 
affured him, my whole power fhould be exerted 


for his fatisfaction ; and he fignified his refolution 


of fitting up all night, in expectation of feeing 
me at his lodgings. | ss 

- He had no fooner retired, than I went into 
the next room, and defired my father to fix a - 
day for the marriage; in which cafe, I would 
chearfully wait upon him into the country ; 
whereas, fhould he deny my requeft, on pretence 
of ftaying for the confent of my lover’s relations, 
which was very uncertain, I would feize the firft 
opportunity of marrving lord. W——m, coft 
what it would. He confented to the match, but 
would not appoint a day for the ceremony, which 
he propofed to defer-until all parties fhould be 


agreed; and fuch a favourable crifis, I feared, 


would never happen. _ 
-[ therefore refolved within myfelf to gratify 
my lover’s expectation, by eloping, if poffible, 
that very nights; though the execution of this 


vg di b y - father 
plan was extremely dificult,: becaufe my se 
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was upon the alarm, and my own maid, who 
was my bedfellow, altogether in’ his intereft. 
Notwithftanding thefe confiderations,: I found 
means to engage one of the houfe-maids “in. my 
behalf, who befpoke an hackney-coach, to be 
kept in waiting all night; and to bed.J went with 
my Abigail, whom (as I had not clofed an.eye) 
I waked about five in the morning, and fent to 
pack up fome things for our intended journey. 
. While fhe was thus employed, I got up, and 
huddled on. my. cloaths, ftanding upon .my pil- 
low,. left my. father, who lay in the chamber be- 
rie fhould -hear me afoot, and fufpeét my de- 
Mes . ¢ oa ca ee 
F Having drefled myfelf with great difpatch and 
diforder, I flounced down ftairs,. ftalking as hea- 
vily, as I could tread, that he might miftake me 
for one of the fervants; and my confederate open- 
ing the door, I fallied out into the ftreet, though 
I knew not which way to turn, and, to my: wR 
fpeakable mortification, neither coach nor chain 
appeared. | 
. Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope 
of finding a convenience ; and being not only dif- 
appointed in that particular, but alfo bewildere@ 
in my peregrination, I began to be exceedingly 
alarmed with the apprehenfion of being met by 
fome perfon whoimight know me}; becaufe, in 
that cafe, my. defégn .would-undoubtedly have 
been difcovered, from every circumftance of my 
appearance at that time of day; for I had put 
on the very cloaths which I had pulled off over 
night,- fo that my drefs was. altogether odd and 
peculiar: my fhoes ‘were very.fine, and over a 
Jarge hoop I wore a-pink fattin quilted petticoat 
«immed with Silver, which was partly covered 
: | by 
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by a white dimity night-gown, a full quarter of 
a yard too ‘fhort: my handkerchief and apron 
were hurried on without pinning; my night-cap 
could not contain my hair, which hung about 
my ears in great diforder, and my countenance 
denoted a mixture’ of hope and fear, joy and 
fhames --..> | 


« In this dilemma, T- made my addrefles to that 
' honourable member of fociety a fhoe-black, whom 


I earneftly intreated to provide me with a coach 
or chair, promifing to reward him liberally for 
his trouble : but he having the misfortune to be 
lame, -was unable to keep up with my pace; fo 
that, by his advice and direction, I went into the 
fir public-houfe I found open, where I ftayed 
fome time, in the utmoft confternation, among 
a crew of wretches whom I thought proper to 
bribe for their civility, not without the terror of 
being tripped. At length, however, my mef- 
fenger returned with a chair, of which I took 
immediate pofleffion ; and fearing that, by this 


. ime, my family would be alarmed, and fend di- 


etly to lord W——m’s lodgings, I ordered my- 
If to be carried thither backwards, that fo I 
ight pafs undifcovered. | 
This. ftratagem fucceeded according to. my 
with ; I ran up ftairs, ina ftate of trepidation, 
te my. faithful Jover,; who called: an hackney- 
coach, ‘in which we went to church and were 
Married, «© ~~ : | | 
His fears were then aH aver, but mine recurred 
with double aggravation: I-dreaded the fight of 
my father, and fhared all the forrow he fuffered on 
account of my undutiful behaviour: for I loved 
him. with fuch piety. of affeGtion, that 1 would 
have endured every other fpecies of diftrefs, sania 
a 
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than have given him the leaft uneafinefs: but 
love (where he reigns in full empire) is altoge- 
ther irrefiftible, furmounts every difficulty, and 
fwallows up all other confiderations. This was 
the cafe with me; and now the irrevocable ftep 
was taken, my firft care was to avoid his fight. 
With this view, I begged that lord. W m 
would think of fome remote place in the coun- 
try, to which we might retire for the prefent ; 
and he forthwith conducted me to an houfe on 
Blackheath, where we were very civilly received 
by a laughter-loving dame, who feemed to miu- 
ftake me for one of her own fifterhood. - 
I no fooner perceived her opinion, than I de- 
‘fired lord W——m to undeceive her; upon 
which fhe was made acquainted with the predica- 
ment in which I ftood, and fhewed us into a pri- 
vate room, where I called for pen and paper, and 
wrote an apology to my father, for having a¢tect 
contrary to his will, in fo.important a concern. .: 
This tafk being performed, the bridegroona 
gave me to underftand, that there was a neceflity 
for our being bedded immediately, in order to 
render the marriage binding, left my father fhould 
difcover and part us before confummation. 
pleaded hard for a refpite till the evening, ob- 
jeCting to the indecency of going to bed before 
noon ; but he found means to invalidate all my 
arguments, and to convince me, that it was now | 
my duty to obey. Rather than hazard the im- 
pee of being obftinate and refractory pn the 
firft day of my probation, I fuffered myfelf to be 
Jed into a chamber, which was darkened by oxy 
exprefs ftipulation, that my fhame and. confufion 
might be the better concealed, and yielded to she 
g. * a m. _ ‘prt- 
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-privilege of a dear hufband, who loved me to 
‘adoration. 


.. About five o’clock in the afternoon we were 


“called to dinner, which we had ordered to be 


ready at four ; but fuch a paultry care had been 


- forgot, amidét the tranfports of our mutual blifs. 


‘We got up, however, and when we came down 
ftairs, I was afhamed to fee the light of day, or 
meet the eyes of my beloved lord. I ate little, 
faid lef&, was happy, though overwhelmed with 
confufton, underwent a thoufand agitations, ‘forne 
of which were painful, but by far the greater 
part belonged: to rapture and -delight; we were 


’ phparadifed in the gratification of our mutual 


swithes, und felt all that love can beftow, and fen- 
fibility enjoy. 
-- .In the twilight, we returned to lord W—-—m’s 


‘lodgings in-town, where I received a letter from 


any.father, importing, that he would never fee . 
me again. But there was one circumftance in his 
smannerof writing, from which I concetved an 
happy prefage of his future indulgence. He had 
begun with his ufual appellation of Dear Fanny, 
which, though it was expunged to make way for 
the word Adadam, encouraged me to hope that 
his paternal :fondnefs was not yet extinguifhed. 

. At fupper, we were vifited by lord W———m’s 
youngeft fiftet, who laughed at us for our incon- 
fideraté match, though, fhe owned, fhe envied 
our happinefs, and. offered me the ufe of her 
eloaths, until I could retrieve my own. She 
was a'woman of a great deal of humour, plain 
but- genteel, civil, friendly, and perfectly well- 
bred. She favoured us with her company till the 
night ‘was: pretty far advanced, and did’ not take 
her leave till we retired to our apartment. 
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As our lodgings were not fpacious or magni- 
ficent, we refolved: to fee little company ; but 
this refolution was fruftrated by the numerous ac- 
quaintance of lord W——m, .who let in: half the 
town; fo that I ran the gauntlet-for a:whale 
week among-a fet of wits, who always delight 
in teazing a young creature. of any .note, -when 
fhe happens to-make fuch a ftolen match. - Among 
thofe that vifited us upgn this occafien, was my 
lord’s younger -brother, who was at that time: in 
keeping with a rich heirefs of maafculine. memory, 
and took that opportunity of making a: paraile 
with his equipage, which, was indeed Very: Mage 
nficent, but altogether difregarded by: us,. whole 
happinefs confifted in the opulence of mutual 
love. a ee 
This ceremony of receiving viftts being. per- 
formed, we went to wait on his mother the dur 
chefs of H » who hearing I was an heirefg, 
readily forgave her fon for marrying withoyt hir 
knowledge and confent, and favoured-us witha 
very cordial reception ; infomuch that, for feveral 
months, we dined almoft conftantly. at her table ; 
and I muft own, I always found her unaltered in 
her civility and affection, contrary to her general: 
character, which was haughty and capricious.: 
She was undoubtedly a woman of great {pirit; 
and underftanding, but fabje& to an infirmity, 
which very much impairs and difguifes every other. 
qualification, . 2 ees 

In about three weeks after. our marriage, I.was, 
fo happy as to obtain. the forgivenels of my. fa- 
ther, to whofe houfe we repaired, in order tu pay 
our refpects and fubmiffion. . At. fight. of me he. 
wept ; nor did I behold his tears unmoved: my 
heart was over-charged with tendernefs and for- 

: row, 
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row, for having offended fuch an indulgent pa- 
rent; fo that I mingled my tears with his, while 
my dear hufband, whofe foul was of the fofteft 
and gentleft mould, melted with fympathy at the 
affecting fcene.: 

. Being thus reconciled to my father, we at- 
tended himiinto: the country, where we were Ie- 
ceived by iny mother, who was'a fenfible good 
woman, though not fufceptible of love, and there- 
fore lef apt to excufe.a weaknefs, to which fhe 
was an utter ftranger. This was likewife the 
cafe with an uncle, from. whom I had great ex- 
peitations. -He was a plain good-natured man, 
and treated. us with great courtefy; though hia 
notions, in point-of love, mere not exactly con- 
formable to ours. Neverthelefs, I was, and 
feemetl to be fo happy in my choice, that my fa- 
mily not only became fatisfied with the match, 
but exceedingly fond of lord W——-—m. i 
+ After a -fhort ftay. with them in the country 
we returned to London, in order to be introduced 
at court, aad. then fet out for the North,, on. a. 
vifit to my brother-in-law the duke of H , 
who :had, by a letter to lord W-——m, invited 
us to. his habitation. My. father accordingly 
equipped us with horfes and: money 3; for our own 
finances -were- extremsly flender, confifting only. 
ofa: {mall : penfion allowed.by -his grace, upon 
whom the: brothers were intirely dependent, the 
father having died fuddenly, before fuitable pro- 
vifion could be made for his younger children. 

"Wher I took:my leave of my. relations, bid- 
ding adieu to my:paternal home, and found my- 
{elf Jaunching.into:a world:-of care and trouble, 
though the veyage:on which I had embarked was 
altogether voluntary, and sy companion.the per- 
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fon on whom I doated to diftraction,’ I could not 
help feeling fome melancholy fenfations, which, 
however, ‘in a little time, gave way to a train of 
more agreeable ideas. I was vifited in town by 
almoft all the women of fafhion, many of whom, 
I perceived, envied: me the poffeffion of a man 
whohad made ftrange havock among their hearts, 
_and fome of them knew the value of his favour. 
One in particular endeavoured to cultrvate my 
friendfhip with fingular marks of regard; but I 
thought proper to difcourage her advances, by 
keeping within the bounds of bare civility; and 
indeed, to none of them: was I favifh of my com- 
plaifance3 for 1 dedieated:my whole’time to the 
object of my affe&ion, who engrofied my wifhes 
to fuch a degree, that although I was never jea- 
lous (becaufe 1 had no reafon to be fo) Fenvied 
the happinefs of every woman whom he chanced 
at any time to hand into a coach. : 

The duchefs of —-—-—, who was newly 
married to the earl of P——, a particular friend 
of lord: W-———-m’s, carried me: to court, and 
prefented me to the queen, who exprefléd her ap- 
probation of my perfon in very particular terms, 
and obferved the fatisfaction that appeared in my 
countenance: with marks of admiration 5 defiring 
her ladies to take notice, how-little happinefs de- 
pended upon wealth, fince there was more joy 
in my face than in all her court befide, 

Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm 
me with blufhes, which her majefty feemed to 
behold: with pleafure ; for fhe frequently repeated 
the remark, and fhewed me to all the foreigners 
of diftinction, with many gracious expreffions of 
favour. She wifhed lord‘ W—— m happinefs in- 
ftead of joy, and: was.pleafed to promife, that fhe 

, would 
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would provide for her pretty. beggars: and poor 
enough we certainly were in every article but 
love.. Neverthelefs, we felt no neceffities, but 
paffed the fummer in a variety of pleafures and 
parties, the greateft part of which were planned 
by lord W———mr’s fitter and another lady, who 
was at that time miftrefs tothe prime minifter. 
The firft was a wit, but homely in her perfon ; 
the other, a woman of great beauty and mafcu- 
line underftanding ; and a particular friendfhip 
fubfifted between them, though they were both 
lovers of power and admiration. 

_-This lady, -who fat at the helm, was ex- 
tremely elegant as well. as expenfive in her diver- 
fions, in.many of which we-bore a fhare ; parti- 
cularly in her parties- upon the water, which, 
were contrived in all the magnificence of tafte. 
In the courfe of thefe amufements, a trifling cir- 
cumftance occurred, which I fhall relate as an 
inftance of that jealous fenfibility which charac- 
terifed lord W——’s difpofition. A large com-. 
pany of ladies and .gentlemen having agreed to 
dine at, Vauxhall, and fup at Marblehall, where 
we propofed. to conclude the evening with a 
dance, one barge being infufficient to contain the 
whole company, we were divided by lots; in 
confequence of which, my hufband.and I were 
parted. This feparation was equally mortifying 
to us both, who,: though married, were ftill lo- 
vers;.and my chagrin was increafed, when I 
perceived that I was doomed to fit by Sir W—— 
Y——, a man of profefled gallantry : for, al- 
though lord W-——m had, before his marriage, 
made his addreffes.to every woman he faw, I 
knew very well he did not defire that any per- 
fon fhould make love to his wife. 

. I That 
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. That I might not therefore give. umbrage, 
by talking to this gallant, I converfed with .a 
Scotch nobleman, who, according to common 
report, had formerly fighed among my ad- 
mirers: by thefe means, in feeking to avoid one 
error, I unwittingly plunged myélf into a 
greater ; and difobliged Lord W-=-m fo much, 
that he could not conceal his difpleafure; nay, 
fo deeply was he offended at my condud, that 
in the evening, when the ball began, he would 
{carce deign to take me by the haad in the courfe 
of dancing, and darted fuch unkind looks as 
pierced me to the very foul; and what augment- 
ed my concern, was my ignorance of the trefpafs 
I had committed. I was tortured with a thou- 
fand uneafy refleCtions; I began to fear that I 
had miftaken his temper, and given my heart to 
aman who was tired of poffeffion; tho’ I re- 
folved to bear without complaining the misfor- 
tune I had entailed upon myfelf. 

I feized the firft opportunity of fpeaking. tao: 
him, and thereby difcovered the caufe of his 
chagrin; but, as there was no time for expoftu- 
lation, the mifunderftanding continued on his 
fide, with fuch evident marks of uneafinefs, that 
every individual of the company made up to 
me, and inquired about the caufe of his diforder 5 
fo that I was fain to amufe their concern, by 
faying that he had been ill the day before, and 
dancing did not agree with his conftitution. So. 
much -was he incenfed by this unhappy circum-- 
ftance of my conduét, which was void of all in~ 
tention to offend him, that he determined to:be: 
revenged of me, for my indifcretion, and at fup-: 
per, chancing to fit between two very bandfome. 
ladies, (one of whom. is lately dead, and the o- 

| ther, 
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ther, at prefent, my neighbour in the country) 
he affected an air of gaiety, and openly coquetted 
with them both. 

This was not the only punifhment he inflicted 
on his innocent wife. In the courfe of our en- 
tertainment, we engaged in fome {imple diver- 
fion, in confequence of which, the gentlemen 
were ordered to falute the ladies; when Lord 
W——n, in performing this command, unkind- 
ly negleéted me in my turn; and I had occafion 
for all my difcretion and pride, to conceal from 
the company the agonies 1 felt at this mark of 
indifference and difrefpe@. However, I obtained 
the victory over myfelf, and pretended ‘to laugh 
at his hufband-like behaviour, while the tears 
ftood in my eyes, and my heart {welled even to 
burfting. 

We broke up about five, after having fpent 
the moft tedious evening I had ever known ; and 
this offended lover went to bed in a ftate of fullen 
filence and difguft. Whatever defire I had to 
come to an explanation, I thought myfelf fo 
much aggrieved by his unreafonable prejudice, 
that I could not prevail upon myfelf to demand a 
conference, till after his firft nap, when my pride 
giving way to my tendernefs, I clafped him in 
my arms, though he pretended to difcourage 
thefe advances of my love: I afked how he could 
be fo unjuft as to take umbrage at my civility to 
a man whom, he knew, I had refufed for his 
fake. Ichid him for his barbarous endeavours 
to awake my jealoufy, and. ufed fuch irre- 
fiftible arguments in my own vindication, that 
he was convinced of my innocence, fealed my 


acquittal with a kind embrace, and we mutually 
VoL. Hil, F ene 
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enjoyed the foft tranfports of a fond reconci- 
liation. | - - 

Never was paffion more eager, delicate, or 
unreferved, than that which glowed within our ' 
breafts. Far from being cloyed with the poffef- 
fion of each other, our raptures feemed to in- | 
creafe with the term of our union. When we: 
were parted, though but for a few hours, by the~ 
neceflary avocations of life, we were unhappy~ 
during that brief feparation, and met again, like 
lovers who knew no joy but in one another’s’ 
prefence. How many delicious evenings did we 
{pend together, in our own little apartment, after 
we had ordered the candles to be taken away, 
that we might enjoy the agreeable reflection of the 
moon, in a fine fummer’s evening. Sucha mild 
and folemn fcene naturally difpofes the mind to 
peace and benevolence; but when improved with 
the converfation of the man one boves, it fills the 
imagination with ideas of ineffable delight! For 
my own part, I can fafely fay, my heart was fo 
wholly ingroffled by my hufbend, that I never 
took pleafure in any diverfion, where he was 
not perfonally concerned ; nor was I ever guilty 
ef one thought repugnant to my duty and my 
love. 

In the autumn we fet out for the north, and 
were met on the road by the duke and twenty 
gentlemen, wha conducted us to H n, where 
we lived in all imaginable fplendor. His grace, at 
that time, maintained above an hundred fervants, ° 
with a band of mufic, which always performed 
at dinuer, kept open table, and was vifited by a 
great deal of company. The ceconomy of his 
houfe was fuperintended by his eldeft fifter, a 
beautiful young lady of an amiable temper, with 

| whom 
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whom I foon contraéted an intimate friendfhip- - 
She and the duke ufed to rally me upon my fond- 
nefs for lord W——m, who was a fort of an 
hamourift, and apt to be in a pet, in which cafe 
he would leave the company, and go to bed by 
feven o’clock inthe evening. On thele occafions 
I always difappeared, giving up every. confidera- 
tion. to that of pleafing my hufband, notwithftand- 
ing the ridicule of his relations, who taxed me 
with having fpoiled him with too much indul- 
gence. But how could I exprefs too much 
tendernefs and condefcenfion for a man, who. 
doated upon me to fuch excefs, that when bufi- 
nefs obliged him to leave me, he always fnatched 
the firft opportunity to return, and often rode 
through darknefs, ftorms and tempefts to my 
arms.. 

Having ftayed about feven months in this 
place, I found myfelf ina fair way of being a 
mother ;. and that I might be near my own re- 
lations, in fuch an interefting fituation, I and my 
dear companion departed from H——n, not with- 
out great reluctance ; for I was fond of the Scots 
in general, who treated me with great hofpitality 
and refpeét; and to this day, they pay me the 
compliment of faying, I was one of the bet 
wives in that country, which is fo juftly ccle- 
brated for good women. | | - 
_ Lord W——m having attended me to my f:- 
ther’s houfe, was obliged to return to Scotland, 
to fupport his intereft in teing elected member 
of parliament; fo that he took bis leave of me, | 
with a full refolution of feeing me again, before 
the time of my lying-inn 5 and all the comfort I 
enjoyed. in his abfence, was the perufal, of his: 
letters, which I punctually received, together 
: F2 veh 
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avith thofe of his fitter, who, from time to time, 
‘favoured me with aflurances of his conftancy and 
devotion. Indeed thefe teftimonials were necof- 
fary to one of my difpofition ; for I was none of 
thofe who could be contented with half an heart. 
I could not even fpare one complacent leok-to any 
other woman, but expected the undivided homage 
of his love. Had E been difappointed in this:exe 
pectation, I fhould (though a wife) have re- 
belled or.died. ; 

_ Mean while, my-parents treated me with great 
tendernefs, intending that lord W—-—m fhould 


be fettled in a houfe of his own, and accommoe. 


dated with my fortune; and his expeClations from 
ahe queen were very fanguine, when I was ta- 
ken ill, and delivered of a dead child: an event 
which affected me fo much, that when I under- 
ftood the extent of my misfortune, my heart 
throbbed with fuch violence, that my breaft 
could fcarce contain it; and my anxiety being ap- 
gravated by the abfence of my lord, produced a 
dangerous fever, of which he was no fooner ap- 
prized by letter, than he came poft from -Scot- 
Jand ; but before his arrival, I was fuppofed to be 
jn a fair way. 

During this journey, he was tortured with 
all that terrible fufpence which prevails in the 
aninds of thofe who are in danger of lofing that 
which is moft dear to them; and when he en-~ 
tered the houfe, was fo much overwhelmed with 
apprehenfion, that he durft not inquire about the 
ftate of my health. 

As for my part, I never clofed an eye from 
the time on which I expected his return; and 
when | heard his voice, threw open my curtains, 
gud fat up in the bed to receive bim, though at 

the 
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the. hazard of my life. He ran towards me with 
all the eagernefs of paffion, and clafp’d me in his 
arms ;. he kneeled by my bed-fide, kiffed my hand: 
a thoufand times, and wept with tranfports of 
tendernefs and joy. In fhort, this meeting was’ 
fo.pathetic, as te avercome my enfeebled contti- 
tution ;.and we we parted by thofe who were 
- wifer than ourfelves, and faw that nothing was. 
fo proper for usas a little repofe. 

But how fhall I relate the deplorable tranfition: 
from envied happinefs to excefs of mifery, which 5 
now fuftained ! My month was hardly up, when my 
dear hufband was taken ill: perhaps the fatigue of 
body a8 well as mind, which he had undergor: eon 
my account, oceafioned a fatal ferment in his blood, 
and ‘his health fell a facrifice to his love. Phyfi- 
cians were called from London; but alas! they 
brought no hopes of his recovery. By their ad- 
vice, he was removed to town, for the con~ 
venience of being punctually attended, Every 
moment was too precious to be thrown away ;, 
he was therefore immediatcly put into the coach,. 
though the day was far {pent ; and I, though ex- 
ceedingly weak, accompanied him in the journey,. 
which was performed by the light of flambeaus, 
and.rendered unfpeakably fhocking, by the difmal 
appreheafion of lofing him every moment. 

' At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings: 
in Pall-mall, where 1 lay by him on the floor,. 
and attended the iffue of his diftemper, in all the: 
agonies.of horror and defpair. In a little time 
his malady fettled upon his brain, and in his deli-- 
rium, he uttered fuch dreadful exclamations, as 
were fufficient to pierce the moft favage heart. 
What effe& then muft they have had oa mine,. 
which was. fraught a every fentiment of ve 
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‘moft melting affetion! It was not a commen 
grief that took poffeffion of my foul;-I fele all 
the aggravation of the moft acute diftrefs.. I 
fometimes ran down to the ftreet in .a fit of di- 
‘fraction: 1 fent for the-doctors -every minute: 
I wearied heaven with my- prayers; even. now 
_my heart akes at the remembrance of what.I fuf- 
fered, and I cannot..without trembling proceed 
with the woeful ftory. | 
After having lain infenfible fome days, he re- 
covered the ufe of {peech, and called upon my 
name, which he had a thoufand times repeated, 
while he was bereft of reafon. All hopes of his 
Jife were now relinquifhed, and I was. led..to his 
bed-fide to receive his laft adieu, being directed 
to fummon all my fortitude, and fupprefs my for- 
row, that he might not be difturbed by my agi- 
tation. I collected all my refolution to fupport 
‘me in this affeQting fcene: I faw my dear lord.in 
extremity ; the beauties of his youth were al] de- 
cayed, yet his eyes, though languid, retained un- 
fpeakable fweetnefs and expreffion. He felt his 
end approaching, put forth his hand, and with a 
ook tull of complacency and benevolence, ut- 
_ tered fuch a tender tale Good heaven! how 
-had I deferved fuch accumulated affliction ! the 
_ bare remembrance of which.now melts me into 
_-tears. - Human nature could not. undergo my. fi- 
tuation, without fuffering an extafy of grief!. I 
clafped him. in my arms, and kiffed him a thou- 
- fand times, with the moft violent emotiony.of 
woe ;. but I was torn from his embrace, and.in a 
litde..time he. was ravifhed for ever. from my 
. ylew.. .. - fig i eo rae ee ee 
_ «- Oo that fatal morning, which put a peried.to 
bis life, I faw the duchefs of L—— spproach my 
. « . ed, 
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bed, and, from her appearance, concluded that 
he was no more; yet I begg’d fhe would not 
confirm the unhappy prefage, by announcing his 
death ; and fhe accordingly preferved the moft 
emphatie filence. I got up, and trod foftly over 
“his head, as if IT had been afraid of interrupting 
his repofe. Alas! he was no longer fenfible of 
fuch difturbance. I was feized with a ftupifica- 
tion of forrow: I threw up the window, and 
looking around, thought the fun fhone with the 
_moft difmal afpe&; every thing was folitary, 
‘chearlefs, and replete with horror. 
- + In this condition I was, by the direftion of 
my friend, conveyed to her houfe, where my fa- 
culties were fo overpowered by the load of an- 
guifh which oppreffed me, that I know not what 
paffed during the firft days of my unhappy wi- 
dowhood: this only I know, the kind duchefs- 
treated me with all imaginable care and compaf- 
fion, and carried me to her country-houfe, 
where I ftayed fome months ; during which, fhe 
endeavoured to comfort me with all the amufe- 
ments fhe could invent, and laid me under fuch 
obligations, as fhali never be erafed from my re- 
membrance: yet, notwithftanding all her care 
and concern, I was, by my excefs of grief, 
plunged into a Janguifhing diftemper, for which. 
my phyficians advifed me to drink the Bath 
waters. | 
In compliance with this prefcription, I went 
thither towards the end of fummer, and found 
fome benefit by adhering to their directions 5 
‘though I feldom went abroad, except when I vi- 
fited my fifter-in-law, who was there with the 
princefs and upon thefe occafions, I nevet failed 
to attraé®the notice of the company, ‘who were 
F4 ftruck 
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{truck with the appearance of fuch a young crea7 
turein weeds. Nor was I free from the perfecu7 
tion of profeffed admirers; but being dead to all 
joy, I was deaf to the voice of adulation. 

About Chriftmas, I repaired to my father’s 
houfe, where my forrows were revived by every 
object that recalled the idea of my dear’ lamented 
lord. But thefe melancholy reflections I was ob- 
liged to bear, becaufe I had no other home or ha- 
bitation, being left an unprovided widow, altoge- 
therdependant on the affection of my own family. 

During this winter, divers overtures were made 
to my father, by people who demanded me in 
marriage; but my heart was not yet fufficiently 
weaned from my former pailion, to admit the 
thoughts of another matter. Among thofe that 
prefented their propofals, was a certain young. 
nobleman, who upon the firft news of lord 
Ww m’s death, came poft from Paris, in or- 
der to declare his paffion. He made his firft ap- 
pearance in a hired chariot and fix, accompanied 
by a big fat fellow, whom (as I afterwards. 
Jearn’d) he had engaged to found his praifes, with 
the promife of a thoufand pounds, in lieu of 
which he paid him with forty. Whether it was 
with a view of fcreening himfelf from the cold, 
or of making a comfortable medium in cafe of 
being overturned, and falling under his weighty 
companion, I know nots but certain it is, the 
carriage was ftuffed with hay, in fuch a manner, 
that when he arrived, the fervants were at fome 
pains in rummaging and removing it, before they 
coulj come at their mafter, or help him to alight.. 
When he was lifted out of the chariot, he ex- 
hibited a very ludicrous figure to the view: he 
was a thin, meagre, fhivering creaturgy of a low 

he ; ftature,,. 
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ftature, with little black eyes, a long nofe, fal 
low complexion, and pitted with the {mall pox,. 
drefled in a coat of light brown frize, lined with 
pink-coloured fhag, a monftrous folitaire and 
_bag,- and {if I remember. aright) a pair of huge 

jack-boots.. In a word, his whole ‘appearance 
was fo little calculated for infpiring love, that I 
had (on, the ftrength of feeing him once befare 
at Oxford) fet him down as the laft man on 
easth,. whom I would chufe to wed; and I will 
venture to afirm, that he was, in every parti- 
cular, the very reverfe of my late hufband. 

As my father was not at home, he flayed but 
one evening, and left his errand with my mother, 
to whom he was as difagreeable as to myfelf; fo- 
that his propofal was abfolutely rejeGted ; and. 
I heard no more of him during the fpace of 
three whele months, at the expiration of which, . 
I went to town, where this mortifying figure 
prefented itfelf again, and renewed his fuit, of- 
fering fuch advantageous terms of fettlement, 
that my father began to. relifh the match, and 
warmly recommended it to my confideration. 

Lord W—~—wm’s relations advifed meto embrace 
the opportunity of making myfelf independent ; 
all .my acquaintance plied me with with argu- 
ments to the fame purpofe: J was uneafy at 
home, and. indifferent to all mankind. I weighed. 
the motives with the objectians, and with reluc-- 
tance yielded-to the importunity of my friends. |. 

In confequence of this determination,..the little - 
gentleman. was- permitted- to vifit me.;..and the. 
manner of his-addrefs did..noojat all alter the 
opinion.I: had conceived of. his character and un- 
of marry I was even fhocked at the profpect™ 


of marryin# a. man whom.I could not love 5 ands- 
“4h 
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‘in order to difburthen my own confcience, took 
an opportunity of telling him one evening, as 
‘we {at oppofite to each other, that it was not in 
ily power to command my affection, and thére- 
fore he could not expect’ the’ poflefiion of ‘niy 
heart, lord W+—<—m's indulgerice having fpoiled 
me fora wife. “ Neverthelefs, I would endeavour 
to contract a friendfhip for him, which would iti- - 
threly depend upon his own behaviour. ; 
To this declaration he replied (to my great 
furprize) that he did not defire me to love’ hin, 
my friendfhip was fufficient;) and next ‘day, 
repeated this ftrange inftance of moderation in‘a 
Jetter, which I communicated to my fifter, who 
Yaughed heartily at the contents, and perfuaded 
me, that fince I could love no man, he was the 
propereft perfon to be my hufband. . 
Accordingly, the wedding-cloaths and equipage 
‘being prepared, the day—the fatal day was faed I 
onthe morning of which, I went to the houfe af 
my brother-in-law duke H » who loved me 
tenderly, and took my leave of the family; a 
family which I fhall always remember with fove, 
honour, andefteem. His grace received me in 
the moft affectionate manner, faying at parting, 
‘¢ Lady W——m, if he does not ufe you welk 
4 will take you Back'again.” 
» The bridegroom‘and I met at Ox--—- chapel, 
where the ceremony was performed by the bifhop 
of W » in prefence of his mother, ‘my fa- 
ther, and another lady ; and the nuptial knot 
‘being tied, we ‘fet out for my father’s houfe in 
the coumry, and proceeded: full twenty miles on. 
eur: journey, before my lord opened his- mouth ; 
my thoughts having been’ all that time employed 
en fomething quite foreign to my piefent fitua- 
1 Be > digitzesty GOORIE ton. 5, 
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tion; fer I was then buta giddy girl of eighteen.. 
.At length my father. broke filence,. and clapping. 
his lordthip on the fhoulder, told him he was but: 
dull bridegroom; upon which, my lord gave- 
-him to. underftand, that he was out of fpirits.. 
"This dejeftion continued all the day, notwith- 
‘{tanding the refrefhment of a plentiful dinner, 
which heate upon the road; and in the evening we- 
_arrived at the place of deftination, where we were 
kindly received by my mother, though fhe had 
no liking to the match; and after fupper, we re- 
tired to.our apastment. ; 8 
"It was here that I had occafion to perceive the 
moft difagreeable contraft between my prefent: 
_help-mate and my former lord : inftead of flying to 
my arms with all the eagernefs of love and rap- 
.ture, this manly reprefentative f2t moping in a 
‘corner, like a criminal on execution-day, and 
.owned he was afhamed to bed a woman, whofe 
hand he had fcarce ever touched. 

I could not help being affected with this pufilani- 
‘paous behaviour: I remembered lord W my. 
while I furveyed the object before me, and made: 
fuch a comparifon as filled me with horror and. 
difguft: nay, to fuch a degree did my averfion: 
‘to this phantom prevail, that 1 hegan to fweat 
_ with anguifh at the thought of heing fubje@ed to 
his pleafure: and when, after.a long hefitation,. 
he ventured to approach me, [ trembled as if .I 
had been expofed to the embraces of a rattle- 
fuake. Nor did the efforts of his love diminifh 
this antipathy ; hisattempts.were like the pawings: 
‘of an imp, fent from hell to teize and torment 
fome guilty wretch, fuch as are exhibited in 
fome dramatic performance, which I never fee 
acted, without remembering ley wedding-nipht- 
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By fuch fhadowy, unfubflantial, vexatious belia- 
viour, was I tantalized, and robb’d of my re- 
pofe; and early next morning I got up, with a 
moft fovereign contempt for my bedfellow, who 
indulged himfelf in bed till eleven. © -- 9 > 

Having paffed:a few days in this place, ‘I went 
shome with him to his houfe at Twickenham ;. 
and foon after we were prefented at court, when 
the queen was pleafed to fay to my tord’s mo-. 
ther, fhe did not doubt that we fhould be an hap- 
py couple, for I had been a good wife to my for- 
mer husband. : a 

Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in. 
‘my new fpoufe, he was not wanting in’ point of 
liberality : I was prefented with a very fine cha-. 
riot ftudded with filver nails, and fuch a profu- 
jion of jewels as furnifhed a joke to fome of my 
acquaintance, who obferved that I was formerly. 
queen of hearts, but now metamorphofed into 
the queen of diamonds. This uncommon fplen- 
dour attracted the eyes and envy of my. comegeti-. 
tors, who were the more implacable in their re- 
fentments, becaufe, notwithftanding my mar-. 
riage, I was as much as ever followed by the.men. 
of gallantry and pleafure, among whom it isa 
conftant maxim, that a woman never. with-holds. 

her affe@tions from her husband, without an in-. 
tention to beftow them fomewhere elfe. ‘I never. 
appeared without a train of admirers, and my 
Roufe inthe country was always crouded with. 
gay young men of quality. 

Amonz thofe who cultivated my good graces 
with the greate? fkill and affiduity, were the ear! 
C ,.and Mr. S——, brother to lord F—-.. 
The former of whom, in the ccurfe of his ad-. 
dreffes, treated me with an entertainment.of fur- 
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prifing magnificence, . difpofed into a dinner, fup-. 
per, and ball ;. to which I, at his defire, invited 
eleven ladies, whom he paired with the like num- 
-ber of. his own fex: fo that the whole company 
amounted to twenty-four. We were regaled 
‘with a moft elegant dinner, in an apartment: 
which was altogether fuperb, and ferved by. 
gentlemen only,. no livery-fervant being permit- 

ed to come within the door. In the afternoon: 
we embarked in two fplendid barges, being at- 
.tended. by, a band.of mufick,. in a third ; and en-- 
joyed a delightful evening upon the river, till the. 
-twilight, when we returned, and.began the ball,. 
‘which was condu&ted with fuch order and tafte, 

that mirth and good humour prevailed, and no, 
diffatisfactian appeared, except inthe countenance. 
of one old maid,. fince married to a fon of the 
duke of ——, who, tho’ fhe would nat refufe to. 
partake of {uch an agreeable entertainment, was. 
difpleafed that I fhould have the honour of invit- 

ing her. O baleful Envy ! thau felf-tormenting 

fiend |! How do’ft thou predominate in all affem-- 
blies, from the grand gala of a court to the meet-. 
ing of fimple peafantsat their harveft-home ! Nor. 
is the prevalence of this fordid paffion to be won- 

dered at, if we confider the weaknefs, pride, and: 
vanity of our fex. The prefence of one favourite. 
gan fhall poifon the enjoyment of a whole com- 

pany, and produce the moft rancorous enmity: 
betwixt the clofeft friends. 

I danced with the mafter.of the ball, who em- 
ployed all the artillery of his eloquence in making- 
love ; yet I did not liften to his addrefles, for he 
was not,to my tafte,. tho’ he pofleffed an agree- 
able perfon, and a good acquired underftanding 5. 


but. he was utterly ignorant of that gentle sas 
ne 
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‘ing art which I afterwards experienced in Mr. 
S—, and which was the only method he could 
have fuccefsfully practifed; in feducing a young 
woman like me, born with fentiments of ho~ 
nour, and trained up in the paths of religion and 
virtue. He was, indeed, abfolutely mafter of 
thofe infinuating qualifications which few wo- 
men of paffion and fenfibility can refift ; and had 
a perfon every way adapted for profiting by thefe 
infidious talents. He was well acquainted with 
the human heart, confcious of his own power and 
Capacity, and exercifed thefe endowments with 
unwearied perfeverance. He was tall and thin, 
which was perfetly agreeable to my tafte, with 
large blue eloquent eyes, good teeth, and a long 
head turned to gallantry. His behaviour was the 
ftandard of politenefs, and all his advances were 
conducted with the moft profound refpect; which 
is the moft effectual expedient a man can ufe 
againft us, if he can find means to perfuade us, 
that it proceeds from the excefs and delicacy of 
his paffion. It is no other than a filent compli- 
ment, by which our accomplifhments are con- 
tinually flattered, and pleafes in proportion to the 
{fuppofed underftanding of him who pays it. 
_ By thefe arts and advantages this confummate 
politician in love began by degrees to fap the 
foundations ‘of my cenjugal faith ;. he ftole imper- 
ceptibly into my affection, and, by dint of oppor- 
tunity, which he well knew how to improve, 
_ triumphed, at laft, over all his rivals, | 
_ Nor was he the only perfon that difputed 
my heart with Earl C » who was alfo rivaled 
by lord C— H—, a Scotchman,, who had been 
an intimate and relation of my former husband, 
This gentleman I would. have prefesred to moft 
of, 
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‘of his competitors, and I coqueted with him for 
fome time : but this amour was interrupted by 
‘his going to Ireland; upon which occafion, under- 
‘ftanding that he was but indifferently provided 
-with money, I. made him a. prefent of a gold 
‘{nuff-box, in which was inclofed a bank-note; a 
trifling mark of my efteem, which he afterwards 
juttified by the moft grateful, friendly, and gen- 
teel behaviour ; and as we correfponded by let- 
ters, I frankly told him, that Mr. S— had ftept 
in, aad won the palm from all the reft of my ad- 
Mires. i, | 
~ ‘This new favourite’s mother and fifters, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, were my conftant 
companions ; and, in confequence of this inti- 
macy, he never let a day pafs without paying his 
refpects to me in perfon; nay, fo ingenious was 
he in contriving the means of promoting his fuit, 
that whether I rode or walked, went abroad or. 
flayed at home, he was always of courfe one of the 
party: fo that his defign feemed to ingrofs his whole 
vigilance and attention. Thus he ftudied my dif- 
pofition, and eftablifhed himfelfin my good opi- 
nion, at the fame time. He found my heart 
was fufceptible of every tender rmpreffion, and 
faw that i was not free from the vanity of youth ; 
he had already acquired my friendfhip and efteem, 
from which he knew there was a fhert and eafy 
tranfition to love ; and by his penetration choofing 
proper feafons for the theme, urged it with fuch 
pathetic vows and artful adulation, as well 
might captivate a young woman of my complexion 
cal inexperience, and circumftanced as I was, 
with a hufband whom [had fuch reafon to de- 
pif, 2 3 - * Be 
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Tho’ he thus made an infenfible progrefs in 
my heart, he did not find my virtue an eafy con- 
queft ; andI myfelf was ignorant of the advantage 
he had gained, with regard to my inclinations, 
until I was convinced of his fuccefs by an.alarm 
of jealoufy which I one day felt, at feeing him 
engaged in converfation with another lady. I 
forthwith recognized this fymptom of love, with 
which I had been: formerly acquainted, and 
trembled at the difcovery of my own weaknels. 
I underwent a ee agitation and mixture of 
contrary fenfations : I was pleafed with the. paf- 
fion, yet afhamed of avowing it even to my own 
mind. The rights of a hufband (tho’. mine was 
but a nominal one) occurred to my reflexion, 
and virtue, modefty and honour forbad me to 
cherifh the guilty flame. 

While I encouraged thefe laudable fcruples,. 
and refolved to facrifice my love to duty and re- 
putation, my lord was almoft every day emplay- 
ed in riding poft ta my father, with complaints of 
my conduct, which was hitherto irreproachable ;. 
tho’ the greateft grievance which he pretended to 
have fuffered, was my refufing to comply with 
his defire, when he intreated me to lie a whole 
hour every morning, with my neck uncovered, 
that by gazing he might quiet the perturbation of 
his fpirits. From this requeft you may judge of 
the man, as well as of the regard I -muft enter-. 
tain for his chara@ter and difpofition. . | 

During the whole fummer I was befieged by. 
my artful undoer, and in the autumn fet out 
with my lord for Bath, where, by reafon of the 
intimacy that fubfifted between our families, we: 
lived in the fame houfe with my lover and his. 
er, Who, swith another agreeable young lady, 

accoms 
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accompanied us in this expedition, By this time 
Mr. S— had extorted from me a confeffion of a 
mutual flame, tho’ I affured him that it fhould 
never induce me to give up the valuable poffef- 
fions of an unfpotted character, and a confcience 
void ‘of offence. I offered him all the enjoy- 
ment he could reap from an unreferved inter- 
courfe of fouls, abftraéted from any fenfual con- 
fideration ; and he eagerly embraced the Plato- 
nic pone becaufe he had fagacity enough to 
forefee the iffue of fuch chimerical contracts, and 
knew me too well to think he could accomplifh 
his purpofe without feeming to acquiefce in my 
own terms, and cultivating my tendernefs under 
the fpecious pretext. 

In confequence of this agreement we took all 
opportunities of feeing each other in private ; and. 
thefe interviews were {pent in mutual protefta- 
tions of difinterefted love. This correfpondence, 
tho’ dangerous, was (on my fide) equally inno- 
cent and endearing ; and many happy hours we: 
pafs’d, before my fentiments were difcovered.. 
At length my lover was taken ill, and then my 
paffion burft out beyond the power of conceal-. 
ynent; my grief and anxiety became fo confpi- 
‘cuous in my countenance, and my behaviour was. 
fo indifcreet, that every body in the houfe per- 
ceived the fituation of my thoughts, and blamed 
my conduct accordingly. 3 | 

Certain it is I was extremely imprudent, tho” — 
intentionally innocent. I have lain whole nights. 
by my lord, who teized and tormented me for 
that which neither I could give nor he could take, 
and ruminated on the fatal confequence of this. 
unhappy flame, until I was worked into. a fever 


of difquiet.. I faw there was no fafety but in 
* ete flights 


102 The ADVENTURES of 

flight, and often determined to banifh myfelf for 
ever from the fight of this dangerous intruder. 
But my refolution always failed at the approach 
of day, and my defire of feeing him as conftant- 
ly recurred. So far wasI from perfifting in fuch 
commendable determinations, that, on the eve of 
‘our departure from Bath, I felt the keeneft pangs 
of forrow at our approaching feparation ; and as 
we could not enjoy our private interviews at my 
houfe in town, i promifed to vifit him at his ewn 
apartments, after he had fworn by all that’s fa- 
cred, that he would take no finifter advantage of 
my condefcenfion, by prefuming upon the op- 
portunities I fhould give. 

He kept his word; for he faw I trufted te it 
with fear and trembling, and perceived that my 
apprehenfion was not affected, but the natural 
concern of a young creature, diftra€ted between 
love and duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never 
~ ‘would have feen within his doors again. Inftead 
of preffing me with follicitations in favour of his 
pafhon, he was more than ever refpectful and 
complaifant ; fothat I found myfelf difengaged 
of all reflraint, condu&ted the converfation, 

‘fhortened and repeated my vifits, at my own 
- pleafure, till, atlaft, I became fo accuftomed to 
this communication, that his houfe was as fami- 
liarto me asmy own. wea 
_ Having in this manner fecured ‘himfelf in my 

confidence, he refumed the favourite topic of 
love, and warming my imagination by gradual 
advances on the fubject, my heart began to pant ; 
and when he faw me thus, he fnatched the favou- 
rable occafion to praétife all his eloquence and 
‘art. I could not refift his energy, ‘nor even fly 
‘from the temptation that aflailed me, until ‘he 

: had 
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had obtained a promife that he fhould, at our 


next meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious ex- 


e pedtation, Upon this condition I was permitted 


to retire, and bleffed heaven for my efcape, 


fully. determined to continue in the path of virtue 
_J had hitherto trod, and ftifle the criminal flame, 
_by. which my peace and reputation were. endan- 


. gered. Buthis idea, which reigned within my 


heart, without controul, foon baffled all thofe 


, prudent fuggeftions. 


I faw him again ; and he reminded me of my 


- _promife, which I endeavoured to evade with affeet- 


eae 


"ed pleafantry ; upon which he manifefted the ut- 


moft difpleafure and chagrin, fhedding fome cro- 


codile tears, and upbraiding me with levity and 
. indifference. He obferved, that he had follicited 


my favour for ten long months, without inter- 


' miffion, and imagined I had held out fo long 
on virtuous motives only; but now he could 


_ plainly perceive that his want of fuccefs had been 
_ Owing to my want of affeétion ; and that all my 


profeffions were infincere : ina word, he per- 


" fuaded me, that hie remonftrances were juft and 
- reafonable.. I could not fee the affliCtion of a man 


I loved, when I knew it was in my power to re- 


-move it; and rather than forfeit his opinion of 


my. fincerity and love, I-confented to his with. 
My heart now flutters at the remembrance of the 
dear, tho’ fatal indifcretion ; yet I reflect with- 


" out remorfe, and even remember it with plea- 


fure. 
If.I could not avoid the cenfure of the world, 


i I was refolved to. bear it without repining 3 and 


fure the guilt (if there was. any in my-condué) 


was. but venial ; for I confidered miyfelf as a per- 


aon abfolved of "all matrimenial ties, by the in- 


fignificance 
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fignificance of lord ——-, who, tho’ a nominal 
hufband, was, in fact, a mere nonentity. I 
therefore contracted a new engagement with my 
Iover, to which I refolved to adhere with the 
moft fcrupulous fidelity, without the leaft inten- 
tion of injuring my lord or his relations ; for had: 
our mutual paffion produced any vifible effets, I 
would immediately have renounced and aban- 
doned my hufband for ever, that the fruit of my 
love for Mr. S might not have inherited, to 
the detriment of the right heir. This was my 
determination, which I thought juft, if not pru- 
dent ; and for which I have incurred the imputa- 


tion of folly, in the opinion of this wife and ho-- 


neft generation, by whofe example and advice I 


have, fince that time, been a little reformed in. 


point of prudentials, tho’ I {till retain a ftrong 
tendency to return to my primitive way of think- 
ing. 

When I quitted Mr. S , after the facrifice 
I had made, and returned to my own bed, it 
may perhaps be fuppofed. that I flept but lictle. 


True: I was kept awake by the joyful impa-. 


tience of revifiting my lover. Indeed I negiect- 


ed no opportunity of flying to hisarms: when 


lord was in the country we enjoyed each 
ether’s company without interruption, but when. 
he refided in town our correfpondence was li- 


mited to ftolen interviews, which were unfpeak- 


ably delicious, as genuine love prefided at the en- 
tertainment. 

Such was my happinefs, in the courfe of this 
tender communication, that to this day I remem- 
ber it with pleafure, tho’ it has coft me dear in 
the fequel, and was at that time enjoyed at a 
confiderable expence ; for 1 devoted myfelf fo in- 

tirely 
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tirely to my lover, who was defirous of en- 
grofing my time and thoughts, that my ac- 


-quaintance, which was very numerous, juftly ac- 


cufed me of neglect, and of confequence cooled 


_ in their friendfhips: but I was ail for love, or the 


world well loft. And were the fame opportunity 
to offer, I would act the fame conduct over 
again. 

"Sa there are who poffibly may wonder how 
I could love twice with fuch violence of affe@ion : 
but all fuch obfervers muft be unacquainted with 
the human heart. Mine was naturally adapted 
for the tender paffions, and had been fo fortunate, 
fo cherifhed, in its firft impreffions, that it felt 
with joy the fame fenfations revive, when in- 
fluenced by the fame engaging qualifications. 
Certain it is I loved the feecond time as well as the 
firft, and better was impoffible. I gave up my 
all for both: fortune and my father’s favour for 
the one; reputation, friends, and fortune for the 


ether. Yet, notwithftanding this intimate con- 


nexion, I did not relinquifh the world all at 
once; on the contrary I ftill appeared at court, 
and attracted the notice and approbation of my 
royal patronefs ; I danced with the p— of W—,; 
a .circumftance which fo nearly affected Mr. S—=, 
who was prefent, that, in order to-manifeft his 
refentment, he chofe the uglieft woman in the 
ball for his partner ; and I no fooner perceived his. 
uneafinefs than I gave over, with a view of ap- 
peafing his difpleafure. . | 

Without repeating particular -circumftances, 


Jet. it fuffice to fay, our mutual pafion was a 
-perfec&t copy of that which had fubfifted between 


ame and my dear lord W——m, It was jealous, 
melting and delicate, and checquered with little: 
accidents, 
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accidents, which ferve to animate and maintain. 
the flame, in its firft ardency. of rapture. When’. 
my lover was fick,.I attended and nurfed him 
with indefatigable tendernefs and care; and dur-. 
ing an indifpofition which I caught in the per-. 
formance of this agreeable office, he difcharged ,. 
the obligation with all the warmth of fympathy . 
and love. _ . 

‘It was, however, judged neceflary by the 
phyficians, that I fhould ufe the Bath-waters for. 
the recovery of my health; and I fet out for that 
place, glad of a pretence to be abfent from lord , 
» with whom I lived on very unhappy terms. 
He had, about nine months after our marriage,» 
defired that we might fleep in feparate beds, and 
gave a very whimfical reafon for this propofal. 
He faid, the immenfity of his love deprived him 
of the power of gratification, and that fome— 
commerce with an obje&, to which his heart was. 
not attached, might, by diminifhing the tranfports - 
of his fpirits, recompofe his nerves, and enable , 
him to enjoy the fruits of his good fortune. 

You may be fure I made no objeions to this 
plan, which was immediately put in execution, 
He made his addreffes to a nymph of Drury-lane, 
whofe name (as he told me) was Mrs. Rock. 
She made fhift to extract fome money from. her 
patient; but his infirmity was beyond the power 
of her art; though fhe made fome mifchief be-. 
tween us; and I communicated my fufpicion to. 
duke H —, who intended to have expoftu- 
lated with her upon the fubject ; but the got inti- 
mation of his defign, and faved him the trouble, | 
by a precipitate retreat. ee Pune. ae 

After my return from the Bath, where Mr. S, 
and | had hived happily, until we were interrupted 


by 


*, 
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by the arrival of my hufband, his lordfhip ex- 
preffed an inclination to be my bedfellow again; 
but ‘in’ this particular I defired to be excufed: for 
though I would not be the firft to propofe the fe-_ 
paration, which, though ufual in other countries, . 
is contrary to the cuftom of England, being un-_ 
willing to furnifh the leaft handle for cenfure, | 
as my character was ftill unblemifhed ; yet, when 
the propofal came from himfelf, I thought myfelf 
intitled to refufe a re-union, to which I accord- 
ing objected. 

his ‘oppofition produced a quarrel, which rofe | 
to a ftate of perpetual animofity ; fo that we be-_ 
gan to talk of parting. My lord relifhed the ex-_ 
pedient, agreeing to add three hundred pounds a 
year to my pin-money, which (by the bye) was. 
never paid; and I renounced all ftate and gran- 
deur, to live in a fmall houfe that I hired at Cafe- ° 
horton, where I paffed my time for two months, © 
in the. moft agreeable retirement, with my dear 
lover, till I was difturbed by the intrufion of my 
lord, who molefted me with vifits and folicita- 
tions to return, pretending that he had changed - 
his mind, and infifting upon my compliance with — 
his defire. 

I exhaufted my invention in endeavours to 
evade his requeft ; but he perfecuted me without 
ceafing : fo that I was fain to capitulate, on con- 
dition that we fhould immediately fet out for 
France; and that he fhould not prefume to ap- 
proach my bed, till our arrival at Calais. We ac- 
cordingly departed for that kingdom; and, far 
from infringing the laft article ef our treaty, his 
lordfhip did not infift'upon his privilege, before 
we reached the capital of France. a 


Mean 
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Mean while, I began to feel the effect of my 
paffion in a very interefling manner, and com- 
municated my difcovery to the dear author of it, 
who would not leave me in fuch an affe@ing ft- 
tuation, but took the firft opportunity of follow- 
ing us to France. 

In our road to Paris, we ftopp’d to vifit Chan- 
tilly, a magnificent Chateau belonging to the 
‘prince of Condé, and there met by accident with 
fome Englifh noblemen, to whom I was known. 
The prince and his {rfters invited me very politely 
‘into the gallery where they fat. They compl 
miented me on my perfon, and feemed to admire 
my drefs, which was altogether new to them, 
being a blue Englifh riding-habit trimmed with 
gold, and an hat witha feather. They were 
particularly well pleafed with my hair, which 
hung down to my waift, and prefled me to ftay 
a fortnight at their houfe; an invitation which I 
was very much mortified at being obliged to re- 
fufe, becaufe my lord did not underftand the 
French language. I was inchanted with the 
place and the company, the women being amiable 
and the men polite; nor were they ftrangers to 
my name and ftory; for Mr.S calling at. 
the fame place a few days after, they rallied him 
on my account. 

When we arrived at Paris, the firft thing I 
did was to metamorphofe myfelf into a French 
woman, I cut off my hair, hid. avery good 
complexion of my own with Rouge, reconciled 
myfelf to powder, which I had never ufed before, 
put on a robe with a large hoop, and went to 
the Thuilleries, full of {pirits and joy ; for at that 
time every thing confpired to make me happy: I 
had health, youth and beauty, love, vanity and 

af- 
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affluence, and found myfelf furrounded with die 
verfions, which were gay, new and agreeable, 
My appearance drew upon me the eyes of the 
whole company, who confidered me as a ftranger, 
but not a foreigner, fo compleatly was I equipped 
in the fafhion of the French ; and when they un- 
derftood who I was, they applauded my perfon 
with the moft lavifh encomiums, according to 
their known politenefs, . 

After having made a circuit round all the pub- 
lic places of entertainment in Paris, I was intro- 
duced into company, by an Englith family re- 
fiding in that city; and, among others, became 
acquainted with a French lady, whofe charms 
were remarkably attra@tive. The duke of K——- 
was her admirer ; but fhe lived in - reputation 
with her mother and an agreeable fifter, whofe 
lover was the prince of C » (for almoft every 
Jady in Fratice has her Amant.) 

With this charming woman, whofe name was 
Madam De la T. » I often -made parties of 
pleafure. The duke, Mr. § » fhe and J, 
ufed to meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which is 
a pleafant wood at a {mall diftance from Paris, 
whither the Company repairs, in the fummer- 
feafon, for the benefit of the air; and after hay- 
ing amufed: ourfelves among the groves, eme 
barked in his grace’s. equipage, which was ex- 
tremely elegant, being a calath drawn by fix 
fine long-tailed greys, adorned with ribbons in 
the French tafte ; and thus we were conduéted 
to a little inchanted, or at leaft inchanting palace, 
pofleffed by the duke, at one end of the town, 
The lower apartment,. appropriated to me, was 
furnifhed with yellow and filver, the bed fur- 


rounded with looking-glafles, and the door opened 
Vou I, | G into 
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into a garden, laid out in a cradle-walk, and in- 
tervening parterres of rofes and other flowers. 
Above ftairs my female companion lodged, in a 
chamber furnifhed with chintz. We fupped all 
tovether in the faloon, which, though fmall, was 
perfectly elegant. The company was always 

ood-humoured, the converfation fprightly and 
joyous, and the fcene, though often repeated, 
ftill delightful and entertaining. 

At other times, Mr. S—— and I ufed to pas 
our evenings at the palace of the prince of C ; 
which his highnefs lent us for our accommoda- 
tion, ‘The apartments opened into the gardens 
of the Luxembourg, and were, in point of mag- 
nificence, fuitable to the owner. Tohither I ufed 
to repair in a flaming equipage, on pretence of 
vifiting, and fpent the beft part of the night with 
him, who was dearer to me than all the princes 
in the world. 

While I was happily engaged in thefe ravifhing 
parties, my little lord was employed in efforts to 
recover his health by reftoratives, and I know not 
what; for he ftill lamented the enfeebling effects 
of his paflion, and complained, that he loved me 
more. like an angel than a woman, though he 
ftrove to govern his affection according to the 
dotrines of the chriftian religion, as he regu- 
lated his life by the maxims of Charles the twelfth 
of Sweden. The meaning of this declaration I 
could never learn ; aud indeed, I have been often 
tempted ta believe he had no meaning at all. 

” Be that as it will, I found my fize vifibly in- 
creafing, and my fituation extremely uneafy, on 
account of the perpetual wrangling which pre- 


vailed betwixt us, in confequence of his defiring 


to fleep with me again, after we had parted beds 
| for 
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for the fecond time: and, that I might be no 
longer expofed to fuch difagreeable perfecution, I 
refolved to leave him, though at the hazard of 
my life. 

Thus determined, I went to the Britifh em- 
baffador in an hackney-coach ; and, in order to 
difguife my youth, which might have prepoflefled 
him againft my judgment, muffled nyfelf up in 
a black hood, which (as he faid) inftead of lending 
an air of gravity to my countenance, added a wild- 
nefs to my looks, which was far from being dif- 
agreeable. He had been agallant man in his youth, 
and even then, though well ftricken in years, 
was not infenfible to the power of beauty. This 
difpofition, perhaps, rendered him more favour- 
able to my caufe, though he at firft advifed me to 
return to my hufband ; but finding me obftinate, he 
undertook to ferve me in my own way, and pro- 
cure a protetion ftom the French king, by virtue 
of which, I could live at Paris unmolefted by my 
lord. Neverthelefs, he advifed me (if I was de- 
termined to leave him) to make the beft of my 
way to England, and fue for a divorce. | 

I relifhed his opinion, and concealed myfelf 
about three days in Paris, during which I bor-° 
rowed fome linen; for, as it was impofible to 
cenvey any thing out of my own houfe without 
fufpicion, I had neither cloaths for my accom- 
modation, nor a fervant to wait on me. 

In this folitary condition I took the road to 
Flanders, after I had put my lord upon a wrong 
fcent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
and travelled:through an unknown country,with- 
out‘any other attendant than the poftilion, ‘being 
fubjeed to this inconvenience by the laws of 
France, which are fo fevere in fome particulars, 

. ~ Ga | that 
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that if any perfon had been apprehended with 
me, he would have fuftered death, for going 
off with a man’s wife; though any man might 
go to bed with the fame woman, without fear of 
incurring any legal punifhment. 

I proceeded night and day without intermif- 
fion, that I might the fooner reach Flanders, 
where I knew I fhould be fafe ; and as the nights 
were exceffively cold, I was fain to wrap myfelf 
up in flannel, which I bought for the purpofe, 
as I had no cloaths to keep me warm, and tra- 
velled in an open chaife. While we pafled 
through dreary woods, quite remote from the ha- 
bitations of men, I was not without apprehen- 
fion of being ftripped and murthered by the po- 
{tilion ; and, in all probability, owed my fafety to 
the indigence of my appearance, which might 
alfo protect me in two miferable places where I 
was obliged to lie, before I got out of the terri- 
tories of France: for, as I could not reach the 
great towns where | intended to lodge, I was 
under the neceffity of putting up at little wretched 
hovels, where no provifion was to be had, but 
four brown bread and fourer cheefe; and every 
thing feemed to denote the dens of defpair and af- 
faffination. 

'- I made fhift, however, to fubfift on this fare, 
uncomfo?table as it was, confided in the meannefs 
of my equipage for the fecurity of my perfon ; 
and at length arriving at Bruffels, fixed my quar- 
ters in the Hotel de Flandre (fo well known to the 
Englith fince) where I thought myfelf extremely 
happy in the accomplifhment of my flight. 
_ I had not been full two days in this place, 
when I was blefled with the fight of my lover ; 
and having concerted meafures for proceeding to 
| Eng- 
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England, I hired a tall fine Liegeoife for a maid 3 
and fetting out for Oftend, we embarked in a 
veffel, in which Mr. S—— had befpoke our paf- 
fage. Our voyage was fhort and profperous, and 
the time moft agreeably fpent in the company of 
my dear partner, who was a moft engaging man 
in all refpects, as I dare fay my lady O—— has 
fince found him. 

J aflumed a fictitious name, took private lodg- 
ings in Poland-ftreet, retained lawyers, and come 
menced a fuit for feparation againft my lord. I 
communicated the reafons of my elopement to 
my father, who was fhocked and furprifed at my 
conduct, which he condemned with expreffions 
of forrow and refentment. But the ftep was ta- 
ken; nor did I repent of what I had done, ex- 
cept on his account. 

In the morning after my arrival at London, I 
waited upon the lord-chief-juftice, to whom [I 
complained of the ufage I had received from my 
lord, whofe temper was teazing, tirefome, and 
intolerably capricious. His behaviour was a flrange 
compound of madnefs and folly, feafoned with a 
{mall proportion of fenfe: no wonder then that 
J, who am hot and hafty, fhould be wretched, 
under the perfecution of fuch a perverfe hu- 
mourift, who ufed to terrify me, and fcold at 
me the whole night without intermiffion, and 
fhake my pillow from time to time, thatI might | 
not fleep, while he tormented me with his dif- 
agreeable expoftulations. I have been often 
frightened almoft out of my fenfes, at feeing 
him convulfed by the moft unreafonable paf- 
fion; and chagrined to the higheft degree of 
difguft, to find (by repeated obfervation) his dif- 


pofition fo prepofterous, that his fatisfaction and 
. G3 dif- 
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difpleafure never depended upon the caufe he had 
to be fatisfied or difobliged; but, on the con- 
trary, when he had moft reafon to be pleafed, he 
was always moft difcontented, and very often in 
good humour, when he had reafon enough for 
vexation. 

While I lived in Poland-ftreet, I was engaged 
with lawycrs, and fo often vifited by my father, 
that [ could not dedicate my whole time, as 
ufual, to my lover; nor was it convenient that 
he fhould be feen in my company: he therefore 
toak a fmall houfe at Camberwell, whither I 
went as often as I had an opportunity ; and main- 
tained the correfpondence with fuch eagernefs and 
induftry, that although I was fix months gone 
with child, I have often, by myfelf, fet out for 
his habitation, in an hackney-coach, at eleven 
o’clock at night, and returned by fix in the morn- 
ing, that I might be in my own bed, when my 
father came to fee me; for I concealed my amour, 
as well as the effects of it, from his knowledge, 
and frequently tock water from the Bridge, that 
my motions might not be difcovered. Nothi 
but the moft paffionate love could have fup- 
ported my fpirits under fuch viciffitudes of te- 
“tizue, or enabled my admirer to fpend whole 
days by himfelf, in fuch a folitary retirement. 

By this time, my lord was arrived in England, 
aad employed in difcovering the place of my re- 
treat; fo that I lived in continual alarm, and 
provided myfelf with a fpeaking-trumpet, which 
ftood by my bed-fide, to be ufed in calling for 
affiftance, in cafe my purfuer fhould make an 
attack upon my lodgings. 

‘This fituation being extremely uncomfortable, 
Thad no fooner begun my procefs againft him, 

than 
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than I put myfelf intirely under ‘the protection of 
Mr. § » who conducted me to the houfe of a 
friend of his who lived in the country, where I 
was fecure from the attempts of my hufband. 

The world had now given me up, and I had 
renounced the world with the moit perfect re- 
fignation. I weighed in my own breaft what I 
fhould Jofe in point of charaéter, with what L 
fuffered in my peace at home, and found, that 
my reputation was not to be preferved, except at 
the expence of my quiet, (for his Jordfhip was 
not difpofed to make me eafy, had I been never 
fo difcreet.) ] therefore determined to vive up 4 
few ceremonial vifits, and empty profetions, fus 
the more fubftantial enjoyments of life. 

We paffed our time very agreeably, in varicus 
amufements, with this friend of Mr. S > until 
the term of my reckoning was almoft expired, 
then returned to London, and took lodgings in 
Southampton-ftreet, where I began to make pre- 
parations for the approaching occafion. Here I 
bt aes to live with the utmoft circumfpection. 

difguifed my name, faw nobody but my lawyer 
and lover, and never approached the window, 
left I fhould be difcovered by accident. 

Notwithftanding thefe precautions, my French 
maid, whom I had fent for fome of my cloaths, 
was dogged in her return, and next morning my 
lord took my lodgings by ftorm. Had he gi- 
ven the affault in his own perfon only, I make 
no doubt but he would have fuffered a repulfe, 
from the oppofition of the Ligeoife, who made 
all the refiftance in her power, but was obliged 
to give way to fuperior number. 7 

I was at that time abed, and hearing an, un- 


ufual noife below, rung my bell, in order to 
G know 
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know the caufe of fuch difturbance. I drew my 
curtain at the fame time, and who fhould I fee 
entering my chamber but his lordfhip, attended 
by a conftable, and the footman who had deteéted 
my retreat! . _ : 

_’ Such an unexpeéted vifit could not fail to affect 
me with furprize and confternation : however, I 
fummoned all my fortitude to my aid, and per- 
ceiving the fellows were about to open my window- 
fhutters. defired their principal to order them down 
ftairs. He readily complied with my requeft, and 
fitting down by my bedefide, told me with an air 
of triumph, that he had found me at:laft; and I 
frankly owned, that I was heartily forry for his 
fuccefs. Inftead of upbraiding me with. my 
efcape, he proceeded to entertain me with all the 
news in town, and gave me a minute detail of 
every thing which had happened to him fince our 
parting ; among other articles of intelligence, 
giving me to underftand, that he had cha‘leaged 
Mr. S——, who had refufed to fight him, and 
was in difgrace with the prince of W on 
that account. 

But here his lordfhip did not ftri@ly adhere to 
the naked truth: he had indeed, before our de- 
parture for the country, gone to my lover, and 
infifted upon having fatisfaction in Hyde-park, 
two days from the date. of his demand, and at 
three o’ clock in the afternoon; S believing 
him in earneft, accepted the invitation; though 
he obferved, that thefe affairs could not be dif- 
cuffed too foon, and wifhed the time of meeting 
might be at an earlier hour. But his lordfhip 
did not choofe to alter the curcumftances of his. 
firft propofal; and when ne went away, faid he 
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Should expe& him at the appointed time and 
place, if it did not rain. 

His antagonift gave me an account of the con- 
verfation, when I affured him the whole bufinefs 
would end in fmoke. Accordingly, my lord fent 
him a letter on Monday, defiring that the affig- 
nation might be deferred till Thurfday, that he 
might have time to fettle his affairs, and pay S— 
an hundred pounds, which he had formerly bor- 
rowed of him. When Thurfday came, he was 
favoured with another epiftle, importing, that 
the challenger had changed his mind, and would 
feek fatsifaction at law. Thus ended that heroic 
exploit, which his lordfhip now boafted of with: 
fuch arrogant mifreprefentation. 

Whilft he regaled me with thefe interefting par- 
ticulars, I was contriving a fcheme to fruftrate 
the difcovery he had made; fo that I did not con- 
tradict his affertions, but told him, that if he 
would go down ftairs, I would rife and come to 
breakfait. He confented to this propofal with 
great chearfulnefs; and I own, I was not a little 
furprized to find him, at this firft interview, in 
as good humour, as if nothing had happened to 
interrupt the felicity of our matrimonial union. — 

_ It coft me fome invention to conceal my con- 
dition from his notice, being now within a week 
of the expected crifis: but | knew I had to do 
with a man of no great penetration, and fuc- 
ceeded in my attempt accordingly. We break- 
fafted with great harmony, and I invited him to 
dinner, after having prevailed upon him to fend 
away his myrmidons, whom, neverthelefs, he 
ordered to return at eleven o’clock at night. 
We converfed together with great gaiety and 
mirth ; and when I rallied him for vifiting me in 

G 5 fuch 


118 The ADVENTURES of 


fuch a difhabille, he ftood a-tiptoe-to view him- 
felf in the glafs; and owning I wasinthe right, 
faid he would go and drefs himfelf before dinner. 

He accordingly went away, charging my maid 
to give him entrance at his return ; and he was 
no fooner gone than I wrote to Mr. S » giv- 
ing him an account of what had happened ; then, 
without having determined upon any certain 
plan, huddled on my cloaths, muffied myfelf-up, 
and calling a chair, went to the next tavern, 
where I ftayed no longer than was fufficient to 
change my vehicle; and, to the aftonifhment of 
the drawers, who could not conceive the mean- 
ing of my perturbation, proceeded to a fhop tn 
the neighbourhood, where I difmiffed my fecond 
chair, and procured an hackney coach, in which 
{ repaired to the lodgings of my lawyer, whom I 
could truft. Having made him acquainted with 
the circumftances of my diftrefs, and confulted 
him about a proper place of retreat, after fome 
recolleétion he directed me to a little houfe in a 
court, to which, by the affiftance of my lover, 
my woman and cloaths were fafely conveyed that 
fame evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, .accord- 
ing to invitation, and did not feem at all alarmed 
when my maid told him I was gone, but ftepped 
to my lawyer, to know if he thought | fhould re~ 
turn ; and upon his anfwering im the affirmative, 
and advifing his lordfhip to go back in the mean 
time, and eat the dinner I had provided, he very 
deliberately took his advice, made a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottleof wme, and, as 1 did not 
return, according to his expectation, withdrew, 
m ordes to confult his aflociates, 

This 
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' ‘This motion of his furnifhed my woman with 
an opportunity of making her retreat ; and when 
he returned at night, the coaft was clear, and he 
found no body in the houfe but a porter, who 
had been left to take care of the furniture. He 
was fo enraged at this difappointment, that he - 
made a furious noife, which raifed the whole 
neighbourhood, reinforced his crew with the au- 
thority of a juftice of the peace, tarried in the 
ftreet till three o’clock inthe morning, difcharg- 
ed a lodging he had hired at a Barber’s fhop, op- 


-pofite to the houfe from which.I had efcaped, and 


retired with the comfortable reflexion of having 
done every thing which man could do to retrieve 
me. 

The hurry of fpirits, and furprize 1 had uns 
dergone in effecting this retreat, produced fuch a 
diforder in my conftitution, that I began to fear 
I thould be delivered before I eould be provided 
with neceffaries for the occafion. I fignifted my 
apprehenfion to Mr. $—~—, whe with infinite 
care and concern endeavoured to find a more 
convenient place; and, after al] his inquiries, 
was obliged to fix upon a paultry apartment tn the 
city,’ tho’ his tendernefs was extremely fhocked 
at the neceflity of chooling it. However, there 
was no remedy, nor time to be loft : to this mi- 
ferable habitation I was carried in an hackney 
coach; and, tho’ extremely ill,, bore my fate 
with fpirit and refignation, in teftimony of my 
fincere and indclible attachment to my lover, 
for whofe. eafe and pleafure I could have fuffered 
every NOV AVSCRSE; and: ‘even. facrihced: my 
life. 

Immediately fhe q hee een pofteffion of my 


wretched apartment, J was conitrained by my in- 
(3-6 aif pofition 
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difpofition to go to bed, and fend for the necef- 
fary help; and in a few hours a living pledge of 
my love and indifcretion faw the light, tho’ the 
terrors and fatigue I had undergone had affected 
this little innocent fo feverely, that it fcarce dif- 
covered any vifible figns of life. 
My grief at this misfortune was inexpreffible : 
I forthwith difpatched a meflage to the dear, the 
anxious father, who flew to my arms, and fhared 
my forrow, with all.the gentlenefs of love and 
parental fondnefs; yet our fears were happily 
difappointed by the recovery of our infant daugh- 
ter, who was committed to the charge of a nurfe 
in the neighbourhood ; fo that I could every day 
be fatishied in my inquiries about her health. 
Thus 1 continued a whole fortnight, in a ftate 
of happinefs and tranquillity, being bleffed with the 
converfation and tender offices of my admirer, 
whofe love and attention I wholly ingroffed. In 
a word, he gave up all bufinefs and amufement, 
and concentred all his care and affiduity in mi- 
niftring to my eafe and fatisfaction. And fure I 
had no caufe to regret what I had fuffered on his 
account. | 
But this my agreeable fituation was one day 
difturbed by a moft alarming accident, by. which 
my life was drawn into imminent danger. - ‘The 
room under my bed-chamber took fire ; I imme- 
diately {melled it, and faw the people about me 
in the utmoft perplexity and confternation, tho’ 
they would not own the true caufe of ther con- 
fufion, left my health fhould fuffer in the fright. 
Neverthelefs I was fo calm in my inquiries, that 
they ventured to tell me my fufpicion was but.too 
juft: upon which I gave. {uch directions as I 
thought weuld fecure me from catching cold, in 
6 cafe 
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cafe there fhould be a neceffity for removing me3 
but the fire being happily extinguifhed, I efcaped 
that ceremony, which might have coft me my 
life. Indeed it was furprifing, that the agitation 
of my fpirits did not produce fome fatal effect up- 
on my conftitution ; and I looked upon my deli- 
verance as the protection of a particular provi- 
dence. | 

_ Tho’ I efcaped the hazard of a fudden remo- 
val, I found it was high time to change my lodg- 
ings, becaufe the neighbours rufhing into the 
houfe, upon the alarm of fire, had difcovered 
my fituation, though they were ignorant of 
my name; and I did not think myfelf fafe, in 
being the fubjeét of their conje@tures. Mr. 
therefore procured another apartment, with bet- 
ter accommodation, to which I was carried, as 
foon as my health would admit of my removal ; 
and foon after my lord wrote to me, by the 
hands of my lawyer, earneftly intreating me to 
drop my profecution, and come home. But I 
would not comply with his requeft ; and nothing 
was farther from my intention than the defire of 
receiving any favours at his hands. _ 

Thus repulfed, he fet on foot a moft accurate 
fearch for my perfon ; in the courfe of which he 
is faid to have detected feveral ladies and young 
girls, who had reafons for keeping themfelves 
concealed ; and had like to ‘have been very fe- 
verely handled for his impertinent curiofity. Be- 
ing unfuccefsful in all his attempts, he entered 
into treaty with one Sir R—H—, a perfon of a 
very indifferent character, whe undertook to fur-- 
nifh him with an infallible expedient to difcover .. 
the place of my abode, if he would gratify. him 
with a bond for a thoufand pounds ; which be-" 


rthy knight ad- 
ing executed accordingly, tha worthy vertifed 
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vertifed me and my maid in the public papers, 
offering one hundred pounds as a reward to any 
perfon who fhould difclofe the place of our re- 
tirement. 

As foon as the paper fell into my hands I was 
again involved in perplexity ; and being afraid of 
ftaying in town, refalved,. with the concurrence 
of my lover, to accept of an invitation I had re- 
ceived from the duke of K—, who had by this 
time arrived in England, with that lady whom 
I have already mentioned, as one of our parties 
at Paris. Having vifited my little infant, I next 


day fet out for the duke’s country-feat, which is - 


a moft elegant chateau, and ftands ina charming 
fituation : Mr. S— followed in a few days; we 
met with a very cordial reception; his grace 
was civil and good-natured, lived nobly and 
loved pleafure; Madam la T—— was formed to 
pleafe: there was always a great deal of good 
company in the houfe; fo that we pafled our 
time agreeably in playing at billiards and cards, 
hunting, walking, reading and convesfation. 

But my terms of happinefs were generally of 
fhort duration. In the midft of all this felicity 
I was overtaken by a moft fevere affliGion, in the 
death of my dear haplefs infant, who had in- 
groffed a greater fhare of my tendernefs than per- 
haps I even fhould have paid to the offspring of a 
legitimate contract, becaufe the circumftance of 
her birth would have been an unfurmountable 
misfortune to her thro’ the whole courfe of her 
life, and rendered her abfolutely dependent on 
my love and protection. 

While I ftill lamented the untimely fate of 
this fair bloffom, Jord came down, and de- 
manded me as his wife ; but the {uit which I then 
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maintained againft him deprived him, for the pre- 
fent, of an husband’s right; and therefore the 
duke would not deliver me into his hands. 

In fix months he repeated his vifit and dee 
mand; and an agreement was patched up, in 
confequence of which I confented to live in the 
fame houfe with him, on condition that he 
fhould never defire to fleep with me, or take any 
other meafure to difturb my peace ; otherwife I 
fhould be at liberty to leave him again, and in- 
titled to the provifion of afeparate maintenance. 
To thefe articles I affented, by the advice of my 
lawyers, with a view of obtaining the payment 
of my pin-money, which I had never received 
fince our parting, but fubfifted on the fale of my 
jewels, which were very confiderable, and had 
been prefented to me with full power of aliena- 
tion. As to my lover, he had no fortune to fup- 
port me; and for that reafon I was fcrupuloufly 
cautious of augmenting his expence. 

We had now enjoyed each other’s company 
for three years, durmg which our mutual paffion 
had fuffered no abatement, nor had my happi- 
riefs been mixed with any confiderable allay, ex- 
cept that late ftroke of providence which I have 
already mentioned, and the reflexion of the for- 
row that my conduct had intailed upon my dear 
father, whom I loved beyond expreffion, and 
whom nothing could have compelled me to dif- 
oblige but a more powerful flame, that prevailed 
‘ over every other confideration. As I was now 
forced to break off this inchanting correfpondence, 
it is not to be doubted that our parting coft us the 
moft acute fenfations of grief and difappointment. 
However, there was ne remedy: I toresmyfelf 
from his arms, took my leave of the family, pd 
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having acknowledged my obligations to the duke, 
and fet out for the place of rendezvous, where I 
was met by my lord, attended by a fteward whom 
he had lately engaged, and who was one chief 
caufe of our future feparations. My lord having 
quitted his houfe in town, conducted me to his 
lodgings in Pall-Mall, and infifted upon fleeping 
with me the firft night ; but [ refufed to gratify 
his defire, on the authority of our agreement. 

This difpute produced a quarrel, in confe- 
quence of which [ attempted to leave the houfe ; 
and he endeavouring to prevent my retreat, | 
fairly locked him in, ran down ftairs, and calling 
a hackney coach, made the beft of my way into 
the city, to my father’s lodgings, where I lay, 
the family being in town, tho’ he himfelf was in 
the country. I wrote to him immediately, and 
when he came to London, declared my intention 
of feparating from my lord, with which, feeing 
me obftinate and determined, he at length ac- 
quiefced, and a formal feparation accordingly en- 
fued, which at that time I thought binding and 
immutable. 

I was now fheltered under the wings of an in- 
dulgent father, who had taken me into favour 
again, on the fuppofition that my commerce 
with Mr. S— was abfolutely at an end. Nevere 
thelefs, tho’ we had feparated, in all appearance, 
for ever, we had previoufly agreed to maintain 
eur correfpondence in private interviews, which 
fhould efcape the notice of the world, with 
which I was again obliged to keep fome mea- 
fures. 

Our parting at the duke of K—’s houfe in the 
country was attended with all the genuine marks 
of fincere andgcciprocal affection, and] lived in 
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the fweet hope of feeing him again, in all the 
tranfport of his former paffion, when my lawyer, 
who received my letters, brought mea billet one 
night, juft as I had gone to bed. Seeing the fu- 
perfcription of S—’s hand-writing, I opened it 
with all the impatience of an abfent lover ; but 
how fhall I defcribe the aftonifhment and con- 
fternation with which I was feized, when I pe- 
rufed the contents! Inftead of the moft tender 
vows and proteftations, this fatal epiftle began 
with, Adadam, the bef? thing you can do is to re- 
turn to your father; or fome cold and killing 
ex preflion, to that effect. 
Heaven and earth! what did I feel at this dire 
conjunCture! The light forfook my eyes, a cold 
{weat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelm- 
ed with fuch a torrent of forrow and furprize, 
that every body prefent believed I would have 
died under the violent agitation. ‘They endea- 
voured to fupport my fpirits with repeated draughts 
of ftrong liquor, which had no fenfible effect up- 
on my conftitution, tho’ for eight whole years I 
had drank nothing ftronger than water ; and I 
muft have infallibly perifhed in the firft extafy of 
my grief, had it not made its way in a fit of tears 
~ and exclamation, in which I continued all night, 
to the amazement of the family, whom my con- 
dition had alarmed, and raifed from their repofe. 
My father was the only perfon who guefled the 
caufe of my affliGtion ; he faid he was fure I had 
received fome ill ufage in aletter or meffage from 
that rafcal S— (fo he termed him in the bitter- 
nefs of paffion). 
At mention of that name my agony redoubled 
to fuch a degree, that al] who were. prefent wept. 


at fight of my deplorable condition. My poor 
. father 
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father {hed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell 
him the caufe of my difquiet: upon which, rather 
than confefs the truth, I amufed his concern, 


by pretending that my lover wasill. The whole 


family having ftayed by-me till I was a little more 
compofed, left me to the care of my maid, who 
put me into bed about fix in the morning ; but I 
enjoyed no reft: I revolved every circumftance 
of my condudt, endeavouring to find out the 
caufe of this fatal change in S—’s difpofition ; and 
as | could recollect nothing which could juflly 
give offence, concluded that fome malicious per- 
fons had abufed his ears wxh {tories to my pre 
judice. | 

With this conje@ture I got up,. and fent my 
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein FE infitted 
upon feeing him, that I might have an opportu- 
nity of juftifying myfelf in perfon ; a tafk which 
would be eafily performed, as I had never offend- 
ed, but in loving too well. I waited with the 
moft anxious impatience for the return of my 
meflenger, who brought me an anfwer couched 
in the coldeft terms of civility which indifference 
could dictate ; acknowledging, however, that he 
had nothing co Jay to my charge, but that it was 
for the good of us both we fhould part.—He 
ought to have reflected on that before, not after 
I had facrificed my all for his love! I was well 


nigh diftracted by this confirmation of his incon- - 


ftancy ; and I wonder to this day how I retained 
the ufe of reafon, under fuch circumftances of 
horror and defpair ! My grief laid afide all de- 
corum and reftraint; I told my father that S— 
was dying, and that I would vifit him with all 


expedition. 
Startled 
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Startled at the propofal, this careful parent de- 
monftrated the fatal confequence of fuch an un- 
guarded ftep, reminded me of the difficulty with 
which he had prevailed upon my mother and 
uncle to forgive my former imprudence, obferv- 
ed that his intention was to carry me into the 
country next day, in order to effect a perfect re- 
conciliation ; but now Iwas on the brink of forfeit- 
ing all pretenfions to theirregard, by committing 
another fatal error, which could not poffibly be 
retrieved ; and that for his part, whatever pangs 
it might coft him, he was refolved to banifh me 
from his fight for ever. 

While he uttered this declaration the tears 
trickled down h's checks, and he feemed over- 
whelmed with the keeneft forrow and mortifica~ 
tion; fo it may be eafily conceived what were 
the impreffions of my grief, reinforced with the 
affiction of a father whom I dearly loved, and 
the confcioufnefs of being the caufe of all his dif- 
quiet! I was ftruck dumb with remorfe and 
‘woe; and when I recovered the ufe of fpeech, I 
tuld him how fenfible I was of his great goodnefs 
and humanity, and owned how little I deferved 
his favour and affeétion; that the fenfe of my 
own unworthinefs was one caufe of my prefent 
diftraétion ; for fuch was the condition of my 
fate, that I muft either fee S—or die. I faid, 
tho’ I could not expeé his forgivenefs, I was 
furely worthy of his compaffion ; that nothing 
but the moft irrefiftible paffion could have mifled 
me at firft from my duty, or tempted me to incur 
the leaft degree of his difpleafure ; that the fame 
fatal influence ftill prevailed, and would, in all 

probability, continue to the grave, which was” 
the only abode in which I hoped for peace. 
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While I expreffed myfelf in this manner, my 
dear good father wept with the moft tender fym- 
pathy, and faying I might do asI pleafed, for he 
had done with me, quitted the room, leaving me 
to the cruel fenfations of my own heart, which 
almoft burfted with anguifh, upbraiding me with 
a fault which [ could not help committing. 

I immediately hired a chariot and fix, and 
would have fet out by myfelf, had not my fa- 
ther’s affeCtion, which all my errors could not 
efface, provided an attendant. He faw me quite 
delirious and defperate ; and therefore engaged a 
relation of my own to accompany and take care 
of me in this rafh expedition. 

During this journey, which lafted twodays, I 
felt no remiffion of grief and anxiety, but under- 
went the moft intolerable forrow and fufpente : 
at laft we arrived at a little houfe called the Hut, 
on Salifbury plain, where, in the moft frantic 
agitation, I wrote a letter to S—, defcribing the 
miferable condition to which I was reduced by 
his unkindnefs, and defiring to fee him, with the 
moft earneft follicitations. | 

This billet 1 committed to the care of my at- 
tendant, and laid {trong injunctions upon him to 
tell Mr. S——, my injuries were fo great, and 
my defpair fo violent, that if he did not favour 
me with a vifit, I would go to him, though at his 
fifter’s houfe, where he then was.’ 

He received my meflaze with great coldnefs, 
and told my friend, that if I would return to 
London, without infifting upon the interview I 
demanded, he would in a little time follow me to 
town, and every thing fhould be amicably ad- 
jufted. But when the meffenger affured him, 
that I was too much tranfported with grief, to 
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hear of fuch a propofal, he confented to meet 
me in the middle of Salifbury-plain, that we 
might avoid all obfervation: and though I was 
little able to walk, I fet out on foot for the place 
of affignation, my companion following at a {mall 
diftance. 

When I faw him leading his horfe down the 
hill, I colle€ted all my fortitude, and advanced 
to him with all the fpeed I could exert ; but when — 
I made an effort to fpeak, my tongue denied its 
office; and fo lively was the expreflion of ure 
utterable forrow in my countenance, that his 
heart (hard as it was) melted at fight of my fuf- 
ferings, which he well knew proceeded from the 
fincerity of my love. At length I recovered the 
ufe of fpeech, enough to tell him, that I was 
come to take my leave; and when I would have 
proceeded, my voice failed me again: but, after 
a confiderable paufe, Ifound means, with great 
difficulty, to let him know how fenfible I was of 
my own incapacity to retrieve his loft affections ; 
but that I was willing (if poffible) to retain his 
efteem, of which, could 1 be affured, I would 
endeavour to compofe myfelf; that I was deter- 
mined to leave the kingdom, becaufe I could not 
bear the fight of thofe places where we had been 
fo happy in our mutual love ; and that, till my 
departure, I hoped he would vifit me fometimes, 
that I‘might, by degrees, wean myfelf from his 
company ; for, I fhould not be able to furvive the 
fhock of being deprived of him all at once. 

This addrefs may feem very humble to an un- 
concerned obferver ; but love will tame the 
proudeft difpofition, as plainly appeared in my 
cafe; for [had naturally as much fpirit, or more, 
than the generality of people have. Mr. gee 
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was fo much confourided at the manner of my 
. behaviour, that he fcarce knew what anfwer te 
make; for (as he afterwards owned) he ex- 
pected to hear himfelf wpbraided ; but he was not 
proof againft my tendernefs. After fome hefita- 
tion, he faid he never meant to forfake me in- 
tirely, that his affeQion was ftill unimpaired, and 
that he would follow me dire€tly to London. I 
impofed upon myfelf, and believed what he faid, 
becaufe I could not bear to think of parting with 
him for ever, and returned to town in a more 
tranquil {tate of mind than that in which I had 
left my father, though my heart was far from 
being at eafe ; my fears being ingenious enough 
to forefee, that I fhould never be able to overcome 
his indifference. , 

I took lodgings in Mount-ftreet, and my maid 
having difpofed of herfelf in marriage, hired an- 
other, who fupplied her place very much to my 
fatisfaction ; fhe was a goed girl, had a particular 
attachment to me, and for many years, during 
which fhe lived in my fervice, was indefatigably 
affiduous in contributing to my eafe, or rather, 
in alleviating my affliction: for, though S—— 
came up to town according to promife, and re- 
newed a fort of correfpondence with me for the 
{pace of five months, his complaifance would ex- 
tend.no farther ; and he gave me to underftand, 
that he had determined to go abroad with Mr. 
V » whom he accordingly accompanied in his 
envoyfhip to D--—n. 

I underftood the real caufe of this expedition, 
which, notwithftanding his. oaths. and protetta- 
tions of unabated love and regard, I. conftrued 
into a palpable mark.of diflike and difrefpe& ; nor 
could the repeated affurances I received from him 

in 
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in letters, mitigate the anguifh and mortification 
that preyed upon my heart. I therefore gave up 
ail hopes of recovering the happinefs I had loft : 
I told him, on the eve of his departure, that he 
might exercife his gallantry a great while, before he 
would meet with my fellow, in point of fincerity 
and love; for I would rather have been a fervant 
in his houfe, with the privilege of feeing him, 
than the queen of England, debarred of that 
pleafure. | 
When he took his leave, and went down ftairs, 
I fhrunk at every ftep he made, as if a new 
wound had been infliftted upon me; and when I 
heard the door fhut behind him, my heart died 
within me. (I had the fatisfaction to hear af- 
terwards, he lamented the lofs of me prodi- 
gioufly, and that he had never been fo happy 
fince.) I fat down to write a letter, in which 
I forgave his indifference, becaufe I knew 
the affe€tions are altogether involuntary, and 
wifhed him all the happinefs he deferved. I then 
walked up and down the room in the moft reft- 
lefs anxiety,, was put to bed by my maid, rofe at 
fix, mounted my horfe, and rode forty miles, in 
order to fatigue myfelf, that I might, next night, 
enjoy fome repofe. This exercife I daily under- 
went for months together; and when it did not 
anfwer my purpofe, I ufed to walk round Hyde- 
park in the evening, when the place was quice. 
folitary, and unvifited by any other human crea- 
ture. 
In the courfe of this melancholy perambula- 
tion, I was one day accofted by a very great 
man, who, after the firft falutation, afked whe- 
ther or not my intercourfe with S—~— was at an. 
end; and if I had any allowance -from a ae 
and ! 
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band? To the firft of thefe queftions I replied 
in the affirmative ; and to the laft anfwered, that 
my lord did not allow me a great deal; indeed | 
might have truly faid, nothing at all: but I was 
too proud to own my indigence. He then ex- 
preffed his wonder, how one like me,. who had 
been ufed to fplendor and affluence from ‘my 
cradle, could make fhift to live in my: prefent 
narrow circumftances ; and when I told him that 
Icould make a very good fhift, fo I had peace, 
he feemed to lament my fituation, and very 


kindly invited me to fup with his wife, at his 


houfe. I accepted the invitation, without. any 
apprehenfion of the confequence; and when. [ 
went to the place, was introduced into an.apart- 
ment, magnificently lighted up (I fuppofe) for 
my reception. ae r 

After I had ftayed alone for fome time in this 
myfteriovs fituation, without feeing a living 
foul, my inviter appeared, and faid, he hoped I 
would not take it amifs, that he and I were to 
fup by ourfelves, as he had fomething to fay, 
which could not be fo properly communicated 
before company or fervants. I then, for the 
firft time, perceived his drift, to my no {mall 
furprize and indignation ; and with evident marks 
of difpleafure told him, I was fure he had no- 
thing to propofe that would be agreeable to my 
inclination, and that I would immediately leave 
the houfe. Upon which, he gave me to under- 
ftand, that I could ‘not poffibly retire, becaufe 
he had fent away my chair, and all his fervants 
were difpofed to obey his orders. 

Incenfed at this declaration, which I confidered 
as an infult, I anfwered with an air of refolu- 
tion, i€ was very well ; I defpifed his contrivance, 

and 
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and was afraid of nobody. Seeing me thus 
alarmed, he affured me I had no reafon to be 
afraid ; that he had loved me long, and could 
find no other opportunity of declaring his paffion, 
He faid, the Q— had told him, that lord C—— 
had renewed his addreffes to me; and as he un- 
derftood from my own mouth, my correfpon= 
dence with S——— was abfolutely broke off he 
thought himfelf as well intitled as another to my 
regard. In conclufion, he told me, that I might 
command his purfe, and that he had power 
enough to bring me into the world again with 
&lat, To thele advances I replied, that he was 
very much miftaken in his opinion of my cha- 
racter, if he imagined I was to be won by an 
temptations of fortune, and very frankly de- 
clared, that I would rather give myfelf to a foot- 
man, than fell myfelf to a prince. 

‘Supper being ferved, we fat down together ; 
but I would neither eat nor drink any thing, 
except a little bread and water ; for I was an odd 
whimfical girl ; and it came into my head, that 
he might, perhaps, have mixed fomething in the 
vi€tuals or wine, which would alter my way of 
thinking. In fhort, finding himfelf baffled in 
all his endeavours, he permitted me, about twelve 
o'clock, to depart in peace, and gave up his fuit, 
as a defperate caufe. 

This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the leaft abatement 
of my melancholy ; and finding mytelf worn to 
a fkeleton, I refumed my former refolution of 
trying to profit by change of place, and actually 
went abroad with no other attendant but my wo- 
man, and the utmoft indifference for life. My 


intention was to have gone to the South of 
Vor. Ill H France, 
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Fyance, where I thought I could have fubfifted 
on the little I had left, which amounted ‘to five 
hundred pounds, until the iffue of my law-fuit, 
by which I hoped to obtain fome provifion from 
my lord; and, without all doubr, my expecta- 
tion would have been anfwered, had I put this 
wy plan in execution: but being at Paris, -from 
whence I purpofed to fet forward in a few days, [ 
fent to Mr.K » who had been formerly 
intimate with my father, and fhewn me many ci- 
vilities during my firft refidence in France. 
This gentleman favoured me with a vifit, and 
when I made him acquainted with my fcheme, 
diffuaded me from it, as an uncomfortable deter- 
mination, and advifed me to ftay at Paris, where, 
with good ceconomy, I could live as cheap as in any 
other place, and enjoy the converfation and coun- 
tenance of my friends, among which number he 
declared himfelf one of the moft faithful ; affuring 
she, that I fhould be always welcome to his table, 
and want for nothing; and promifing to recom- 
mend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with 
whom I would live in a frugal and decent man- 
ner; and that, as the woman was well known 
and efteemed by all the Englifh company in Paris, 
it would be the moft reputable ftep I could take, 
(confidering my youth and fituation) to lodge 
with a creditable perfon, who could anfwer for 
my conduct. Thus perfuaded, I very fimply 
followed his advice ; I fay fimply, becaufe, not- 
withftanding his reprefentations, I foon found my 
money melt away, without any profpect of a 
frefh fupply. In lieu of this, however, I paffed 
my time very agteeably in feveral Englifh, 
and fome French families, where, in a little 
time, 
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time, I'became.quite intimate, faw a great dea 


“of company, and was treated with the utmoft 


politenefs and regard ; yet, in the midft of thefe 
pleafures, many a melancholy figh would rife at 
the remembrance of my beloved S——-, whom 
for feveral years I could not recolleét without 
emotion ; but time, company, amufements, and 
change of place, in a great meafure diffipated 
thefe ideas, and enabled me to bear my fate with 
patience and refignation. | 

On my laft arrival at Paris, I was {urrounded 
by a croud of profeffed admirers, who fighed and 
flattered in the ufual forms; but, befides that my 
heart was not yet in acondition to contract new 
engagements, I was prepoffeffed againft them all, 
by fuppofing that they prefumed upon the know-. 
ledge of my indifcretion with 5S > and 
therefore rejeCted their addrefles with deteftation — 
and difdain: for, as I have already obferved, I » 
waa not to be won, but by the appearance of 
effeem and the moft refpectfyl carriage ; and 
though, by ‘a fa}fe flep, I had, in my own opi- 
nion, forfeited my title to the one, I was refolved 
to difcourage the advances of any man who feemed 
deficient in the other. , 

In this manner, my lavers were, one by one, 
repulfed, almoft as foon as they prefented them- 
felves, and I preierved the independance of my 
heart, until I became acquainted with a certain 
peer, whom I often faw at the houfe of Mrs. 
» an Englifh lady then refident at Paris., 
This young nobleman profeffed himfelf decply 
enamoured of me, in a ftile fo different from that 
of my. other admirers, that I heard his protefta- 
tions without difguft; and though my inclinations 
Were ftill free, could not find in my heart to 
Gifcountenance his addrefies,, ywhich were pre- 
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ferred with the moft engaging modefty, difin- 
tereftednefs and refpect. a 
By thefe never-failing arts, he gradually con- 
qjuered my indifference, and gained the preference 
in my efteem fram lord C——y and the prince 
of C——, who, were at that time his rivals, 
But what contributed (more than any confidera- 
tion) to his fuccefs, was his declaring openly, 
that he would marry me without hefitation, as 
{pon as I could obtain a divorce from my prefent 
hufband, which, in all probability, might have 
been eafily procured ; for before I left England, 
lord. had offered me five thoufand pounds, 
if I would confent to fuch a mutual -releafe, that 
he might be at liberty to efpoufe one Mifs W—— 
of Kent, to whom he then made love upon ho- 
nourable terms: but I was fool enough to refufe 
his propofal, by the advice of S———-: and whe- 
ther or not his lordfhip finding it impra@ticable te 
wed his new miftrefs, began to make love upon 
another footing, I know not; but certain it is, 
¢he mother forbad him the houfe, a circumftance 
which he took fo heinoufly ill, that he appealed 
to the world in a public advertifement, begin- 
ning with, /hereas, ger Some time, I have paf- 
fronately loved Mifs W——, aud upan my not 
complying. with the mather’s propofals, they have 
gurned me out of doors; this is to iif &e. 
, This declaration, figned with his name, was 
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tion. of his conduct, he made an attempt to carry 


eff the lady from-church, by force of arms ; but 
fhe was refcued by the neighbours, headed by her 
brother, who being an attorney, had like tohave 


made his lordhhip {mart feverely for this exploit. 


Mean while, my new admirer had made fome 
progrefs in my heart ; dnd my finances being ex- 


-haufted, I was reduced to the alternative of re- 


turning to lord —-— again, or accepting earl 
B——’s love. When my affairs were brought 
to that iffue, I made no hefitatiom in my choice, 
putting myfelf under the protection of a man of 
honour, whom I efteemed; rather than: fuffer 
every fort of mortification, ‘from a perfon why 


-was the obje¢t of my abhorrende~ and contempt. 
-From a miftaken pride, I chofe to live in lord 


B——x’s houfe, rather than be maintained at his 
expence in any other place. We fpent feverat 
months agreeably in balls and other diverfions, vi- 


fited lord B—k, who lived at the diftance of afew 


leagues from Pasis, and ftayed'fome days at his: 


houfe, where the entertainment was, in all refpects, 


delightful, elegant, and refined. Their habitation 
was the rendezvous of the beft company iir 
France; and lady B——k maintained the fame fu— 
periority in her own fex, for which her lord ‘is 
fo juftly diftinguifhed among the men. — 


About Chriftmas we fet out for England, aim 


companied by a little North ‘Briton, who lived 
as his companion, and did ‘not 
at all approve of our correfpondence ;': whether 
out of real friendfhip for his patron, or appre 
henfion that in time I might fuperfede his own 
influence with my lord, I fhall not pretend to 
determine. Be that_as it will, the froft was fo 
fevere, that.we were detained ten days at Calais, 


before we could get out of the harbour; and 
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during that time, I refleéted ferioufly on what 
my new lover had propofed : as he was very 
_ young, and unacquainted with the world, [I 
thought my flory might have efcaped him ; and 
therefore determined to give him a faithful detail 
_ of the whole, that he might not have any thing 
to reproach me with in the fequel ; befides, I did 
not think it honeft to engage him todo more 
for me than he might afterwards, perhaps, think 
I was worth. Accordingly, I’ communicated to 
him every particular of my life; and the narra- 
tion, far from altering his fentiments, rather 
confirmed his good opinion, by exhibiting an 
undoubted proof of my franknefs ‘and fincerity. 
In fhort, he behaved with fuch generdfity, as 
made an abfolute conqueft of my heart : “bet my 
love was of a different kind from that which ‘had 
formerly reigned within my breaft, being foutided 
upon the warmeft gratitude and efteem, exclu- 
five of any other confideration, though his perfon 
was very agreeable, and his addrefs engaging. 

When we arrived in England, I went direQly 
to his country-feat, about twelve miles from 
London, where he foon joined me, and we 
lived fome time in perfect retirement, his relations 
being greatly alarmed with the apprehenfion ‘that 
lord —— would bring an_a@ion againff hims 
“though he himfelf defired nothing moré, and 
lived fo eafily under that expectation, that they 

foon laid afide their fears on his account. 
We were vifited by Mr. H—--- B——-, . a re- 
Jation ef my lord, and one Mr. R—— of the 
guards, who, with the little Scotch gentlethan 
_ and.my_lover,,made an agreeable ‘fet, amdng 
wham T enjoyed hunting, and all manner of 
_ Country diverfions. As ta Mr. H—— B——, 
a if 
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if evcr there was perfection in one man, it cen- 


tered in him; or at leaft, he, of all the men I 


ever knew, approached neareft to that idea which 
I had conceived of a perfe&t character. He was 
both good and great, poffefled an uncommon 
genius and the beft of hearts. Mr. R—was a 
very fociable man, had a good perfon and culti- 
vated underftanding ; and my lord was exceffively 
good humoured ; fo that, with fuch companions, 
no place could be dull or infipid: for my own 


_ part, I conducted the family ; and as I endea- 
_,voured to pleafe and make every body hap- 
"py, FE had the good fortune to fucceed. Mr. B-~—- 


_told me, that before he faw me, ‘he beard I was 


a fol; but finding (as he was pleafed to fay) 
that I had been egregioufly mifreprefented, he 


courted my friendfhip, and a correfpondence com- 
_ mmenced between us: indeed, it was impoffible 
_ for ay pete to know him, without entertain- 
_ ing 

virtue. 


utmoft efteem and veneration for his 


After I had Jived fome time in this agreeable 
retreat, my husband began to make a buitle: he 


 fenta meflage, demanding me from lord B—— ; 


then came in perfon, witb this night-cap in his 


_ pocket, intending to have ftayed all night, had 
’ ‘he been afked, and attended by a relation, whom 


¢ 


: Jhe affured that I was very fond of him, and de- 
: tained by force from ‘his arms. | 


Finding himfelf difappointed in his ‘expetta- 


tions, he commenced a law-fuit againft lord B—, 
though not for a divorce, as we defired, but 


with a view to reclaim me as his lawful wife. 


‘His lawyers, however, attempted to prove cri- 


minal converfation, in hopes of extorting money 
from my lover ; but their endeavours. were alto- 
H 4 _gethe & 
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“gether ff uitlefs 5 for no fervant of lord |; See 
-or mine, could with juftice fay, we were. ever 
-feen to trefpafs againft modefty and oes fo 
that the plaintiff was nonfuited, ~ 
~ While this caufe was depending, | all’, my. le- 
~ver’s friends expreffed fear and concern for. tbe 
“flue, whife he:himfelf behaved with’ the-utinoft 
-tefolution, and gave me fuch convincidg, proofs 
of a ftrong and “feady affe@tion, as augmented 
-my gratitude, and rivetted the ties of my:love, 
which was unblemifhed, faithful and fincere. .-- 
Soon after this event, I was feized with. a-vio- 
lent fit of ilinefs, in which I .was vifited’ by-j my 
f-ther, arid attended’ by two phyficians, ane.,of 
-whom defpaired of my life, and took his leaye 
:accordingly ; but Dr. S—-—, who was the other, 
perfifted in his attendance, and, in all human 
appearance, faved my life; a circumftance by 
which he acquired a great fhare of reputation: 
yet, notwith{tanding all his affiftance, I was con- 
fined to my bed for ten weeks; during which, 
lord‘ B——’s grief was immoderate, his care and 
‘generofity unlimited. Whilft I lay in this ex- 
tremity,° ‘Mr.S——, penetrated by my melan- 
choly condition, which revived his tendernefs, 
bege’d leave to be admitted to my prefence ; -ant 
‘lord B- would have complied with his re- 
‘queft; had I not been judged too weak to bear 
the fhock of fuch an interview. My. conftitu- 
‘tion, however, agreeably difappointed their Sal 5 
and the fever-had no fooner left me, than I w 
-removed to a hunting-feat belonging to my foveh 
from where, after { had recovered my ftrength, 
we.went to B—— Caftle, where we kept open 
shoufe-:: and ‘while: we remained at this place, or 
aia reotived a letter’ from ‘lord —-—, dated 


wos. eight Guus in 
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in November, chatlenging bim to fingle combat 
in May, upon the frontiers of France.and Flan- 
ders. This defiance was fent. in confequence of 


. what had pafled betwixt them.long before my in- 


difpofition, at a meeting in a certain tavern, where 
they quarrelled, and in the fray my lover threw 
his antagonift under the table. _ 1. counfelled hinr 
to take no notice of this rhodomontade, which I 
knew was void of all. intention of performance ; 


- and he was wife enough to follow my advice ;. 


refolved, however, fhould the meflage be re- 


, peated, to. take the challenger at his word... — 


. ‘Having refided fome time in this place, we re- 
turned to the other country-houfe which we had’ 
left, where lord B addi&ted himfelf fo much: 
to hunting, and other male diverfions, that I be~ 
gan to think he neglected me, and apprized him 


_of my fufpicion; affuring him, at the fame time, 


that I would leave him as foon as my opinion: 


fhould be confirmed. =. > 


“This declaration had no effeét upon his: beha- 


viour, which became fo remarkably cold, that 


even Mr. R——, who. lived with us, imagined 
that his affeGtion was palpably diminifhed. When. 
I went to town, I was ufually attended by his. 
coufin, or this gentleman, or both, but. feldom. 
favoured with his company 5 nay, when I repair- 
ed to Bath, for the re-eftablifhment of my health, 
he permitted me.to go alone; fo that I.was quite 
perfuaded of his indifference ; and yet, I was mif-~ 
taken in my opinion:. but, I had been: fpoiled. by 
the behaviour of my firft husband, and Mr. S—,, 

who never quitted me for the fake of any a- 
‘mufement, and often refifted the callaof the moft 
urgent bufinefs,. rather than part from me,-tho’ 

but for a few hours. I thought every man who: 

. H 5 loved: 
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. loved me truly, would a& in thefame manner ; 
_and whether I am.right or wrong in ‘my. conjéc- 
tures, I leave wifer cafuifts'to judge. Certairr it 
. is, fuch facrifice and-devotion is the raoft pleafing 
_ proof of an: admirer’s paffionw; and Vegex mo: 
plus: feuvent, SF ne me donne ‘rien, is one-of my 
favourite maxims. A man May give mortey, be- 
eaufe.he is profufe ; he may be violently fond, be- 
caufe he is of a fanguine conftitution ; but if he 
gives me his time, he gives me an unqueftionable 
proof of my being in full pofleffion of his teart. 
My appearance at Bath, ‘without the company 
: of lord B-—, occafioned a general furprize, and 
encouraged the men to pefter me with ‘addreffes ; 
every new admirer.endeavouring to advance his 
. fuit, by demonftrating the unkind and difrefpect- 
ful behaviour of his lordfhip. Indeed, this was 
the moft effectual ftring they could touch: my 
pride and refentment were alarmed, and I was 
weak enough to liften to one man, who had like 
to have imfinuated himfelf into my mchmations. 
He was tall and large boned, with white hair, in- 
clining to what is called fandy, and had the repu- 
tation of being handfome, tho’ I think he fcarce 
_deferved that epithet. He pofleffed -a large for- 
tune, loved mifchief, atid ftuck at nothing ‘for the 
-accomplifhment of his’ defigns ; one of ‘his chief 
pleafures, being that of fetting any two lovers at 
variance. He employed his addrefs. upon me with 
-great affiduity, and knew fo well how to manage 
my refentment, that I’was pleafed with his man- 
ner,- heard his vows ‘without difguft, and, ina 
word, promifed to deliberate with myfelf upon 
his propofals, and give him an account of my 
celermunation in writing, - y 48 


Thus 
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‘Thus refolved, I went to lord B——, in Wilt 
Shire, whither 1 was followed by this pretender to 
_ ny heart, who vilited us.on the footing of an ac- 
quaintance ; but when/I reflected on what I had 
done, I condemned my own conduct, as indif- 
 €reet, though nothing decifive had pafled between 
..us, and began to hate him in.proportion to the 
felf-convi€tion I felt; perceiving that I had in- 
Volved myfelf in a difficulty from which I fhould 
not be-eafily difengaged. For the prefent, how- 
ever, [ found-means to poftpone my declaration ; 
‘he admitted: my excufe, and I returned to Lon- 
_-don-awith lord B——, who was again. fummoned 
tothe field by-his former challenger. | i 
| H—d—n, governor, coufellor, and fteward 
to this littde hero, came to lord B-—- with a ver- 
bal meflage, importing, that his lordfhip had 
changed his mind about going to Flanders, : but 
‘expected to meet-him,-on fuch a day and hour, 
in the -burying-ground near Red-lion-{quare. 
Lord B—— accepted the challenge,.and gave me 
an account of what had pafled; but he had been 
anticipated by the meflenger, who had already 
tried to alarm my fears, from the canfideration of 
the confequence, that I might-take. fome meafures 

to prevent their meeting. But I perceived his 

drift, and told him plainly that lord --—. had 

' HO intention to-rifque his perfon, tho’ he endea- 
Vvoured with all his might to perfuade me, that his 
principal was defperate and determined. I knew 
my little -husband too well, to think he would 
bring matters to any dangerous iflue, and was ap- 
prehienfive of nothing but foul play, from the vil- 
lainy of Hn, with which I was equally well 
acq tainted. Indeed I fignified my doubts on that 
fcore to Mr. B , who would have attended 
EI 6 his 
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his kinfman to the. field, bad -be sot thonght he 
‘might be Kable to'cenfure, if.any thing: fhoukd 
happen to lord B——-, becaufe he. himfelf was 


heir at law: for that reafots. she-juditioufly. .de-— 


clined being: perfonally concerfed 5 and;we pitched 
upon. the earl of Ax, his. Jonithip’s uncle, verbo 
willingly undertook these 2 Fasis J: 

- At the appointed time they. went $0 the: lic 
of rendezvous, where they had not waited. Jong 
when the challenger appeared, in a new pink fa- 
tin waiftcoat, which he had put an for :theoc- 
cafion, with -his {word under bs:arm,.and:his 
fteward by him, leaving, in an hackney, coach, 
at fome diftance, .a‘furgeon whom he. “had. pe ptor 
vided for the care of his.perfon. Thus.equipped, 
he advanced to his antagonift, and defired him to 
choofe his ground ; upon: which lord. B=. told 
him, that if he muft fall, it was not material 
“which grave-he fhould tumble over... « 


-Qur little hero finding him fo. jocole ‘and-d des 


dannined: turned to lord A-—-, and..defired: to 
fpeak with him, that he might difburden_his.con - 
fcience before they fhould. begin the work of 
‘death. They accordingly went afide ; and he 
gave ‘him.-to underftand, that his motive for 
fighting was lord B—’s-deiaining his wife:feom 
chim, by compulfion::. "The earl.of :A-> afured 
‘him, -he was ‘egregionfly miftaken:in his con- 
-jeCture ;, that his nepbew ufed-no force :or undue 
influence, to keep me in his houfe ;. but it could 
~ not be expected va aa would. turn me out. of 
| doors. 3 
- "This. explanation. Mas: aioenies Gictiory 
“to lord —, who faid-he was: far:from. being fo 
winreafoniable ay td! expect lord: Bes would. com- 
soit fuch ‘a breach- of pony: 5. and:all he de- 
fired. 
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~ fired: was, that tris wide fhiould.be left to herown 
-dnchnations; . Upon thefe articles prace was con- 
~ chaded, and they parted without bloedthed. At leaft 
~ thefeare the:panticulars of the-ftary, as,they were 

elated by lord Arty with: whom I laugh'd 
dieartily at: the: ddventune ;-for I never. doubted 
that the challenger: -wréuld, find fome.expedient to 
-preyent the :duel, .tho’ I wondered, how: he muf- 
jtered up-refolution. eneugh to.carry it fo far. 
. That. he might not, ;however, give. us any 
moore trouble, we refalved ito go and enjoy our- 
: felves.in: France, whither I weat by myself, ia 
hopes of being foon joined; by my lover, who was 
obliged. to: ftay. fome time Jonger ia England, to 
- Settle his affairs. He was fo much affected at our 
parting (tho’ .but for a few weeks) that he was 
» almoft diflraéted 5 and this affliction renewed my 
. tendernefs for him, becaufe it was an undoubted 
proof of his love. I wrote to him every poft 
from: France ; and, as I had no fecsets, defired 
him to take. care of all the letters that fhould 
come to his houfe, direCted to me, after my de- 
es from England. 
This was an unfortunate office for him, in the 
. execution: of| which he changed to open a letter 
- from. Sir T— A—, with whom (as I haye al- 
; weady obferved)..I had fome. correfpondence at 
Bath. I had,. according to my promife, given 
_ shis gentleman.a decifive anfwer, importing, that 
|] was determined to remain.ia. my. prefent fitua- 
’ tion; but as lord .B—~ was ignorant of my fenti- 
ments in that particular, and perceived. from the 
 letter-that fortething extcaordinary had paffed be- 
‘aween! us, and that.1 was. earneftly fallicited to 
- leave him, he was.feized with the utmoft sonfter- 
- gation .and. concern ;.and having previoully. ob- 
— 4 tained 
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‘tained the kimp’s leaveto go‘abroad, ‘fet-out that 
‘very night for France, ‘leaving bis affairs in. the 
greatett- confufion. —— — 

Sir T—- A— hearing d-avas gone, -without 
underftanding the caufe-of-my departure, took 
the fame rout, and beth: arrived at.-Dover next 
day. ‘They heard of cath other's motions : 
‘each bribed the-mafter of @ packet-boat to tranf- 
port him with expedition; but that depending 
‘upon the wind, - both ‘reached Calais at. the fame 
time, tho’ in.different veffels. Sir T— fent-his 
walet-de chambre, poft, with a letter, intreating 
ge 'to accompany ‘him into Italy, where: he 
would make me miftrefs of his whole fortune, and 
to fet eut directly for that country, that he might 
not lefe me by the arrival of lord B—, promifing 
to join me on the road, if I would confent to 
make him happy. I fent his meflenger back with 
an anfwer, wherein I expreffed furprize at his 
propofals, after having fignified-my -refolution te 
him -before I left England; and-he was.fcarce 
difmiffed, -when I ‘received another Jetter from 
lord B—, befeeching me -to meet him-at Cler- 
mont, upon the road from -Calais ; and conjuring 
me to aveid the fight of his rival, fhould he get 
the ftart of him in travelling. This, however, 
was not likely.to be the eafe,as lord B—- rode 
poft, and the other was, by his corpulence, 
obliged to travel in-a chaife ;-yet, that I might 
not increafe his anxiety, I left Paris immediately 
on the-receit of his meflage, and met -him at the 
appointed place, where he received me with all 

‘the agitation cf joy and fear, and afked if I -had 
ever encouraged Sir “T— A— in his 2ddrefles., 1 
very candidly told him the:whole tranfaction, at 
wh.ch he was incenfed ; but his indignation was 

foon 
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‘foon appeafed, when I profeffed my penitence, 

and affured him, that I had totally reje€ted his 

rival. Not that I approve of my behaviour to 

‘Sir T—+who (I own) was ill ufed in this affair ; 

_ but furely it was more excufable to halt here, than 
‘proceed farther'in my indifcretion. 

My lover being fatisfied with my declaration, 
Wwe went together -to Paris, being attended by 
‘the Scotchman whom I have already mentioned, 
tho’ I believe the was not over and above well 
pleafed to fee matters thus amicably compro- 
‘Mifed. ‘The furious knight fellowed us to the 

‘capital ;~ infffted upon feeing me in perfon; told 
this ‘Nerth Briton, that I was actually engaged 

to him; wrote every hour, and railed at my per- 
fidious condu&. I took no notice of thefe deli- 

rious tranfports, which were alfo difregarded by 

ord B—, till one night he was exafperated by 
the infinuations of Mr. C—, who, I believe, in- 
flamed his jealoufy, by hinting a fufpicion that I 
was really in love with his rival. What paffed 
betwixt them I know not, but he fent for me 

_ from the opera, by a phyfician of Paris, who was 
a fort of go-between among us all, and who told 
me, that if I did not come home on the inftant, 
a duel would be fought on my account. 

T was very much fhocked at this information ; 
but by being ufed to alarms from the behaviour 
of lord —, I had acquired a pretty good fhare of 
refolution, and with great compofureentered the 
room where lord B— was, with his companion, 
whom I immediately ordered to withdraw. I 
then gave his lordfhip to underftand, that I was 
informed of what had pafled, and thought my- 
felf fo much injured by the perfon who had juft 

pa Ate ‘quitied 
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quitted the apartment, that I would no longer 
‘live under the fame roof-with him. 

Lord B— raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 
with want of candour and affection ;_ but I eafily 
juftified my own integrity, and gave him fuch af- 
‘furances of my love, that his jealoufy fubfided, 
and his fpirits were recompofed. Neverthelefs 
T infifted upon his difmiffing Mr. C—, on pain 
of my leaving the houfe, asI could not help 
thinking he had ufed his endeavours to prejudice 
me in the opinion of my lord. If his conduc 
was the refult of friendfhip for his patron, he 
certainly acted the part of an honeft and trufty 
adherent. But I could not eafily forgive him, 
becaufe, a few weeks before, he had, by my in- 
tereft, obtained a confiderable addition to his al- 
lowance; and even after the fteps he had taken 
to difoblige me, I was not fo much his enemy 
but that I prevailed upon lord B— to double his 
falary, that his leaving the family might be" no 

detriment to his fortune. 

His lordfhip having complied with my de- 
mand, this gentleman, after having ftayed three 
days in the houfe, to prepare for his departure, 
during which I would not fuffer him to be ad- 
‘mitted into my prefence, made his retreat with a 
fine young girl who was my companion ; 3 “antl f 

have never feen him fince that time. 
Sir T— ftill continued furious, and auld not 
take a denial, except from my. owm mouth 3 up- 
on which, with the approbation of lord Be, [ 
indulged him with an interview. He entered 
the apartment with a ftern-coyntenance, and told 
me I had us’d him ill. I pleaded guilty: té the 
charge, and begg’d his pardon‘accorditigly.” I 
attempted to realon the eafe with: him, but He 
| would. 
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would hear no arguments except: his own, and 
even tried to intimidate me with threats ; which 
provoked me: to fuch a degree, that I defied his 
vengeance, telling him that I feared nothing but 
the reproach of my own confcience ; that tho’ I 
had ‘acted 4 fimple part, he durft: not’ fay’ there 
was ‘any. thing criminal in my conduct; and 
that, from his prefent frantic and unjuft beha- 
viour, I thought myfelf happy in having efcaped 
him. He fwore I was the moft inflexible. of all 
creatures, afked if nothing would move me? 
and .when I anfwered, ‘* Nothing,” took his 
leave, and never afterwards perfecuted me with 
his addrefles; tho’ I have heard he was vain and 
falfe enough to boaft of favours, which, upon my 
honour, he never received, as he himfelf; atone 
time, owned to doctor Cantwell at Paris, 

‘While he underwent all this frenzy and di- 
ftraction upon my account, he -was loved 
with the fame violence of paffion by a certain 
Scotch lady of quality, who, when he followed 
me, to France, purfued him thither with the 
fame eagernefs and expedition ; and, far from 
being jealous of me asa rival, us'd to come to 
my. houfe, implore my good offices with the ob- 
ject:of her.love, and laying herfelf on the floor at 
‘full length, -befare: the fire; weep and cry like a 
perfon bereft of -her fenfes. ~She bitterly ‘com- 
plained, that be had never obliged her but once ; 
and bege’d,; with the moft earneft fupplications, 
that I would give her'an opportunity of feeing 
him. at my fe; But I thooght proper to 
ayoid, her company, as foon as 1 perceived: her 
intention;,..-2 foo es ee ar — 
: We continued at’Paris-for fome time, during 
which. I .eqntracted ant acquairitance ee 
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fitter of madam la T—. She was the fuppofed 
miftrefs of the prince of C—, endowed with a 
great fhare of underftanding, and loved pleafure 
to excefs, tho’ fhe maintained her reputation on 
a refpeCiable footing, by living with her hufband 
and mother. ‘This lady, perceiving that I had 
infpired her lover with a paffion, which gave me 
uneafinefs on her account, actually oraduifed all 
her eloquence and art, in perfuading me to liften 
to his love; for it was a maxim witb her, to 
pleafe him at any rate. I was fhocked at her 
indelicate complaifance, and rejected the propo- 
fal, as repugnant to my prefent engagement, 
which I held as facred as any nuptial tie, and 
much more binding than a forced or unnatural 
marriage. 

Upon our return to England we lived in great 
harmony and peace ; and nothing was wanting to 
my happinefs, but the one thing to me moft meed- 
ful; I mean the inchanting tendernefs and de- 
lightfu) enthufiafm of love. Lord B—’s heart (I 
believe) felt the foft impreffions; and, for m 
own part, I loved him with the moft faithful af- 
fection. It is not.enough to fay I wifhed him 
well; I had the moft delicate, the moft genuine 
efteem for his virtue, I had an intimate regard and 
anxiety for his intereft, and felt for him asif he 
‘had been my own fon: but ftill there was 3 va- 
cancy in my heart; there was not that fervour, 
that tranfport, that eoftafy of paffien which I had 
‘formerly known ; my bofom was not filled with . 
‘the lictle deity; I could mot help recalling to. my 
remembrance the fond, the ravifhing moments I 
had paffed with S— ; and had I underftood the 
conditions of life, thofe pleafures were happily 
exchanged for my prefent fituation, becaule, Af 

I 
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‘I was now deprived of thofe rapturous enjoy- 
“ments, I was alfo exempted from the cares and 
anxiety that attended them; but I was generally 
éxtravagant in my notions of happirfefs, and 
_therefore coriftrued my prefent tranquillity into 
an infipid fanguor and ftagnation of life. — 
© While 1 remained in this inadtivity'\of fenti- 
ment, lord ——— having received a very confi- 
derable addition to his fortune, fent a meflage to 
me, promifing, that if I would leave lord B—, 
he would make me a prefent of an houfe and 
furniture, where I fhould tive at my eafe, with- 
out being expofed to his vifits, except when I 
‘fhould be difpofed to receive them. This pro- 
‘pofal he nade, in confequence of what I had 
always declared, namely, that if he had not re- 
duced me to the neceffity of putting myfelf uncer 
the protection of fome perfon or other, by de- - 
priving tne of any other means of fubfiftence, I 
fhould never have given the world the seaft caufe 
to fcandalize my reputation ; and that I would 
‘withdraw myfelf from my prefent dependance, 
as foon as he fhould enable me to live by myfelf. 
- I was therefore refolved to be as good as my 
“word, and accepted his offer, on condition that 
I fheuld be wholly at my own difpofal, and that 
the fhould never enter my door but as a vifitant 
Orcommon friend. | -— 

Thefe articles being fanétioned by ‘his word 
and honour (the value of which I did not then 
‘know) an‘houfe was furnifhed according to my 
direCtions; and I fignified my intention to lord 
‘B—, who confented to my removal, with this 
‘provifo, ‘that I fhould continue to fee him. 1 
wrote alfo to his relation Mr. B—, who, in his 


anfwer, obferved, ‘that it was too late to advife 
q when 


* 
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when I was actually determined. All .my,friend 

and acquaintance approved of the fcheme, tho’ it 
was one of the moft unjuftifiable an I had ever 
taken, being a real act of ingratitude to my be- 
nefactor; which I foon did, and always fhall re- 
gret and condemn. . So little is the. world quali- 
fied to,judge of privateaffairs! . |, 

_ When the time of our parting drew near, lord 
-B— became gloomy and difcontented, and even 
intreated me to poftpone my refolution; but I 
told him, that now every thing.was prepared for 
my reception, I could not retra& without. in- 
curring the imputation of folly and extravagance. 
On the very day of my departure .Mr. B— en- 
deavoured, with all the arguments he could fug- 
geft, to difluade me from my purpofe; and I 
_made ufe of the fame anfwer which had fatisfied 
his friend. Finding me determined upon re- 
moving, he burft out into a flood of tears, ex- 
claiming, ‘* By G—d, if lord B can bear 
S* it, Ecan’t.”” I was thunderftruck at this ex- 
preflion; for tho’ I had been told that Mr.. B— 
was in love with me, I gave no credit to the re- 
port, becaufe he had never declared his paffion, 
and this was the firft hint of it that ever efcaped 
-him in my hearing. I was therefore fo much 
amazed at the circumftance of this abrupt expla- 
nation, that I could make no anfwer ; but hav- 
ing taken my leave, went away, ruminating on 
the unforefeen event. 

Lord B— (as I was informed) fpoke nota 
word that whole night, and took my leaving him 
fo much to heart, that two years elapfed before 
he got the better of his grief. This intelligence 
I afterwards received from his own mouth, and 
afked his forgivenefs for my unkind retreat, tho’ 
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I fhall never be able to obtain my own. As for 
Mr. B—, he was overwhelmed with forrow, and 
made fuch efforts to fupprefs his concern, as had 
well nigh coft him his life. Dr. S— was called 
to him in the middle ef the night, and found him 
almoft fuffocated. He foon gueffed the caufe, 
when he underftood that I had left the houfe: 
fo that I myfelf was the only perfon concerned 
whe was utterly ignorant of ‘his affeCtion ; for I 
folemnly declare he never gave me the leaft rea- 
fon to fufpe&t it while I lived with his relation, 

becaufé he had too much honour to entertain a 

thought of fupplanting his friend, and too good 

an opinion of mte to believe he fhould have fuc- 

ceeded in the attempt. Tho’ my love for lord B— 

was not fo tender and interefting as the paffion I 

had felt for S » my fidelity was inviolable, 

and I never harboured the moft diftant thought 

of any other perfon, till after I had refolved to: 
leave him, when (I own) [afforded fome {mall 

encouragement to the addrefles of a new admirer, 

by telling him, that I fhould, in a little time, be 

my own miftrefs, tho’ I was not now at my own 

difpofal. 

I enjoyed my new houfe as a little paradife: 
it was accommodated with all forts of conve- 
niefices ; every thing was new, and therefore 
pleafing, and the whole abfolutely at my com- 
mand. Ihad the company of a relation, a ve 
good woman, with whom I lived in the na 
amicable manner ; was vifited by the beft people — 
in town (I mean thofe of the male fex, the la-: 
dies having long ago forfaken me ;) I frequented 
ail reputable places of publick entertainment, and 
had aconcert at home once a week: fo that my | 


days rolled on in happinefs and quiet, till all my 
fweets 
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{weets were imbittered by the vexatious behaviour | 
of my hufband, who began to importune me. 
again to live with him; and hy the increafing. 
anxiety of lord B—, who (tha’ I ftill admitted. 
his vifits) plainly perceived that L wanted to, re- 
linguith his cerrefpondence. ,’This . difcovery... 
raifed fuch tempefts of jealoufy.and defpair with- - 
in his breaft, that he kept me. in continual. 
alarms: ke fent meflages to.me every hour, fign-., 
ed his letters with his own blood, raved like a- 
man in an gcftafy of madnefs, railed. at my. ine - 
gratitude, and praifed my conduét, by turns ;. 
offered to facrifice every thing for my love; to. 
leave the kingdona forthwith, and live with me . 
for ever in any partof the world where [ fhhould 
choofe to refide. : 
Thefe were generous and tempting propofals ;_ 
but I was befet with counfellors who were not to-. 
tally difinterefted, and who difluaded me frana 
embracing the profters of my lover, on,pretence , 
that lord would be highly injured by my 
compliance. I liftened to thetr advice, and har-. 
dened my heart againft lord B—’s forraw and fo-i 
licitations. My behaviour on this occafion is al-. 
together unaccountable ; this was the only time 
that ever I was a flave toadmonition. The con-. 
dition of lord B— would have melted any heart. 
but mine, and yet mine was one of the moft fen- 
fible : he employed his coufin as an advocate with. 
me, till that gentleman actually refufed the office, 
telling him candidly, that his own inclinations 
were too much engaged, to permit him to per- 
form the tafk wich fidelity and truth. He ac-. 
cordingly refolved to avoid my prefer.ce, until. my . 
lord and I fhould come to fome final determina- . 
tion, which was greatly retarded by the perfeve- . 
_rance 
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rance of his lordfhip, who would not refign his 
hopes even when I pretended that another man 
had engaged my heart, but faid, that in time my 
affe@ion might return. | 

Our correfpondence, however, gradually. wore 
off ; upon which Mr. B— renewed his vifits, and 
many agreeable and happy hours we pafled toge- 
ther, Not that he, or any other perfon whom [ 
now faw, fucceeded to the privilege of a fortu- 
nate lover: I knew he loved me to madnefs ; but 
I would not gratify his paffion any other way than. 
by the moft profound efteem and veneration for 
his virtues, which were altogether amiable and 
fublime ; and [ would here draw his character 
minutely, but it wou’d take up too much time to. 
fet forth his merits ; the only man living of my 
acquaintance who refembles himislord f—, of 
whom I fhalf fpeak in the fequel. 

About this time, I underwent a very inter- 
efting change in the fituation of my heart. T had 
fent ameffage to my old lover S——, defiring he 
would allow my sicture, which was in his poflef- 
fion, to be copied; and he now tranfmitted it to 
me by my lawyer, whom he directed to afk, if I 
intended to be at the next mafquerade. This. 
curiofity had a ftrange effe€t upon my fpirits ; 
my heart fluttered at the queftion, and my imagi-. 
nation glowed with a thoufand fond prefages. I 
an{wered in the affirmative, and we met by acci- 
dent atthe bal]. I could not behold him without. 
* emotion ; when he accofted me, his well-known 
voice made my heart vibrate, like a mufical chord, 
when its unifon is ftruck. All the ideas of our. 
paft love, which the lapfe of time and abfence 
had enfeebled and lulled afleep, now awoke, and. 


were reinfpired by his appearance; fo that eS 
artfu 
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artful excufes were eafily admitted: I forgave 
him all that I had fuffered on his account, becaufe 
he was the natural lord of my affe€tion 5; and our 
former correfpondence was renewed. 

_ IT thought myfelf in a new world of blifs, in 
confequence of this reconciliation, the raptures 
of which continued unimpaired for the fpace of 
four months, during which time he was fonder of 
me, if poffible, than before, repeated his promife of 
marriage, if we fhould ever haveit in Our power; 
affured me he had never been happy fince he left 
me; that he believed no woman had ever loved 
like me: and indeed, to have.a notion of my 

affion for that man, you muft firft have loved as 

did: but, through a ftrange caprice, I broke 
off the correfpondence, out of apprehenfion that 
he would forfake me again. From his paft con- 
du&t, I dreaded what might happen ; and the re- 
membrance of what I had undergone by his in- 
conftancy, filled my imagination with fuch hor- 
ror, that I could not endure the fhocking profpet, 
and prematurely plunged myfelf into the danger, 
rather than endure the terrors of expectation. In 
confequence of this defertion, I received a letter 
from him, acknowledging that he was rightly ferv- 

ed, but that it gave him inexpreflible concern. 
Mean while, lord continued to aét in 
the charaGter of a fiend, tormenting me with 
his naufeous importunities: he prevailed upon 
the duke of L—— to employ his influence in 
perfuading me to live with him; affuring his 
grace, that I had adtually promifed to give him 
that proof of my obedience, and that { would 
come home the fooner for being prefied to com- 
pliance by a perfon of his rank and charater. 
Induced by thefe reprefentations, the duke ho- 
noured 
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noured me with a vifit; and in the courfe of his 
exhortations I underftood how he had been thus 
mifinformed': upon which I fent for lord ——, 
and in his prefence convicted him of the falfhood, 


‘by’ communicating to his grace the articles of our 


‘aft agreement, which he did not think proper to 
‘deny ; and the duke being undeceived, declared 
‘that he would not have given me the trouble of 


vindicating myfelf, had he not been mifled by 
‘the infincerity of my lord. 


Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H— 
“W—, and afterwards my own father, in the fame 
‘atk’; and tho’ I ftill adhered to my firft refolu- 
“tion, perfifted with fuch obftinacy in his endca- 
vours to make me unhappy, that] determi.vd to 
leave the kingdom; and accordingly, after I 
had {pent the evening with him at Ranelagh, I 
went away about two o’clock in the morning, 
leaving my companion, with directions to re- 
ftore to my lord his houfe, furniture, plate, and 
every thing he had given me fince our laft ac- 
commodation ; fo far was I, upon this occafion, 
or at any other time of a from embezzling 
any part of his fortune. y friend followed my 
inftru€tions moft punQually ; and his lordfhip 
knows, and will acknowledge, the truth of this 
affertion. _ | 

Thus have I explained the true caufe of my 
firft expedition to Flanders, whither the world 
was good-natured enough to fay I followed Mr. 
B—— and the whole army, which happened to 
befent abroad that fummer. Before my departure 
I likewife tranfmitted to lord B— the drefling- 
plate, china, and a very confiderable fettlemenr, 
of which he had been generous enough to make 
me a preferit. This was an inftance of my in- 

Vou. Ill. I tegrity, 
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tegrity, which I thought due to a man who had 
laid me under great obligations ; and tho’ I have 
lived to be refufed a {mall fum both by him and 
S—, Ido not repent of my difinterefted beha- 
viour 3 and all the revenge I harbour againft the 
laft of thefe lovers, is the defire of having it in 
my power to do him good. 

I now found myfelf adrift in the world again, 
and very richly deferved the hardthips of my con- 
dition, for my indifcretion in leaving lord B—, 
and in trufting to the word of lord ——, with- 
out fome farther fecurity ; but I have dearly paid 
for my imprudence. The more I faw into the 
chatacter of this man whom deftiny hath ap- 
poirsed my fcourge, the more was I determined 
to avoid his fellowfhip and communication ; for 
he and [ are, in point of difpofition, as oppofite 
as any two principles in nature. In the firft place, 
he is one of the moft unfocial beings that ever 
_exifted ; when I was pleafed and happy he was 
always out of temper, but if he could find means 
to overcaft and cloud my mirth, tho’ never fo 

‘innocent, he then difcovered the figns of un- 
common {fatisfattion and content, becaufe, by 
this difagreeable temper, he banifhed all com- 
pany from his houfe. He is extremely weak of 
underftanding, tho’ he poflefles a good fhare of 
law cunning, which has -fo egregioufly impofed 
upon fome people, that they have actually be- 
lieved him a good-natured eafy creature, and 
blamed me becaufe I did not manage him to bet- 
ter purpofe ; but, upon further acquaintance, 
they have always found him obftinate as a mule, 
_and capricious as amonkey. Not that he is ut- 
terly void of all commendable qualities: he is 
punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in 
good 
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good humour, and would be well bred, were he 
not fubject to fits of abfence, during which he is 
altogether unconverfable ; but he is proud, natu- 
rally fufpicious, jealous, equally with and with- 
out caufe, never made a friend, and is an utter 
ftranger to the joys of intimacy; in fhort, he 
hangs like a damp upon fociety, and may be pro- 
perly called Kzl/-joy, an epithet which he has 
juftly acquired. He honours me with conftant 
profeffions of love, but his conduct is fo oppofite 
to my fentiments of that paffion, as to have been 
the prime fource of all my misfortunes and af- 
fiition ; and I have often wifhed myfelf the 
objet of his hate, in hopes of profiting by- a 
change in his behaviour. 

_ Indeed, he has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than, I believe, he is in his own mind ; 
for he is literally a felf-tormentor, who never 
-enjoyed one gleam of fatisfaction, except at the 
expence of another’s quiet ; and yet with this (I 
had almoft called it diabolical) -quality, he ex- 
pects that I fhould cherifh him with all the ten- 
dernefs of affection; and after he has been at 
pains to incur my averfion, punifhes my difguft, 
by contriving fchemes to mortify and perplex 
me, which have often fucceeded fo effectually, 
as to endanger my life and conftitution; for I 
have been fretted and frighted into fundry fits of 


-illnefs, and then I own I have experienced his 


.Care and concern. 

Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, 
-he is fo unfteady in his ceconomy, that he is al- 
.ways.new modelling his affairs, and exhaufting 

his fortune, by laying out ten pounds, in order to 

fave a fhilling ; he inquires into the character of a 

fervant after he has lived two years in his family, 
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and is fo ridiculoufly ftocked with vanity and felf- 
conceit, that notwithftanding my aflurance be- 
fore, and the whole feries of my conduct fince 
our marriage, which ought to have convinced 
him of my diflike, he is ftill perfuaded, that at 
bottom, | muft admire and be enamoured of his 
agreeable perfon and accomplifhments, and that 
1 would not fail to manifeft my love, were I not 
{pirited up againft him by his own relations. 
Perhaps it might be their intereft to foment the 
mifunderftanding betwixt us; but really, they 
give themfelves no trouble about our affairs ; 
and, fo far as I know them, are a very good 
- fort of people.. On the whole, I think I may 
with juftice pronounce my precious yoke-fellow a 
trifling, teazing, infufferab‘e, inconfiftent creature. 

With the little money which rémained of what 
1 had received from his lordfhip, for houfekeep- 
ing, I tranfported myfelf to Flanders, and ar- 
rived in Ghent, a few days after our troops were 
quartered in that city, which was fo much 
crowded with thefe new vifitants, that I fheuld 
have found it impracticable to procure a lodging, 
had I not been accommodated by lord R—~ B—, 
the duke of A ’s youngelt brother, who ‘very 
politely gave me up his own. Here I faw my 
friend Mr. B » who was overjoyed at my 
‘arrival, ‘though jealous of every man of his ‘ac- 
quaintance ; for he loved me with all the ardour 
of paffion, and I regarded him with-all the per- 
fc€tion of friendfhip, which, had he lived, in time 
might have produced love; butit never did. Not- 
withitanding his earneft folicitations to the con- 
trary, I ftayed but a week in Ghent, from whence 
} procceded to Bruffels, and fixed my abode in 
the Hotel de Flandre, among an agreeable fet of 

gen- 
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gentlemen and: ladies, with whom I fpent my 
time very chearfully. There being a fort of 
court in this city, it was frequented by all the 
officers, who could obtain permiffion to go thi- 
ther; and the place in general was gay and agree- 
able. I was introduced to the beft families, and 
very happy in my acquaintance; for the ladies 
were polite, good tempered, and obliging, and 
treated me with the utmoft hofpitality and re- 
{peét. Among others, I contracted a friendfhip 
with Madam la comteffe de C——, and her 
two daughters, who were very amiable young la- 
dies ; and became intimate with the princefs 
C—— and countefs W » lady of the bed- 
chamber to the queen of Hungary, and a great 
favourite of the governor Monfieur D’H ‘ 
in whofe houfe the lived with his wife, who was 
alfo a lady of a very engaging dypofition. 

Soon after F had fixed my habitation in Bruf_ 
fels, the company at our Hotel was increafed Ly 
three officers, who profefled themfelves my ad- 
mirers, and came from Ghent, with a view of 


foliciting my love. This triumvirate confifted 


of the Scotch earl of ——, lord R— M—, and 
another young officer: the firft was a man of a 
very genteel figure and amorous complexion, 
danced well, and had a great deal of good hu- 


_ mour, with a mixture of vanity and felf-conceit. 


The fecond had a good face, though a clumfy 
petfon, and a very {weet difpofition, very much 
adapted for the fentimental paffion of love: and 
the third (Mr. W—— by name) was tall, thin, 
and well-bred, with a great ftock of good na- 
ture and vivacity. Thefe adventurers began their 
addrefles in general acts of gallantry, that com- 
prehended feveral of my female friends, with 
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whom we ufed to engage in parties of pleafuse, 
both in the city and the environs, which are ex- 
tremely agreeable ; and when they thought they 
had taken the preliminary fteps of fecuring them- 
felves in my good opinion and efteem, they 
agreed to go on without farther delay, and that 
Jord —-— fhould make the firft attack upon my 
heart. 
. He accordingly laid fiege to me, with fuch 
warmth and affiduity, that I believe he deceived 
himfelf, and began to think he was aétually in 
Jove ; though at bottom, he felt no impulfe that 
deferved the facred name. ‘Though I difcou- 
raged him in the beginning, he perfecuted me 
with his addreffes ; he always fat by me at din- 
ner, and imparted a thoufand trifles in continual 
whifpers, which attra€ted the notice of the com- 
pany fo much, that I began to fear his behaviour 
would give rife to fome report to my prejudice ; 
and therefore avoided him with the utmoft cau-_ 
tion. Notwithftanding all my care, however, 
he found means one night, while my maid, who 
Jay in my room, went down ftairs, to get into 
my chamber after I was abed: upon which, I 
ftarted up, and told him, that if he fhould ap- 
proach me, I would alarm the houfe ; for I never 
wanted courage and refolution. Perceiving my 
difpleafure, he kneeled by the bed-fide, begg’d I . 
would have pity on his fufferings, and fwore I 
fhould have carte blanche to the utmoft extent af 
his fortune. To thefe propofals I made no other 
reply, but that of protefting I would never fpeak 
to him again, if he did not quit my apartment 
that moment; upon which, he thought proper 
to withdraw ; and I never afterwards gave him 
an opportunity of fpeaking to me on the fame 
fub- 
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fubje&t: fo that, in a few weeks, he feparated 
himfelf from our fociety; though the ladies of 
Bruffels confidered him as my lover, becaufe, of 
all the other officers, he was their greateft fa- 
vourite. 

His lordfhip being thus repulfed, Mr. W—— 
took the field, and affailed my heart in a very 
different manner. He faid, he knew not how 
to make love, but was a man of honour, would 
keep the fecret, and fo forth. ‘To this cavalier 
addrefs I anfwered, that I was not angry, as I 
otherwife fhould have been at his blunt declara- 
tion, becaufe I found, by his own confeffion, he 
did not know what was due to the fex ; and my 
unhappy fituation in fome fhape excufed him for 
a liberty, which he would not have dream’d of 
taking, had not my misfortunes encouraged his 
prefumption. But I would deal with him in - 
his own way ; and fas from affuming the prude, 
frankly affured him, that he was not at all to my 
tafte, hoping he would confider my diflike as a 
fufficient reafon to reject his love. 

Lord R—— began to feel the fymptoms of a 
genuine pafliom, which he carefully cherifhed in 
filence, being naturally diffident and bafhful ; 
but, by the very means he ufed to conceal it from 
my obfervation, I plainly difcerned the fituation 
of his heart, and was not at all difpleafed at the 
progrefs I had made in his inclinations. Mean 
while, he cultivated my acquaintance with great 
affiduity and refpect, attended me in all my ex-_ 
curfions, and particularly in an expedition to 
Antwerp, with two other gentlemen, where, in 
downright gazeté de cur, we fat for our pic- 
tures, which were drawn in one piece ;- one of the 

partie being aa the drefs of an huffars 
: an 
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and another in that of a running footman. This 
incident I mention, becaufe the performance, 
which is now in my pofleffion, gave birth to a 
thoufand groundlefs reports, that circulated in 
England at our expence. | 

It was immediately after this jaunt, that lord 
R began to difclofe his pafon; though he, 
at the fame time, ftarted fuch objections as 
feemed well nigh to extinguifh his hopes, la- 
menting, that even if he fhould have the hap- 
pinefs to engage my affections, his fortune was 
too inconfiderable to fupport us againft the efforts 
of lord ——, fhould he attempt to interrupt our 
fclicity; and that he himfelf was obliged to fol- 
low the motions of the army. In fhort, he 
feemed to confider my felicity more than his 
own, and behaved with fuch delicacy, as gra= 
dually made an impreffion on my heart; fo 
that when we parted, we agreed to renew our 
correfpondence in England. 

In the midft of thefe agreeable amufements, 
which I enjoyed in almoft all the different towns 
of Flanders, [happened to be at Ghent one day, 
fitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their Hotels, when a poft-chaife ftopped at the 
gate ; upon which we went to the windows ta 
fatisfy our curiolity, when who fhould ftep out 
of the convenience, but my little infignificant 
lord. I no fooner announced him to the company, 
than all the gentlemen afked whether they fhould 
flay and prote&t me, or withdraw ; and when I 
ailured them, that-their protection was not ne- 
ceflary, one and all of them retired; though lord 
R—— M went no farther than the par- 
Jour below, being determined to fcreen me 
againft all violence and compulfion. I piles 
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meflage to my lord, defiring him to walk up into 
my apartment ; but although his fole errand was 
to fee and carry me off, he would not venture to 
accept of my invitation, till he had demanded me 
in form, from the governor of the place. 

That gentleman being altogether a ftranger to 
his perfon and character, referred him to the 
commanding officer of the Englifh troops, who 
was a man of humour, and upon his lordfhip’s 
application, pretended to doubt his identity ; ot- 
ferving, that he had always heard lord re- 
prefented as a jolly corpulent man. He gave 
him to underftand, however, that even granting, 
him to be the perfon, I was by no means fubject 
to military law, unlefs he could prove, that I had 
ever inlifted in his majefty’s fervice. 

Thus difappointed in his endeavours, he re- 
turned to the inn, and, with much perfuafion, 
trufted himfelf in my dining-room, after having 
{tationed his attendant at the door, in cafe of ac- 
cidents. When I afked, what had procured me 
the honour of this vifit; he told me, his bufinefs 
and intention were to carry me home 3 and this 
declaration produced a conference, in which I 
argued.the cafe with him; and matters were ac-. 
commodated for the prefent, by my promifing to’ 
be in England fome time in September, on cor~ 
dition that he would permit me to live by mve 
felf, as before, and immediately order the arre«rs- 
of my pin-money to be paid. He affented to 
every thing I propofed, returned in peace to his 
own country, and thedeficiencies of my allow- 
ance were made good; while I returned to Bruf- 
fels, where | ftaved until my departure for Eng- 
land, which I regulated in fuch.a manger as was: 
confiftent with my engagement . 
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I took lodgings in Pall-mall, and fending for 
amy lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and 
_ put him in mind of his promife; when, to my 
', utter aftonifhment and confufion, he owned, that 
_ his promife was no more than a decoy to bring 
_.me over, and.that I muft lay my account with 
. living in his houfe, like a dutiful and obedient 
- wife. I heard him with the indignation fuch 
. treatment deferved, upbraided him with his per- 
.-fidious dealing, which I told him would have de- 
, termined me againft cohabitation with him, had 
. [not been already refolyed: and being deftitute 
..0f all refource, repaired to Bath, where I after- 
, wards. met with Mr. D—— and Mr. R ; 
_, two gentlemen who had been my fellow-paffen- 
gers in the yacht from Flanders, and treated me 
-. with great friendfhip and politenefs, without ei- 
ther talking or thinking of love. 
... With thefe gentlemen, who were as idle as 
. mylelf, I went to the jubilee at Prefton, which 
_ was no other than a great number of people af- 
fembled in a {mall town extremely ill accommo- 
_ dated, to partake of diverfions that were bad 
imitations of plays, concerts, and mafquerades. 
If the world fhould place to the account of my 
_indifcretion, my travelling in this manner, with 
-. gentlemen to whom I had no particular attach- 
ment ; let it alfo be confidered, as an alleviation, 
that I always lived in terror of my lord, and con- 
fequently was often obliged to fhift my quarters.; 
fo that my finances being extremely flender, I 
ftood the more in need of affiftance and protec- 
tion. Iwas, befides, young, inconfiderate, and 
fo limple, as to fuppofe.the figure of an ugly 
man would always fecure me from cenfure on 
his account: neither did I ever dream of any 
2 man’s 
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man’s addreffes, until he made an actual declara- 
tion of his love. 

Upon my return to Bath, I was again har- 
raffled by lord » who came thither accom- 
panied by my father, whom I was very glad to 
fee, though he importuned me to comply with 
my hufband’s defire, and for the future keep 
meafures with the world. ‘This remonftrance 
zbout living with my lord, which he conftantly 
repeated, was the only inftance of his unkindnefs 
which I ever felt. But all his admonitions were 
not of force fufficient to fhake my refolution in 
that particular; though the debate continued fo 
late, that I told his lordfhip, it was high time to 
retire, for I could not accommodate him with a, 
bed. He then gave me to underftand, that he 
would ftay where he was; upon which my fa- 
ther took his leave,’ on pretence of looking out. 
for a lodging to himfelf. 

The little gentleman being now left téte a tétz 
with me, began to difcover fome figns of appre- 
henfion in his looks; but muftering up all his re- 
folution, he went to the door, called up three of 
his fervants, whom he placed ‘as centinels upon 
the ftair, and flung himfelf in my elbow-chair, 
where he refigned himfelf to reft. Intending to 

o to bed, I thought it was but juft and decent 
that I fhould fcreen myfelf from the intrufion of 
his footmen, and with that view bolted the door. 
Lord hearing himfelf locked in, ftarted up 
in the utmoft terror and confternation, kicked 
the door with his heel, and fcreamed aloud, as if 
he had been in the hands of an affaffin. My fa- 
ther, who had not yet quitted the houfe, hearing 
thefe outcries, ran up ftairs again, and coming 


through my bed-chamber, into the dining-room 
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where we were, found me almoft fuffocated with 
laughter, and his heraic fon-in-law ftaring like 
one who had loft his wits, with his hair ftanding 
on end. 

When my father afked the meaning of his 
exclamations, he told him with all the fymptoms 
of difmay, that I had lock’d him in, and he did 
not underftand fuch ufage: but I explained the 
whole myftery, by faying, I had bolted the door, 
becaufe I did not Jike the company of his fer- 
vants, and could not imagine the caufe of his 
pannic, unlefs he thought I defigned to ravifh 
him; an infult, than which nothing was farther 
from my intention. My father himfelf could 
‘e{carce refrain from laughing at his ridiculous fear 5 
but feeing him in great confufion, took pity on 
his condition, and. carried him off to his own 


lodoings, after I had given my word, that I~ 


would not attempt to efcape, but give him au- 
dience next morning. I accordingly kept my 
promife, and found means to perfuade them to 
leave me at my own difcretion. Next day, I 
was rallied upon the {tratagem I had contrived to 
frighten lord ; and a thoufand idle ftories 
were told about this adventure, which happened 

literally as I have related it. : 
From Bath I betook myflf to a fmall houfe 
near Lincoln, which. I hired of the d— of 
A—-—, becaufe a country life fuited beft with 
my income, which was no more than four hun- 
tired pounds a year, and that not well paid. 
I continued fome months in this ret:;.ment; and 
faw no company, except lord R—— M ) 
who lived in the neighbourhood, and vifited me 
twice; till finding myfelf indifpofed, I was ob- 
liged to remove to London, and took lodgings 
4 is 
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in Maddox-ftreet, where my garifon was taken 

by ftorm, by my lord and his fteward, rein- 

forced by Mr. L V——, (who, as my lord 
told me, had a fubfidy of five and twenty pounds, 

before he would take the field) and a couple of 

hardy footmen. This formidable band rufhed 

into my apartment, laid violent hands upon ‘me,- 
dragged me down ftairs, without gloves or a 
cloak, and thrufting me into a coach that ftood 

at the door, conveyed me to my lord’s lodgings 

in Gloucefter-ftreet. 

Upon this occafion, his lordfhip courageoufly 
drew his fword upon my woman, who attempted! 
to defend me from his infults, and, in all proba- 
bility, would have intimidated him from pro-’ 
ceeding ; for he looked pale and aghaft, his knees 
knocked together, and he breathed thick and 
hard, with his noftrils dilated, as if he had feen 
a ghoft. But he was encouraged by his merce- 
nary aflociate, who, for the five and twenty 
pounds, ftood by him in the day of trouble, and 
fpirited him on to this gallant enterprize. 

In confequence of this exploit, I was cooped 
up ina paultry apartment in Glcucefter-ftreet, 
where I was clofe befet by his lordfhip, and his 
worthy fteward Mr. H——, with a fet of fer- 
vants that were the creatures of this fellow, of 
whom lord —— himfelf ftood in awe; fo that 
I could not help thinking myfelf in Newgate, 
among thieves and ruffians: and to fuch a degree 
did my terror prevail, that I aCtually believed I 
was in danger of being poifoned, and would not: 
receive any fuftenance, except from the hands of 
one harmlefs-looking fellow, a foreigner, who 
wes my lord’s valet de chambre. I will not pre- 


tend tofay my fears were juft; but fuch was my 
opinion 
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opinion of H—n, that I never doubted he would 
put me out of the way, if he thought my life in- 
terfered with his intereft. 

On the fecond day of my imprifonment, I was 
vifited by the duke of L——, a friend of my 
lord,who found me fitting upon a trunk, in a poor 
little dining-room filled with lumber, and lighted 
with two bits of tallow-candle, which had been 
left over night. He perceived in my counte- 
nance a mixture of rage, indignation, terror and 
defpair: he compaffionated my fufferings, though 
he could not alleviate my diftrefs, any other way 
than by interceding with my tyrant to mitigate my 
oppreffion. Neverthelefs, I remained eleven days 
in this comfortable fituation: I was watched like 
a criminal all day, and one of the fervants 
walked from one room to another all night, in 
the nature of a patrole ; while my lord, who lay 
in the chamber above me, got out of bed, and 
tripp’d to the window, at the found of every 
coach that chanced to pafs through the ftrcet. 
H——n, who was confummate in the arts ef a 
fycophant, began to court my favour, by con- 
doling my affliction, and affuring me, that the 
only method by which J could regain my liberty, 
was a chearful compliance with the humour of 
my lord. I was fully convinced of the truth of 
this obfervation ; and though my temper is alto- 
gether averfe to diffimulation, attempted to affect 
an air of ferenity and refignation. But this dif- 
guife, I found, would not anfwer my purpofe ; and 
therefore I had recourfe to the affiltance of my 
maid, who wes permitted to attend me in my 
confinement. With her I frequently confulted 
about the means of accomplifhing my efcape; 
and, in confequence of our deliberations, fhe di- 

rected 
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re€ted a coach and fix to be ready at a certain 
part of the town, and to wait for me three days 
in the fame place, in cafe I could not come before 
the expiration of that term. 

This previous meafure being taken according 
- to my inftructions, the next neceflary ftep was to 
elude the vigilance of my guard: and in this 
manner did I effectuate my purpofe. Being, by 
_ this time, indulged in the liberty of going out 
- jn the coach, for the benefit of the air, attended 
- by two footmen, who had orders to watch all my 
-gotions, I made ufe of this privilege one fore- 
. noon, when lord —=— expected fome company 
to dinner, and bad the coachman drive to the 
- jodgings of a man who wrote with his mouth, 
intending to give my fpies the flip, on pretence 
of feeing this curiofity : but they were too alest 
in their duty to be thus outwitted, and followed 
me up ftairs into the very apartment. ; 

_ Difappointed in this hope, I revolved another 
{cheme, which was attended with fuccefs: I 
bought fome olives at an oil-fhop ; and telling the 
fervants I would proceed to St. James’s gate, and 
-take a turn in the park, broke one of the-bottles 
by the way, complained of the misfortune when 
I was fet down, and defired that my coach might 
be cleaned before my return. While my atten- 
dants were employed in this office, I tripp’d 
acrofs the parade to the horfe-guards, and chanced 
to meet with an acquaintance in the park, who 
faid, he faw by my countenance, that I was up- 
on fome expedition. I owned his fuppofition was 
juft; but, as I had not time.to relate particulars, 
I quickened my pace, and took poffeffion of a 
hackney-coach, in which I proceeded to the ve- 


hicle which I had appointed to be in a See 
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While I thus compaffed my efcape, there was 
nothing but perplexity and confufion at home ; 
dinner was delayed till fix o’clock ; my lord ran 
half over the town in queft of his equipage, 
which at laft returned, with an account of my 
elopement. My maid was brought to the que- 
ftion, and grievoufly threatened; but (like all 
the women I ever had) remained unfhaken in her 
fidelity. In the mean time, I travelled night and 
day towards my retrcat in Lincolnfhire, of which 
his lordfhip had not, as yet, got the leaft intelli- 
gence ; and as my coachman was but an unex- 
perienced driver, I was obliged to make ufe of 
my own {kill in that exercife, and direct his en- 
deavours the whole way, without venturing to 
go to bed, or take the leaft repofe, until I reached 
my own habitation, where I lived in peace and 
tranquillity for the fpace of fix weeks, when I 
was alarmed by one of my lord’s myrmidons, 
who came into the neighbourhood, bluftering 


and fwearing, that he would carry me off, e¢i- © 


ther dead or alive. 

It is not to be fuppofed that I was perfectly 
eafy, when I was made acquainted with his pur- 
pofe and declaration, as my v hole family con- 
fitted of no more thana couple of women and one 
footman. However, I fummoned up my cou- 
rage, which had becn often tried, and never for- 
fook me in the day of danger; and fent him 
word, that if ever he {hould prefume to approach 
my houfe, I would order him to be fhot, without 
ceremony. ‘The fellow did not choofe.to put me 
to the trial, and returned to town without ‘his 

errand. But as the place of mv abode wus now 
difcovered, I laid my account with having a vifit 
from his employer: I therefore planted {pies aon 
e 
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the read, with a promife of reward to him who 
{hould bring me the firft intelligence of | his 
lordthip’s approach. 

Accordingly, I was one morning apprized of 

his coming; and mounting horfe immediately, 
with my woman and valet, away we rode, in 
defiance of winter, and in two days got through 
the wilds of Lincolnfhire and hundreds of Effex, 
crofied the river at “Tilbury , breakfafted at Chat - 
ham, by the help of a guide and moon-light, ar- 
rived at Dover the fame evening, and embarked 
for Calais, in which place I found myfelf next day 
at two o’clock in the afternoon ; and being hear- 
tily tired with my journey, betook myfelf to 
reft, My maid, who was not able to travel with 
fuch expedition, followed me at an eafier pace; 
and the footman was fo aftonifhed at. my perfe- 
verance, that be could not help afking upon the 
road, if ever I was weary in.my life. Certain it 
is, my fpirits and refolution have enabled me to 
undergo fatigues that are almoft incredible. From 
Calais I went to Bruffels, where I again fet up 
-my reft in private lodgings; was again per- 
fectly well received by the fafhionable people of 
that place; and,. by the intereft of my friends, 
obtained the queen of Hungary's protection againft 
the perfecution of my hufband, while I fhould re- 
fide in the Auftrian Netherlands. 

_ Thus fecured, I lived uncenfured, converfing 
with the Englifh company, with which this city 
was crouded, but fpent the moft agreeable part 
of my time with the countefs of Calemberg, in 
whofe houfe I generally dined and fupped; and I 

_alfo contraéted an intimacy with the princefs of 

Chemay, who was a great favourite with Madam 

D’Harrach, the governos’s lady. . 
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I had not been long in this happy fituation, 
when I was difturbed by the arrival of lord ——, 
who demanded me of the governor; but finding 
me fheltered from his power, he fet out for Vi- 
enna ; and, in confequence of his reprefentations, 
ftrengthened with the duke of N—’s name, my 
protection was withdrawn. But, before this ap- 
plication, he had gone to the camp, and addrefled 
himfelf to my lord Stair, who was my partt- 
cular friend, and ally by my firft marriage, de- 
firing he would compel me to return to his houfe. 
His lordfhip told him, that I was in no fhape fub-. 
ject to his command ; but invited him to dinner, 
with a view of diverting himfelf and company, at 
the expence of his gueft. In the evening, he 
was plied with fo many bumpers to my health, 
that he became intoxicated, and extremely ob- 
ftreperous, infifted upon feeing lord Stair, after 
he was retired to reft, and quarrelled with lord 
D » who being a tall, large, raw- boned 
Scotchman, could have fwallowed him at one 
mouthful ; but he thought he might venture to 
challenge him, in hopes of being put under ar- 
reft by the general: though he reckoned without 
his hoft; lord Stair. knew his difpofition, and, 
in order to punifh his prefumption, winked at the 
affair. The challenger, finding himfelf miftaken 
in his conjecture, got up early in the morning, 
and went off poft for Vienna: and lord Stair de- 
fired a certain man of quality to make mea vilit, 
and give me an account of his behaviour. 

Being now deprived of my protection and p'n- 
money, which my generous hufband would nolong- 
er pay, I was reduced togreat difficulty and diftrefs. 
The duchefs D’Aremberg, lordG » and many 
other perfons of diftin€tion, interceded in my be- 

half 
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half with his majefty, who was then abroad ; 
but he refufed to interpofe between man and 
wife. The countefs of Calemberg wrote a letter to 
my father, in which fhe reprefented my uncom- 
fortable fituation, and undertook to anfwer for 
my conduct, in cafe he would allow me a fmall 
annuity, on which I could live independant of 
lord ——, who, by all accounts, was a wretch 
with whom I could mever enjoy the leaft happi- 
nefs or quiet ; otherwife, fhe would be the firft to 
advife me to an accommodation. She gave him 
to underftand, that her character was neither 
doubtful nor obfcure; and that if my condué 
there had not been irreproachable, fhe fhould not 
have taken me under her protection: that as I 
propofed to board in a convent, a:fmall fum 
would anfwer my occafions; but, if that fhould 
be denied, I would actually go to fervice, or take 
fome other defperate ftep, to avoid the man who 
was my bane and averfion. | 
To this kind remonftrance' my father anfwer- 
ed, that his fortune would not allow him to affift 
me; he had now a young family; and that I 
ought, at all events, to return to my hufband. 
By this time, fuch was the extremity of my cir- 
cumftances, that I was forced to pawn my 
- cloaths, and every trifling trinket in my poffef- 
fion, and even to defcend fo far as to follicit Mr. 
S—— for a loan of fifty pounds, which he refufed. 
Thus was I deferted, in my diftrefs, by two 
perfons, to whom, in the feafon of my affluence, 
my purfe had been always open.” Nothing fo 
effectually fubdues a fpirit unufed to fupplicate, as 
want : repulfed in this manner, I had recourfe to 


lord B—,who was alfo (it feems) unable to relieve 
my 
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my neceffities, This mortiftcation I deferved-.ag 
his hands, tho’ he had once put it in my power 
to be above all fuch paultry demands; and I 
fhould not have been compelled to the difagree~ 
able tafk ef troubling my friends, had not I vo- 
luntarily refigned what he formerly gave me. 
As to the other gentleman to whom I addreffed 
myfelf, on this occafion, I think he might have 
fhewn more regard to my application, not only 
for the reafons already mentioned, but becaufe 
he knew me too well to be ignorant of what I 
muft have fuffered, in condefcending to make 
fuch a requeft, 

Several officers, who guefs’d my adverfity, 
generoully offered to f{upply me with money ; but 
I could not bring myfelf to make wfe of their 
friendthip, or even to own my diftrefs, except 
to one perfon, of whom I borrowed. a fmall fum, 
To crown my misfortunes, I was taken very 
il, at atime when there. was no other way of 
avoiding the clutches of my perfecutor, byt bya 
precipitate flight. Ip this emergency, I applied 
to a worthy gentleman of Bruflels, a very good 
friend of mine, but no lover. I fay no lever, 
becaufe every man is fuppofed to a@t in that capa- 
city who befriends a young woman in diftreis. 
This generous Fleming fet out with me, in the 
night, from Bruffels, and conducted me to the 
frontiers of France. Being very much indifpofd 
both in mind and body when I was obliged to 
undertake this expedition, I fhould, in a!l proba- 
bility, have funk under the fatigue of travelling, 
had not my fpirits been kept up by the converfa- 
tion of my companion, who was a man of bufi- 
nefs and confequence, and underteok to manage 

my 


—— 
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my affairs in fuch aimanner as would enable me 
to re-eftablifh my refiderice in the place I had 
left. He was young and aftive, attended mre 
with the utmoft care and -affiduity, and left -no- 
thing undone which he thought:would contribute 
to my eafe and 'fatisfaGtion. I belteve his friend- 
fhip for mewas:a little tinCtured ‘with another 
paffion ; but he was-married, and lived very well 
with his wife, ‘who was-dlfo my friend ; fo that 
he ‘knew I-would never think of ‘him in ‘the light 
of a:lover. | 
Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, ‘he accom- 
miodated me with-a little-:money (for a little was 
all I would take)'‘and returned to his own city, 
after we had:fettled a correfpondence ‘by letters. 
I-was detained a day or two in this place by my 
indifpofition, which increafed; but neverthelefs 
proceeded to Paris, to ‘make intereft for a pro- 
teGtion from ‘the king of France, which ‘that 
‘monarch gracioufly. accorded me, in three days 
after my firft application ; and his minifter fent 
orders to all the governors and intendants of the 
province towns, to protect me againft the efforts 
of lord ————-, in whatever place I fhould choofe 

‘to refide. | 
‘Having ‘returned my thanks at Verfailles for 
this favour, and tarried afew days at Paris, 
~which was a place altogether unfuitable to the 
low ebb of my fortune, I repaired to Lifle, where 
I intended to fix my habitation ; and there my 
diforder recurred with fuch violence, that I was 
obliged to fend for a phyfician, who feemed to 
have been a difciple of Sangrado; for he fcarce 
left a drop of blood in my body, and yet I found 
miyfelf never a whit the better. Indeed I was fo 
much exhaufted by tthefe evacuaticns, and my 
con- 
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conftitution fo much impaired by fatigue and per- 
turbation of mind, that I had no other bope of 
recovering but that of reaching England, and 
putting myfelf under the direction of a phyfician 
on whofe ability I could depend. ° 

With this doubtful profpe@, therefore, I de- 
termined to attempt a return to my native air, 
‘and a@tually departed from Lifle, in fuch a me- 
lancholy enfeebled condition, that I had almoft 
fainted when I was putinto the coach. But be- 
fore I refolved upon this journey I was reduced 
to the utmoft exigence of fortune; fo that I 
could {carce afford to buy provifions, had it been 
in my power to eat, and fhould not have been 
able.to defray my travelling expences, had I not 
been generoufly befriended by lord R— M— 
who (Iam fure) would have done any thing for 
my eafe and accommodation, tho’ he has un- 
juftly incurred the imputation of being parfimo- 
nious, and I had no reafon to expect any fuch 
favour at his hands. 

In this deplorable ftate of health I was convey- 
ed to Calais, being all the way (as it were) in 
the arms of death, without having fwallowed the 
leaft fuftenance on the road; and fo much was 
-my indifpofition augmented by the fatigue of the 
journey, that I fwooned when I was brought in- 
to the inn, and had almoft expired before I could 


receive the leaft affiftance or advice : however, - 


my fpirits were a little revived by fome bread and 
wine, which I took at the perfuafion of a French 
furgeon, who chancing to pafs by the door, was 
called up to my relief; and having fent my fer- 
vant to Bruffels to take care of my cloaths, em- 
barked in the packet-boat, and by that time we 
arrived at Dover, was almoft in extremity. 
Here 
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Here I found a return coach, in which I was 
carried to London, and was put to bed in the heufe 
at which we put up, more dead than alive. The 
people of the inn fent for an apothecary, who ad- 
miniftred fome cordial that recalled me to life ; 
and when I recovered the ufe of fpeech, I told 
him who I was, and defired him to wait upon 
Dr. S— and inform him of my fituation. A 


_young girl who was niece to the landlord’s wife, 


feeing me unattended, made a tender of her fer- 
vice to me, and I accepted the offer, as well as 


_ of a lodging in the apothecary’s houfe, to which 


I was conveyed as foon as my ftrength would ad- 
mit of my removal ; and there was vifited by my 


_phyfician, who was fhocked to find me in fucha 
_ dangerous condition : however, having confidered 


my cafe, he perceived that my indifpofition pro- 


. ceeded from the calamities [ had undergone, 


and encouraged me with the hope of a fpeedy 


_cure, provided I could be kept’ eafy and undif- 


turbed. | 

' I was accordingly tended with all imaginable 
care; my lord’s name being never mentioned in 
my hearing, becaufe I confidered him as the fatal 


_fource of all my misfortunes; and in a month I 


recovered my health, by the great {kill and ten- 
dernefs of my doctor, who now finding me 


{trong enough to encounter frefh troubles, en- 


deavoured to perfuade me, that it would be my 
wifeft ftep to return to my husband, whom, at 
that’ time, he had often occafion to fee. But I 


-rejeGted his propofal, commenced a new law- 


fuit for feparation, and took a fmall houfe in St. 


_ James’s Square. 


About this time, my woman returned from 
Bruffels, but without my cloaths, which wee 
: | 

‘ 
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detained on account of the money I owed in -that 
place ; and afking her difmiffion from my fervices 
fet up fhop for herfelf. I-had not lived many 
weeks in my new habitation, when my perfecutor 
ssenewed his attempts:‘to make himfelf mafter of 
‘my perfon ;-but I had learn’d from experience, 
to redouble my vigilance, and he was fruftrated 
in.all his endeavours. I-was again happy in the 
wconverfation of my former acquaintance, .and vi- 
fited by a great number of gentlemen, moft. 
ly perfons of probity and fenfe, who culti- 
vated my friendfhip, without any other motive 
of attachment. Not that I was unfolicited on 
the article of love; that was a theme on which I 
mever wanted orators; and could I have pre- 
vailed upon myfelf to profit by the advances that 
‘were made, I might have managed my opportu- 
nities, fo as to have fet fortune at defiance for the 
future, But I was none. of thofe ceconomifts, 
‘who can facrifice their hearts to interefted con- 
fiderations. , f+ 
' One evening, while I was converfing with 
‘three or four of my friends, my lawyer came in, 
and told me he had fomething of confequence to 
impart: upon which, all the gentlemen but one 
went away; and.he gave me to underftand, that 
my fuit would immediately come to trial; and 
‘though he hoped the beft, the iffue was uncer- 
‘tain: that if it fhould be given againft me, the 
decifton would infpire my lord with frefh fpirits 
‘to diflurb my peace; and therefore it would be 
convenient for me to retire, until the affair fhould 
‘be brought to a determination. | 
I was very much difconcerted at this -intelli-+ 
gence; and the gentleman who ftayed perceiving 
my concern, afked what I intended to do, or if 
he 
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he could ferve mein any fhape, and’ defired’ta 
know whither I propofed to retreat. I affected’ 
to laugh, and arifwered, ** Toa garret I be- 
lieve.”’ Fo this over-ftrained raillery he replied, 
that if I fhould, his friendfhip. and regard would: 
find the way to my apartment; and I had no 
reafon to doubt the fincerity of his declaration. 
We confulted about the meafures I fhould take, 
and I determined to remove into the country, 
where I was foon favoured with a letter from’ 
him, wherein he exprefled the infinite pleafure’ 
he had, in being able to aflure me, that my fuit 
had been fuece(sfal, and that I might appear again 
with great fafety. 

~Accordingly, I returned to town in his coach 

and fix, which he had fent for my convenience, 
atid thefame evening went with him tothe mafque~ 
rade, where we pafled the night very agreeably, 
his fpirits, as well as mine, being elevated to a 
joyous pitch, by the happy event of my procefs. 
This gentleman was a perfon of great honour, 
worth and good nature; he loved me extremely, 
but did not care that I fhould know the extent of: 
his paffion: on the contrary, he endeavoured to 
perfuade me, he had laid it down as a maxim, 
that no woman fhould ever have power enough 
over his heart, to give him the leaft pain or dif- 
quiet. In fhort, he had made a progrefs in my: 
affeClion, and to his generofity was I indebted- 
for my fubfiftence two whole years; during 
which, he was continually profeffing this philo- 
fuphic indifference, while, at the fame time, he 
was giving me daily aflurances of his friendfhip 
and efteem, and treating me with inceflant marks 

of the moft paffionate love: fo that I concluded 
Vou. Ill. K his 
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his intention was cold, though his temper was 
warm; and confidering myfelf as an incumbrance 
upon his fortune, I redoubled my endeavours to 


obtain a feparate maintenance from my lord, and - 


removed from St. James’s Square to lodgings at 
Kenfington, where I had not long enjoyed: my- 
felf in tranquillity, before it was interrupted by 


a very unexpected vifit. , “7 
White I was bufy one day dreffing in my. 


dining-room, I found his lordfhip at my elbow, 
before I was aware of his approach, although his 
coach was at the door, and the houfe. already in 
the pofleffion of his fervants. He accofted me 
in:the ufual ftile, as if we had parted the night 
before ; and I anfwered him with an appearanege 


of the fame carelefs familiarity, defiring him to. 
fitdown, while I retreated to my chamber, 


lock’d the door, and fairly went to bed ; being, 
perhaps, the firft woman whv went thither for 


protection from the infults of aman. Here then: 


Jimmured myfelf with my faithful Abigail; and 


my lord finding me fecured, knocked at the door,, 


and through the key-hole begg’d to be admitted ; 
affuring me, that all he wanted was a conference. 
T defired to be excufed, though I believed his af 
{urance; but I had no inclination to converfe 
with him, becaufe I knew f:om experience ‘the 
nature of his converfation, which was fo difagree~ 
able and tormenting, that I wou'd have exchanged 


itat any time for a good beating, and thoughe. 


myfelf a gainer by the bargain. However, ‘he 
perfifted in his impoxtunitics to fuch a degre, 
that Z aflented to his propofal, on condition that 


the duke of L—— fhould be prefent atthe in- 
terview; and he immediately fent a meilave to, 


his, grace, while I in peace ate my breakfaft, 
con- 
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conveyed in a bafket, which was hoifted up to 
the window of my bed-chamber. : 

The duke was fo kind as to‘come at my lord’s 
requeft, and before I would open the-door, gave 
me his word, that. I fhould be proteéted from all 
violence and compulfion. Thus. aflured, they 
Were permitted to enter; and my little gentle: 
man ee down by the bed-fide, began to.re- 
peat the old hackneyed arguments he had fure- 
merly ufed,. with the view of inducing me to. 
live with him ; and.I, on my fide, repeated my 
former objections, or pretended to liften to his. 
reprefentations,. while my imagination was em< 
ployed jn contriving the. means of effeGing an. 
efcape, as the duke eafily perceived by my. coun- 
tenance. oe 

Finding all his remonflrances ineffeCtual, he. 
quitted the chamber, and left his caufe to the. 
eloquence of his grace, who fat with mea whole 
half hour, without exerting himfelf much in be- 
half of his client, becaufe he knew I was alto« 
gether obftinate, and determined on that {core ; 
but joked upon the behaviour of his lord« 
fhip, who (though jealous of moft people) had _ 
Jeft him alone with me in my bed-chamber, ob- 
ferving, that he muft either have great conf- 
dence in his virtue, or a very. bad opinion of him 
otherwife. In-fhort, I found means to defer the 
categorical an{wer till next day, and invited the 
duke and hislordthip te dine with me to-morrow, - 
My wife yoke-fellow feemed to doubt the fine 
cerity of this invitation, and was very much dif-.. 
pofcd to keep poffeflion of my houfe: but, by the. 
perfuafions of his grace, and the advice of H—n, 
who was his chief counfellor and back, he was 

K 2 : _ ~pre- 
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prevailed upon to take nry word, and for the pre- 
fent left me. | : 
They were no fooner retired, than I rofe with 
great expedition, pack’d up my cloaths, and took 
fhelter in: Effex for the firft- time. Next day, 
my lord and. his noble friend came to dinner, ac- 
cording to appointment; and being informed of 


my efcape by my woman, whom I had left in the 


houfe, his lordfhip difcovered fome figns of dif- 
content, and infifted upon feeing my. papers; 
upon which, my maid produced a parcel of bills 
which I owed to different people. Notwith- 
ftandirig this difappointment, Ke fat down to 
what! was provided for dinner, and with great de- 


liberation ate up a leg of lamb, the beft part of 
a fowl, and fomething elfe, which I.do not naw’ 


remember ; and then very peaceably went away, 
giving my maid an opportunity of following me 
to the place of my retreat. 

My intention was to have fought refuge; as 
formerly, in another country ; but I was pre- 
vented from putting my defign in execution by a 
fit of illnefs, during which I was vifited by my 
phyfician and fome of my own relations, parti- 
cularly adiftant coufin of mine, whom my lord had 
engaged in his interefts, by promifing to recom- 
pence her amply, if fhe could perfuade. me to 


comply ‘with his defire. In this office fhe was afs 


fifted by the do&tor, who was my friend, and a 
man of fenfe, for whom I have the moft perfect 
efteem, though he and I have often differed in 
point of opinion. Ina word, I was expofed to 
the ineeffant importunities of all my acquaintance, 
whith, added-to the defperate circumftances of 
my fortune, compelled: nie to embrace the terms 
a og ee 4 that 
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that were offered, and. I again returned to the 
domeftic duties of a wife. 

I was conducted to my -lord’s houfe by an old 
friend of mine, a-gentleman turned of fifty, of 
admirable parts and underftanding ; he was a 
pleafing companion, chearful. and humane, and 
had acquired a great fhare of my efteem and re- 
pect. In a word, his advice had great weight in 
any deliberations, becaufe it feemed to be the re- 
fult of experience and difinterefted friendfhip. 
Without all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern 
for my welfare; but, being an admirable poli- 
tician, his fcheme was to make my intereft coin- 
cide ‘with his own inclinations ; for I had un- 
wittingly made. an innovation upon his hearst ; 
and as he thought I fhould hardly favour his 
paffion, while I was at liberty to converfe with 
the reft of my admirers, he counfelled me to 
furrender that freedom, well knowing that my 
lord would be eafily perfuaded to banifh all his ri- 
vals from the houfe; in which cafe, he did not 
goubt of his being able to infinuate himfelf into 
my affections ; becaufe he laid it down as an 
eternal truth, that if any two perfons of different 
fexes were obliged to live together in a defart, 
where they would be. excluded from all other 
human intercourfe,. they-would naturally and in- 
evitably contra& an inclination foreachother. 

How juft this hypothefis may be, I leave to 
the determination of the curious; though, if I 
may be allowed-to judge from my own difpolie 
tion, 2 couple fo fituated would be. apt ta im- - 
bibe mutual difgufts, from the mature and ae- 
ceffity.of their ‘union ;, unlef&ether aflociation 
was at firft the effect of reciprocal affection and 
efteem. Be this as it will, I honour the gentle- 
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man for his plan, which was ingenioufly con- 
trived, and artfully conducted: but I happened 
to have too much addrefs for him in the fequel, 
cunning as he was, though at firft I did not per- 
ceive his drift; and his lordfhip was much lefs 
likely to comprehend his meaning. 

Immediately after this new accommodation, 1 
was carried to a country-houfe belonging to my 
lord, and was fimple enough to venture myfclf 
(unattended by any fervant on whofe integrity [ 
could depend) in the hands of his lordfhip and 
H—-—n, whofe villainy I always dreaded ; tho’ 
at this time my apprehenfions were confi- 
derably increafed, by recolle¢cting, that it was 
not his intereft to let me live in the houfe, left 
his conduct fhould be inquired into; and by re- 
membering, that the very houfe to which we 
were going, had been twice burnt down in a 
very fhort fpace of time, not without fufpicion 
of his having been the incendiary, on account of 
fome box of writings, which was loft in the con+ 
flagration. ‘True it is, this imputation was never 
_made good; and perhaps he was altogether inno- 
cent of the charge, which neverthelefs affeCted 
my fp'rits in fuch a manner, as rendered me the 
moft miferable of all mortals ; and in this terr.r 
did I remain, till my confternation was weakened 
by the. arrival of Mr. Bal—, a good natured 
worthy man, whom my lord had invited to his 
houfe, and I thought would not fee me ill ufed; 
and in. a few weeks, we were joined by Dr. S— 
and his lady, who vifited us according to their 
promife ; and it was refolved that we fbould fet 
out ‘for Funbridge, on a pattie of pleafure, and 
at our return examine H—~—n’s accounts. 
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This laft part of our fcheme was not all re- 
lifhed by our worthy fteward, who, therefore, 
determined to overturn our whole plan, and fuc- 
ceeded accordingly. My lord, all of a fudden, 
declared himfelf againft the jaunt we had pro- 
jected, and infifted upon my ftaying at home, 
without affigning any reafon for this peremptory 
behaviour; his countenance became cloudy, and 
for the fpace of three days he did not open his 
mouth. | - 

At laft, he one night entered my bed-cham- 
ber, to which he now had free accefs, with his 
fword under hisarm, and, if I remember aright, 
it was ready drawn. I could not help taking no- 
tice of this alarming circumftance, which fhocked 
me the more, as it happened immediately after a 
gloomy fit of difcontent. However, I feemed 
to overlook the incident, and difmiffing my maid, 
went to bed; becaufe I was afhamed to ac- 
knowledge, even to my own heart, any dread of 
a perfon whom I defpifed fo much. However, 
the ftrength of my corftitution was not equal to 
the fortitude of my mind: I was taken ill, and 
the fervants were obliged to be called up; while 
my lord himfelf, terrified at my fituation, ran up 
ftairs to Mrs. 8 » who was in bed, told her, 
with evident perturbation of fpirits, that I. was 
very much indifpofed, and faid, he believed [ 
was frightened by his entering my chamber with 
his {word in hand. | 

This lady was fo ftartled at his information, 
that fhe ran into my apartment half-naked,’ ang 
as fhe went down ftairs, afked what reafon could 
induce him to have carried his fword with him? 
Upon which he gave her to underftand, that his 
intention was to kill the bats. I believe and 
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hope he had no other defign than that of intimi- 
dating me, but’ when the affair happened, I was 
of a different opinion.- Mrs. S— having put on 
her cloaths, fat up all night by my bed-fide, and 
was fo good as to affure me, that fhe would not 
leave me, until I fhould be fafely delivered from 
‘the apprehenfions that furrounded me: in_ this 


houfe, to which fhe and the doctor had been the - 


principal caufe of my coming ; for.my lord had 
haunted and importuned them inceffantly on this 
fubjeét, protefting that he loved me with the 
moft inviolable affection ; and all hedefired was, 
that 1 would fit at his table, manage’ his family, 
and fhare his fortune. By thefe profeffions,’ ut« 
tered with an air of honefty and good-nature, ‘he 
had impofed himfelf upon them, for the beft 
tempered creature upon earth ; and they ufed 
all their influence with me te take him into fa- 
vour. This hath been the cafe with a great 
many: people, who had but a fuperficial know- 
ledge of his difpofition; but, in the courfe of 
their acquaintance, they have never failed to dif- 
cern and acknowledge their miftake. 

The doétor, on his return from Tunbridge, 
to which place he had made a trip by himfelf, 
found me ill a-bed, and the whole family in con- 
fufion : furprized and concerned at this diforder, 


he entered into expoftulation with my lord, who 


owned, that the caufe of his difpleafure and dif- 
quiet was no other than jealoufy: H— had in- 
formed him, that I had been feen to walk out 
with Mr. Bal— ina morning; and that our cor 
- xefpondence had been obferved with many addi- 


tional circumftances, which were abfolutely falfe 


and groundlefs. This imputation was no fooner 


underftood, than it was rcfolved that the accufer ’ 


fhould 
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fhould be examined, in prefence of us all. He 


accordingly appeared, exceedingly drunk, tho’ 
it was morning, and repeated the articles of the 


Charge, as an information he had received from 


& man.who came from town to hang the bells, 
and was long ago returned to London. . a 

This was an inftance of his cunning and ad- 
drefs, which did not forfake him even in -his 
hours of intoxication. Had he fixed the calumny 
@n any one of the fervants, he would have been 
confronted and detected in his falfhood. Never- 
thelefs, tho’ he could not be legally convicted, it 
plainly appeared that he was the author. of this 
defamation, which incenfed Mr. Bal— to fuch a 
degree, that he could fcarce be with-held from 
punifhing him on the fpot, by manual chatftife~ 
ment. However, he was prevailed upon to ab- 
ftain from fuch immediate vengeance, as a ftep 
unworthy of his character; and the affair. was. 


‘brought to this iflue, that his lordfhip fhould ei-- 


ther part with me or Mr. H—3 for I was fully. 
determined againft living under the fame. roof 
with fuch an incendiary. 

This alternative being propofed, my lord dif-+. 
mifs’d his fteward, and we returned to town with. 
the doétor and Mrs. S— ;for I had imbibed fucly 
horror and averfion for this country feat (the}.onea 
of the pleafanteft in England) that I-could not» 
bear to live init. We therefore removed to an: 
houfe in Bond-ftreet, whére, according to the - 
advice of my fricnds, I exerted my whole powar- 
and complaifance, in endeavours to- keep. my. 
hufband in good humour ;° but was fo unfuecefs- +» 
ful.in my attempts,. that if ever he was. worfe 
tempered, more capricious, or intolcrable, at: 


one time than at another, this was the feafon it 
5 which 
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which his ill-humour predominated to the moft 
rancorous degree. I was fcarce ever permitted 
to ftir abroad, faw no-body at home but. my old 
male-friend whom I have mentioned above, and 
the doctor with his lady, from whofe converfae 
tion alfo I was at la{t excluded. aes 

Neverthelefs, I contrived to fteal a meeting, 
now and then, with my late benefactor, for whom 
I entertained a great fhare of.affe@tion, exclufive 
of that gratitude which was due to his generofity. 
Jt was not his fault that I compromifed matters 
with my lord ; for he was as free of his purfe as 
-I was unwilling to ufe it. It would, therefore, 
bave been-unfriendly, unkind, and ungrateful in 
ame (now that I was in affluence) to avoid all in- 
tercourfe with a man who had fupported me in 
adverfity.—I think people cannot be too fhy and 
fcrupulows in receiving favours; but once they 
‘are conferred, they ought never to forget the 
obligation : and I was never. more concerned at 


any incident of my life, than at hearing that this. 


sentleman did not receive a letter, in which I 


acknowledged the laft proof of his friendfhip and. 


Jiberality which I had occafion to ufe, becaufe I 


have fince learned, that he fufpeGted me of ne- 


elect. , 
-- .But, ‘to return to my fituation in Bond-ftreet,. 
J bore it as well as I could for the fpace of three 
months, during which I lived in the midft of 
fpies who were employed:to watch my condué& 3. 
and underwent every mortification that malice, 
power, and folly could inflict. Nay, foridiculous, 
fo unreafonable was my tyrant in his fp'een, 
that he declared he would even be jealous of Hey- 
digger, if there was no other man to incur his. 
jufpicion : he expected that I fhould fpend my 
whole time with him, ¢étecaltéte ; and when I 
2 {acti= 
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facrificed my enjoyment to thefe comfortable 
parties, he never failed to lay hold on fome inno- 
cent exprefion of mine, which he made the 
foundation of a quarrel ; and when I {trove to 
avoid thefe difagreeable mifinterpretations, by 
reading or writing, he inceflantly teized and tor 
mented me with the imputation of being Beer 
fallen and referved. | 

Harraffed by this infufferable behaviours I 

communicated my cafe to Dr. S—- and his lady, 
- intimating that I neither could nor would expofe 
myfelf any longer to fuch ufage. The doctor 
exhorted me to bear my fate with patience, and 
Mrs, S— was filent on the fubjedt 5 fo that ] ftitt 
hefitated between ftaying and going, when the 
do&or being one night. at fupper, happened to 
have fome words with my lord, who was. fo vio- 
lently tranfported with paffion, that I was ac- 
tually afraid of going to bed with him; and next. 
morning when he waked, there was fuch an ex- 
preffion of frantic wildnetes in his countenance, 
that I imagined he was actually diftracted. 

This alarming circumftance confirmed me in 
my refolution af decamping ; and I accordingly 
moved my quarters to an houfe in Sackville- 
ftreet, where I had lodged when I was a widow; 
and when I was fettled, fent a meflage to the 
duke of L—, defiring he would make my lord 
acquainted with the place of my abode, my rea- 
fons for removing, and my intention to defend 
myfelf againft all his attempts. ‘The firft night 
of this feparation I went to bed by myfelf,. with 
as much pleafure as a man could do in going to 
bed to his miftrefs, whom he had. long folicited 
in vain. So rejoiced. was I to be delivered front 
my obnoxious bedfellow t ie 
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I had not long changed my lodgings, which 
I did to Brook-ftreet, and enjoyed the fweets of 
my e(cape, when I was importuned to return, by 
a new fteward whom my lord had engaged in the 
xoom of H—n. This gentleman, who: bore a 
very fair charaéter, made fuch judicious repre- 
fentations, and behaved fo candidly in the dif- 
charge of his function, that I agreed he fhoutd 
at as umpire in the difference between us ; and 
ence more a reconciliation was effected, tho’ his 
lordthip began to be diflatisfied even before the 
execution of our agreement, in confequence of 
which he attended me to Bath, whither F went 
for the benefit of my health, which was not a 
little impaired. | 
This accommodation had a furprifing effe& 
upon my lover, who, notwithftanding his re- 
peated declarations, that no woman {fhould ever 
gain fuch an afcendertcy over his hegrt, as to be 
able to give him pain, fuffered all the agonies of 
difappointed love, when he now found himfelf 
deprived of the opportunities of feeing me, and 
behaved very differently from what he had ima- 
gined he fhould : his words and actions were def- 
perate ; one of his expreffions to me was, ** It 
<¢ is like twifting my heart-ftrings, and tearing 
S* it out of my body.” And I fhould never have 
done it, had I thought he would have fuffered.; 
but I proteft I believed him when he faid other- 
wile fo much, that it was the occafion of my giv- 
ing him up; and it was now too late to re- 
tract. 2 a ae ee . 
In our expedition to the Bath f was -ac- 
companied by a very agreeable young lady, 
with whom I pafs’d my time very happily, ainid 
the diverfions of the place, which fcreened 
: me, 
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me, ina goed meafure, from the vexatious fo- 
ciety of my hopeful partner. From this place 
‘we repaired to.his feat in the country, where we 
{pent a few months, and thence returned again 
to our honfe in Bond-ftreet. Here, while I was 
confined to: my bed by illnefs, it was fuppofed 
my indifpofition was no other than a private ly- - 
ing in, tho’ I was under the roof with my lord, 
and attended by his fervants. 

While ‘my diftemper continued, my lord (to 
do him juftice) behaved with all imaginable ten- 
dernefs and care ;. and his concern.on_thefe occas 
fions I have already mentioned, as.a ftrange ine 
confiftency in his difpofition. If hisactions were 
at all accountable, I fhould think he took pains 
to fret me into a fever firft, in order to manifeft 
his love and humanity afterwards. When I ree 
covered my ftrength and fpirits, I went abroad, 
faw company, and fhould have beeneafy, had he 
been contented ; but as my fatisfaction increafed, 
his good humour decayed, and he bantfhed, from 
his houfe, one by one, all the people whofe con- 
verfation could have made my life agreeable. . 

I often expoftulated with him upon this malig- 
nant behaviour, protefting my: defire of living 

ceably with him; and begging he would not 
is me. under the necefflity of changing my .mea- 
fures.:: He was deaf to all my remonftrances, 
(tho’ I warned him more than once of the event) 
perfifted in his maxims of perfecution; and, after 
repeated quarrels, J again left his houfe, fully de- 
termined to fuffer all forts of extremity, rather 


than fubje@ myfelf to the tyranny .of his difpo- 


fitien. goo; ow Te Le. 

1 Mhis year was productive of one fatal event, 

which I-felt with the utmoft fen{ibility of ue’ 
| I an 
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and fhall always remember with regret: I meag 
the death of Mr. B—, with whom I had con- 
ftantly maintained an intimate correfpondence 
fince the firft commencement of our acquaint- 
ance. He was one of the moft valuable men, and 
‘promifed to be one of the brighteft ornaments that 
this or any other age had produced. 1 enjoyed 
his friendfhip, without referve ; and fuch was the 
confidence he repofed in my integrity, from long 
experience of my truth, that he often faid he 
would believe my bare affertion, even tho’ it 
fhould contradict the evidence of his own fenfes. 
Thefe being the terms upon which we lived, it is 
not to be fuppofed that I bore the lofs of him 
without repining: indeed my grief was unfpeak- 
able ; and tho’ the edge of it be now fmoothed 
by tke lenient hand of time, I fhall never ceafe 
to cherifh his memory with the moft tender re- 
membrance. 
' During the laft period of my living with my 
lord, [I had agreed to the expediency of obtain- 
ing an act of parliament, which would enable 
him to pay his debts ; on which occalion there 
was a neceflity for cancelling a deed that fubfift- 
ed between us, relating to a feparate miainte- 
nance ; to, which, on certain provifos, I was in- 
titled: and this was to be fet afide, fo far as it 
interfered with the above mentioned fcheme, 
while the reft of it fhould remain in force. When 
this affair was about to be tranfacted, my lord 
very generoully infifted upon my concurrence, in 
annulling the whole fettlement ; and when I re- 
fufed to comply with this demand, becaule this 
was the fole refource I had againtt his ill ufage, be 
would not proceed in the execution of his plan 
tho’ by dropping it he hurt no-body but himfelf ; 


and 
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and accufed me of having receded from my word, 
after I had drawn him into a confiderable ex- 
pence. 

This imputation of breaking my word, which 
I defy the whele world to prove I ever did, in- 
cenfed me the more, as I myfelf had propofed the 
{cheme for his fervice, altho’ I knew the accom- © 
plifhment of it would endanger the validity of 
‘my own fettlement ; and my indignation was 
ftill more augmented by the behaviour of Mr. 
G—, who had always profeffled a regard for my 
intereft, and upon my laft accommodation with 
my lord, undertaken to effec a reconciliation be- 
tween my father and me: but when he was que- 
ftioned about the particulars of this difference, 
and defired to declare whether his lordfhip or I 
was to blame, he declined the office of arbitra- 
tor, refufed to be explicit on the fubject, and by 
certain fhrewd hums and ha’s fignified his difap- 
probation of my conduct; and yet this very man, 
when I imparted to him, in confidence, my in- 
tention of making another retreat, and frankly 
afked his opinion of my defign, feemed to ac- 
quiefce in the juftice of it, in thefe remarkable 
words: ‘* Madam, if I thought, or had hopes 
*< of my lord’s growing better, I would dower 
** on my knees, to defire you to ftay ; but as I 
“© have not, I fay nothing.” 

If he connived at my conduét in this particu- 
lar, why fhould he difapprove of it, when all I 
afked was but common juftice? But he was a de- 
pendent; and therefore 1 excufe his phlegmatic 
(not to call it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed he 
could not be too cautious of giving cffence to his 
lordfhip, who fometimes made him feel the cf- 


feQs of that wrath which other people bad 
kindled 5 
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kindled ; particularly, inconfequence of a fmail 
adventure which happened about this very period 
of time. | 

A very agreeable, fprightly, good-natured 
young man, a near relation of my lord, hap- 
pening to be at our houfe one evening, when 
there was a fire in the neighbourhood, we agreed 
to go and fup at a tavern, en famille ; and hav- 


ing fpent the evening with great mirth and good | 


humour, this young gentleman, who was natu- 
rally facetious, in taking his leave, faluted us all 
round. My lord, who had before entertained 
fome jealoufy of his kinfman, was very much 
asa Mr by this trifling incident, but very pru- 
dently fuppreffed his difpleafure till he returned to 
his own houfe, where his rage co-operating with 
the Champagne he had drank, inflamed him to 
fuch a degree of refolution, that he fprung upon 
the innocent G—n, and collared him with great 
fury, though he was altogether unconcerned in 
the caufe of his indignation. 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added 
to the other grievances under which I laboured, 
haftened my refolution of leaving him; and he 
to this day blames his relation, as the immediate 
caufe of my efcape, whereas he ought to place it 


to the account of his own madnefs and indifcre- | 
tion. When I retired to Park-ftreet, he cau- 


tioned all my tradefmen (not even excepting my 
baker) againft giving me credit, affuring them 
that he would not pay any debts I fhould con- 
tract; and the difficultics to which I was re- 
duced, in confequence of this charitable declara- 
tion, together with the refieQion of what I hed 
Suffered, and might underg», from the caprice 
and barbarity of his difpotition, afle@ed my 

health 
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fhealth fo much, that I was taken again ill, and 
any life thoughtin danger, a: oe 
My conftitution, however, got the better of 
my diftemper, and I was ordered into the coun- 
try by my phyficians, for the benefit of the air ; 
“Yo that 1 found’ myfelf under the neceffity of keep- 
ing two houfes, when I was little able to fupport 
one, and fet up my chariot, becaufe I could 
not defray the expence of an hackney coach ; for 
I had as much credit given me as I afk’d for, not- 
withftanding my lord’s orders to the contrary. 


. Having recruited my fpirits in the country, I 


returned to town, and was vifited by my friends, 
who never forfook me in adyerfity, and in the 
fummer removed to an houfe. in Effex, wherel . 
lived a few months in great tranquillity, unmo- 

lefted by my tyrant, who fometimes gave me a 

whole year’s refpite. Here I ufed to ride and 

drive by turns (as my humour dictated) with 

horfes which were lent me; and I had the com- 

pany of my lover, and another gentleman, who 

was a very agreeable companion, and of fingu- 

dar fervice to me in the fequel. . 

_At laft, my lord having reorived intelligence 
of the place of my abode, and his tormenting hu- 
mour recurring, he fet out. for my habitation, 
and in the morning appeared in his coach and 
fix, attended by Mr. G—n, and another-perfon, 
whom he had engaged for the purpofe, with fe- 
veral domefticks armed. I immediately fhut up 
my doors at his approach, and refufed him admit-— 
tance, which he endeavoured to obtain by a fuc« 
ceffion of prayers and threats ; but I was deaf to 
both, ,and refolved to hold out to the laft. See- 
ing me determined, he began his attack, and his 
fervants actually forced their way into the houfe 7 

“ Jueves’ b sip 
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upon which I retreated up ftairs, and fortified 
myfelf in an apartment, which the affailants 
ftormed with fuch fury, that the door began to 
give way, and | retired into another room. 
Whilft I remained in this poft, Mr. G n 
de.nanded a parley, in which he begg’d ¥ would 
‘favour my lord with an interview, otherwife he 
knew not what would be the confequence. To 
this remonftrance I replied, that I was not dif- 
pofed to comply with his requeft; and that 
though their defign fhould be murder, I was not 
at all afraid of death. Upon this declaration they 
renewed their attacks, which they carried on 
with indifferent fuccefs till the afternoon, when 
my lord (as if he had been at play) fent a formal 
meflage to me, ¢efiring that all Foftilities fhould 
ceafe, till after both parties fhould have dined. 
At the fame time, my own fervants came for in- 
ftru€tions ; and I ordered them to Jet him have 
every thing which he fhould call for, as far as the 
‘houfe would afford. | 
He did not fail to make ufe of this permiffion; 
but, fitting down with his companions, ate up 
my dinner withcut hefitation, after he had paid 
me the compliment, of defiring to know what he 


fhould fend up to my apartment. Far from hav-. 


ing any ftomach to partake of his meal, I fat foli- 
tary upon my bed, in a ftate of melancholy ex- 
pectation, having faftened the door of the out- 
ward room for my fecurity, while I kept my 
chamber open for the convenience of air, the 
- weather being exceffively hot. . 

His lordfhip having indulged his appetite, re- 
fumcd his attempt, and all of a fudden I heard a 
noife in the next room ; upon which I ftarted up, 
and perceiving that he had got into my anti- 

: ' chamber, 
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chamber, by the help of a bench that ftood un* 
der the window, I flung to the door of my rooms 
which I locked with great expedition, and open- 
ing another that communicated with the ftair- 
cafe, ran out of the houfe, through a croud of 
more than an hundred people, whom this fray 
had gathered together. 

Being univerfally beloved in the neighbour- 
hood, and refpected by my lord’s fervants, I 
palicd among them untouched, and took refuge 
in a neighbouring cottage; while his lordfh'p 
bawled and roared for affiftance, being afraid to 
come out as he had got in. Without waiting 
for his deliberations, I changed cloaths with the 
poor woman who had given me fhelter, and in 
her blue apron and ftraw-hat fallied out into the 
fields, intending to feek proteCtion at the houfe 
of a gentleman not far off, though I was utterly 
ignorant of the road that led to it. However, it 
was my good foftune to meet with a farmer, who 
undertook to conduct me to the place; otherwife 
1 fhould have miffed my way, and, in all proba- 
bility, lain in the fields; for, by this time, it 
was eight o’clock at night. 

Under the direGtion of this guide, I traverfed 
hedges and ditches, (for I would not venture to 
travel in the highway, left I fhould fall into the 
hands of my purfuer) and after I had adtually 
tumbled in the mire, and walked fix or feven long 
miles, by the help of a good fpirit, which never 
failed me on fuch occafions, I arrived at the 
place, and rurg the bell at the garden-gate for 
admittance. Seeing my figure, which was very 
uncouth, together with my draggled condition, 
they denied me entrance ; but when they under- 


{tood who I was, immediately opened the ade 
: an 
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and I was hofpitably entertained, after having 
been the fubject of mirth, on account of my 
drefs and adventure. | 
Next day I returned, and took poffeffion of 
my houfe again, where I refumed my former 
amufements, which I enjoyed im quiet, for the 
fpace of a whole month, waiting with refignation 
for the iffue of my law-fuit; when one after- 
noon, I was apprized of his lordfhip’s approach, 
by one of my fpies, whom I always employed to 
reconnoitre the road 3 and fo fortunate was I in 
the choice of thefe fcouts, that I never was be- 
trayed by one of them, though they were often 
bribed for that purpofe. | _ 
~ IT no fooner received this intelligence, than I 
ordered my horfe to be faddled, and mounting, 
rode out of fight immediately, directing my 
courfe a different way from the London road. _ [ 
had not long proceeded in this tra@, when my 
career was all of a fudden ftopp’d by a five-bar 
pale, which, after fome hefitation, I refolved to 
Jeap (my horfe being an old hunter) if I fhould 
find myfelf purfued. However, with much dif- 
ficulty I made fhift to open it, and arrived in 
fafety at the houfe of my very good friend Mr. 
G——, who being a juftice of the peace, had 
promifed me ‘his protection, if it fhould be 
wanted. —~ > oe oe ee 
Thus fecured for the prefent, I fent out fpies 
to bring information of his lordfhip’s proceedings, 
and underftood that he had taken poffeffion of 
my houfe, turned my fervants adrift, and made 
himfelf mafter of all my moveables, cloaths and 
papers. As for the papers, ‘they were of no cofi- 
fequence, but of cloaths I had a good ‘ftock; and 
when I had reafon to believe that he did not in- 
tend to relinquith his conqueft, I thought it was 
high 
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high time for me to remove to a greater diftance 
from his quarters. Accordingly, two days after 
my efcape, I fet out at eleven o’clock at night, 
in a chariot and four, which I borrowed of my 
friend, attended by a footman, who was.a_ftout 
fellow and well armed, I myfelf being. provided 
with a. brace of good piftols, wah! was fully 
determined to ufe, againft any, perfon who fhould 
prefume to lay violent hands upon me, except 
my lord, for whom a lefs morral weapon.would 
have fufficed, fuch as a bodkin or a tinder-box, 
Nothing could be farther from my. intention, than 
the defire of hurting any living creature, much 
lefs my hufband ; my defign was only to defend. 
myfelf from cruelty and oppreffion, which I 
knew,, by fatal experience, would infallibly be 
my lot, fhould he get me into his power: and I. 
thought I had as good a right to preferve my 
happinefs, as that which every individual has ta. 
prefervechis life, efpecially againft a fet. of ruf- — 
fians, who were engaged to rob me of it, for a 
little dirty lucre. 

In the midft of our journey, the footman 
came up, and told me I was dogg’d ; upon which 
I looked out, and feeing a man riding by the 
chariot-fide, prefented one of my piftols out at 
the window, and preferved that pofture of de- 
fence, until he thought proper to retreat, and 
rid me. of the fears that attended h's company. 
I arrived in town, and changing my equipage, 
hired an open chaife, in which (though I was al- 
moft ftarved with cold) I travelled to Reading, 
which I reached by ten next morning ; and from 
thence proceeded farther in the country, witha 
view of taking refuge with Mrs. C » .who 
was my particular friend. Here I fhould have 


found 
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found fhelter, though my lord had been_before-. 


hand with me, and endeavoured to prepoffefs her 
apainft my condu€&, had not the houfe been 
crouded with company, among whom I could 


not poffibly have been concealed, efpecially from. 


her brother, who was an intimate friend of my 
perfecutor. 


Thin:s being thus fituated, I enjoyed but a, 
very {hort interview with her, in which her for- 


row and perplexity on my account appeared with 
great expreflion in her countenance ; and though 
it was nct in her power to afford me the relief I 


expected, fhe, in the moft genteel manner, {ent. 
after me a fmall fum of money, thinking that,. 


confidering the hurry in which I left my houfe, I 
might have occafion for it on the road. I was 


by this time benumbed with cold, fatigued with. 
travelling, and almoft fretted to death by my dif-. 


appointment. However, this was no time to in- 
dulge defpondence ; fince no body could, or 
would, affift me, I ftood the more in need of 
my own refolution and prefence of mind. After 


fome deliberation, I fteered my courfe back to 
London ; and being unwilling to return by the. 


fame road in which I came, as well as impatient 


to be at the end of my journey, I chofe the Bag-. 
fhot way, and ventured to crofs the heath by. 


moon-light. 


Here [ was attacked by a foot-pad armed with- 


a broad-fword, who came up, and demanded my 


money. My ftock amounted to twelve guineas ;. 


and I forefaw, that fhould I be ftripp’d of the 


whole fum, I could not travel without difcovering. 
who I was, and, confequently, running the rifk. 
of being detected by my purfuer. On thefe con-. 


fiderations, I gave the fellow three guineas and 
— fome 
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fome filver; with which he was fo far from being 
fatisfied, that he threatened to fearch me for 
more: but I ordered the coachman to proceed, 
and by good fortune efcaped that ceremony ;- 
though I was under fome apprehenfion of being 
overtaken with a piftol-bullet in my flight, and 
therefore held down my head in the chaife, in © 
imitation of fome great men, who are faid to 
have ducked in the fame manner, in the day of 
battle. . 

_ My fears happened to be difappointed: I lay 
at an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in 
town, in the utmoft difficulty and diftrefs; for I. 
knew not where to fix my habitation, and was 
deftitute of all means of fupport. In this di- 
lemma, I applied to my lawyer, who recom-. 
mended me to the houfe of a tradefmanin Weft- 
minfter, where I lodged and boarded, upon cre- 
dit, with my faithful Abigail, (whom I fhall di- 
ftinguifh by the name of Mrs. S——r) for the 
{pace of ten weeks, during whichI faw nobody, 
and never once ftirred abroad. 

While I was thus harrafled out of all enjoy-. 
ment of life, and reduced to the utmoft indi- . 
gence, by thecruelty of my perfecutor, who had 
even ftripp’d me of my wearing apparel, J made 
a conqueft cf lord D——, a nobleman who is 
now dead, and therefore I fhall fay little of his 
character, which is perfeAly well known: this 
only will I obferve, that, next to my own ty-. 
rant, he was the only perfon of whom I had the. 
ereateft abhorrence. Neverthelcfs, when. thefe 
two came in competition, I preferred the offers. 
of this new lover, which were very confiderable ; 
and-as an afylum was the chief thing I wanted,. 
agreed to follow him to his country-feat, wn 
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I adtually. fent my cloaths, whieh-I had purchafed 
upon credit. 
However, upon mature deliberation, I changed 


my mind, and fignified my refolution in a letter, 
defiring at the fame time, that my baggage might 


be fent back. In confequence of this meflage, I 


expected a vifit from him, in all the rage of in- 


dignation and difappointment, and gave orders, 
that he fhould not be admitted into my houfe: 


yet, notwithftanding this precaution, he found’ 


means to procure entrance; and one of the firft 
objets that I faw, next morning, in my bed- 
chamber, was my lover, armed with his: horfe- 


whip, agaiift which (from the knowledge of the 
man) I did not think myfelf altogether fecure; . 


though I was not much alarmed, becaufe I be- 
lieved myfelf-fuperior to him in point of bravery, 
fhould the worft come to the worft: but, con- 


trary to my expectation, and his ufual behaviour: 


to our fex, he accofted me very politely, and 
began to expoftulate upon the contents of a 


letter. I freely told him, that I had rafhly af-- 


_fented to his propofal, for my own convenience 
only; that when I reflected on what I had done, 


_I thought it ungenerous in me to live with him. 


upon thefe- terms; and that, as I did not like 
him, and could nat diffemble, fuch a correfpon- 
. dence could never tend to the fatisfaction of ei- 
ther. He allowed the inference was juft, though 
he was very much chagrined at my previous pro- 
ceeding: he relinquifhed his claim, reftored my 
cloaths, and never afterwards upbraided me with 
my conduét in this affair; though he at one time 
owned, that he ftrl loved me, and ever fhould, 
becaufe I had ufed him ill; a declaration that 
ftrongly marks the peculiarity of his: character. 

As 
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‘As for my own part, I own that my behaviour on 

this occafion, is no other way excufable, than 

on account of the miferable perplexity of my cir- 

cumftances, which were often fo calamitous, 
that I wonder I have not been compelled to take 

fuch fteps, as would have rendered my conduct 

much more exceptionable than it really is. 

At laft, all my hopes were blafted by the iffue 
of my fuit, which was determined in favour of 
imy lord. Even then I refufed to yield; on the 
contrary, coming out of retirement, I took lodg- 
ings in Suffolk-ftreet, and fet my tyrant at de- 
fiance. But, being unwilling to truft my doors 
to the. care of other people, I took an houfe in 
Conduit-ftreet ; and no fooner appeared in the 
world again, than I was furrounded by divers 
and fundry forts of admirers. I believe I received 
the incenfe and addreffes of all kinds under the 
fun, except that fort which was moft to my 
liking, a man capable of contracting and in- 
fpiring a mutual attachment ; but fuch a one is 
equally rare and ineftimable: not but that I own 
myfelf greatly obliged to all thofe who cultivated 


_ my good graces, though they were very little be- 


holden to me ; for, where I did not really love, I 
could never profefs that paffion : that fort of diff- 
mulation is a flavery that no honeft nature will un- 
dergo. Except one worthy young man whom I 
fometimes faw, they were a ftrange medley of 
infignificant beings; one was infipid, another 
ridiculoufly affeéted, a third void of all education, 
a fourth altogether inconfiftent,; and in fhort, I 
found as many trifling charaers among the men, 
as ever I obferved in my own fex. Some of them 
J endeavoured to bring over to my maxims, 
while they attempted to make a profelyte of me; 

Vou. III. L, but, 
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but finding the tafk impracticable on bath. fides, | 
we very wifely dropt each other. | i 
At length, however, I was bleffed with the ac-., 
uaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, - 
the firft charaéter in England, .in point of ha-: 
nour, integrity, wit, fenfe and beneyolence :, 
when I have thus diftinguifhed him, I need. 
fcarce mention lord ————. This greats this. 
good man, poffeffes every accomplifhment re- 
quifite to infpire admiration, love and efteem, 
With infinitely more merit than almoft ever fell 
to one man’s fhare, he manifefts fuch diffidence. 
of his own qualifications, as cannot fail to pre- 
poffefs every company in his favour. He’ feems, 
to obferve nothing, yet fees every thing; his. 
manner of telling a ftory, and making trifles ele- 
gant, is peculiar to himfelf; and though he has a 
thoufand oddities, they ferve only to make him 
more agreeable. After what I have faid, it may. 
be fuppofed that I was enamoured of his perfon : 
but this was not the cafe; love is altogether ca-, 
pricious and fanciful; yet I admire, honour, and 
efteem him to the higheft degree; and when J 
obferve, that his character refembled that of my 
dear departed friend Mr. B—— ; or rather, that 
Mr. B——, had he lived, would have refembled 
lord ——, I pay the higheft. compliment J 
can conceive both to the living and the dead. . 
In this nobleman’s friendfhip and converfation. 
{ thought myfelf happy ; though I was, as ufual, 
expofed to the indefatigable ie of my lord, 
who, one day, while I was favoured with the 
company of this generous friend, appéared at my 
door in his coach, attended by another gentle- 
man, ‘who demanded, entrance, with an alr o 
authority. “A very honeft foctman, whe ied 
ec 
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been tong in my fervice, ran up flairs in the ut- 
moft confternation, and gave me an account of 
what had happened below. Upon which, I told 
him he had nothing to anfwer for, and ordered 
him to keep the door faft fhut againft all oppofi- 
tion : ee I was fo much affected with this 
unexpected affault, that lord faid, he 
was never more furprized and fhocked in his life, 
than at the horror which appeared in my coun- 
tenance, when I faw the coach ftop at my door. | 
My little hero being refufed admittance, went 
away, threatening to return fpeedily with a re- 
inforcement ; and during this interval, I provided 
myfelf with a foldier, whom I placed centinel at. 
the door withinfide, to guard me froin the danger 
of fuch affaults for the future. My lord, true to 
his promife, marched back with his auxiliaries, 
reinforced with a conftable, and repeated his de-. 
mand of being admitted; and my foldier open- 
ing the fafh, in order to anfwer him according 
to my dire&tions, he no fooner perceived the red 
coat, than he was feized with fuch a pannic, that 
he inftantly fled with great precipitation; and 
when he recounted the adventure, like Falftaff in 
the play, multiplied my guard into a whole file 
of mufgueteers. He alfo made fhift to difcover 
the gentleman, who had been fo kind as to lend 
me one of his company, and complained of him 
to the duke of N » in hopes of feeing him, 
broke for this mifdemeanour ; but in that expec- 
tation he was luckily difappointed. =e oS 
Perceiving that in England I fhould never en- 
joy peace, but be continually fubjeét to thofe 
alarms and’ difquiets which had already impaired 
my health and fpirits, I refolved to. repar again 
to France, my beft refuge and fure retreat from 
L 2 . the 
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the perfecution of my tyrant. Yet, before I 
took this ftep, I endeavoured, by the advice of 
my friends, to conceal myfelf near Windfor 3 
but wag in a little time difcovered by my lord, 
’ and hunted out of my lurking place, accordingly. 
I then removed to Chelfea, where I fuffered in- 
conceivable uneafinefs and agitation of mind, 
from the nature of my fituation, my tranquillity 
being thus inceflantly invaded by a man who 
could not be fatisfied with me, and yet could not 
live without me: fo that, though I was very 
much indifpofed, I fet out for France, by the 
way of the Hague, as the war had: fhut up ‘all 
other communication, having no other attendant 
but my woman S—r, who, though fhe dreaded 
the fea, and was upon the brink of matrimony, 
would riot quit me in fuch a calamitous condition, 
until I was joined by my footman and other 
maid, whom I ordered to follow me with the 
baggage. But, before my: departure, [ fent a 
mefiage to lord » demanding my cloaths, 
which he had feized in Effex ; and he refufing to 
deliver them, I was obliged'to equip myfelf anew, 
upon credit. HA 

“Twas fupplied with money for my journey by 
my good friend L—-——,; and after a fhort and 
pleafant paflage, arrived at the Hague, where I 
hayed two months, and parted with S——r, on 
whom I fettled an annuity of five and twenty 
pounds, payable out of the provifion which I had 
or might obtain: from my hufband. The fame 
allowance had I prevailed upon lord B to 
grant to another maid, who attended me while 


lived in his houfe. © °° 
I did not much relif the people in Holland, 
becaufe they feemed entirely devoted to felf-in- 
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tereft, without any tafte for pleafure or polite- 
nefs ;.a fpecies of difpofition that could not be 
very agreeable to me, who always defpifed mo- 
ney, had an unbounded benevolence of heart, 
and loved pleafure beyond every other confidera- 
tion. When I fay pleafure, I would not be un 
derftood to mean fenfuality, which conftitutes 
the fupreme happinefs of thofe only, who are 
void of fentiment and imagination, Neverthe- 
lefs, I received fome civilities in this place ; and 
among the reft, the reputation of having for my 
lover the king of P——’s minifter,who was young 
and airy, and vifited me often; circumftances that 
were fufficient to lay me under the imputation of 
an amour, which I frequently incurred, without 
having given the Jea{t caufe of fufpicion, ss. 
Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, J 
departed from the Hague, in company with an 
Englifhwoman, whom I had chofe for that pur- 
pofe, and arrived at Antwerp, with much diffi 
culty and danger, the highway being infefted 
with robbers. After having repofed myfelf afew 
gays in this city, I hired a coach for myfelf, and 
fet out, with my companion, for Bruffels; but, 
before we reached Mechlin, our vehicle was ate 
tacked by two huffars, who, with their fabres- 
drawn, obliged the coachman to drive into a 
wood..near the road. I at firft imagined they 
wanted to.examine our paffports, but was focp 
too well convinced of their defign; and though 
very much fhocked at the difcovery, found refo- 
lution enough to fupprefs -my concern, fo that it 
fhauld not aggravate the. terrors of the young 
woman, who had almoft died with apprehenfion. 
J.eveniencouraged her to hope .for. the beft; and 
addreffing myfelf to the rgbbers in French, begg’d 
in the moft fuppliant manner, that they would 
| i; fpare 
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fpare our lives ; upon which, one of them,- whe 
was a little fellow, aflured me in the fame lan- 
guage, that we had nothing to fear for our 
perfons. 

When we were conveyed in a ftate of dreadful 
fufpence about three quarters of a mile into the 
wood, the rufhians came into the coach, and tak- 
tng my keys,’ which I kept ready in my hand 
for them, opened three large trunks, that con- 
tained my baggage, and emptying them of every 
thing but my hoops and a few boeks, packed up 
their booty in a cloth; then robbing me of my 
money and jewels, even to my fhoe-buckles and 
‘fleeve-buttons, took my footman’s laced hat, 
and gave it, by way of gratification, to a peafant, 
who came from behind the bufhes, and affifted 
them in packing, 

This affair being difpatched, they ordered us 
to return to the road, by a different way fram 
that in ‘which we were carried into the wood ; 
and mouating their horfes, rode off with the 
plunder, though not before the little fellow, who 
was the leaft ferocious of the two, had come and 
fhaken me by the hand, withing us a good jour- 
ney; a compliment which | heartily returned, 
being extremely well pleafed at the retreat of two 
fuch companions, wha. had detained us a whole 
half hours during’ which, notwithftanding the 
aflurance I had-received, I was in continual ap- 
prehenfion of -feeing their operation conclude 
with the murder of us all; for I fuppofed they 
were. of that gang, who had fome time before 
murthered a French officer, and ufed a lady ex- 
tremely il, after having rifled her of all fhe had. 

Having thus undergone pillage, and being re- 
duced to the extremity of indigence ina foreign 

j : land, 
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land, it is not: to be fuppofed that my refle&tions 
were very comfortable ; and yet, though I fu- 
ftained the whole damage, I was the only perfon 
in the company who bore the accident with any 
refolution and prefence of mind. My coachmar 
and valet feemed quite petrified with fear ;° and ic 
was not, till I had repeated my directions, that 
the former drove farther into the wood, and took 
the firft turning to the right, in order to re- 
gain the road, according te the command of the 
robbers, which I did not choofe to difobey. 
This misfortune I fuffered by the mifinforma- 
tion I received at Antwerp, where I would have 
provided myfelf with an efcort, had I not been 
affured, that there was not the leaft occafion to 
put myfelf to fuch extraordinary expence: and 
indeed, the robbers took the only haf hour in 
which they could have had an .opportunity of 
plundering us; for we no fooner returned into 
the Highway, than we met with the French ar- 
tillery coming from Bruffels, which was a fecu- 
rity to us, during the reft of our journey. We 
were afterwards informed at a fmall village, thar 
there was actually a large gang of deferters, who 
harboured in that wood, from which they made 
-excurfions in the neighbourhood, and kept the 
peafants in continual alarms. ers: 
Having proceeded a little way, we were ftopp’d 
by the artillery croffing a bridge; and as the 
train was very long, mult have been detained tilf 
night, had not a foldier informed me, that if I 
would take the trouble to come out of my coach, 
and apply to the commandant, -he would order 
them to halt, and allow me to pafs. F took the 
man’s advice, and was by him. conducted, .with 
much difficulty, through the croud to fome: of- 
L-4 ficersy 
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ficers, who feemed fcarce to deferve the name ; 
for, when I fignified my requeft, they neither 
rofe up, nor defired me to fit down; but lolling 
in their chairs, with one leg ftretched out, afked, 
with an air of difrefpeciful raillery, where I was 
going ; and when I anfwered, ‘* To Paris 3°” de- 
fired to know what I would do there. © 
I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly 
ufed, and fuucy enough where I think mvfelf 
treated with difregard, was very much piqued at 
their infolent and unmannerly behaviour, and be- 
‘gan to reply to their impertinent queftions, very 
abruptly ; fo that a very tart dialogue would have 
enfued, had not the converfation been interrupted 
by a tall, thin, gentecl young French nobleman, 
an officer in the army, who chancing to come in, 
afked with great politenefs, what I would pleale 
to have. I then repeated my defire, and pro- 
duced my paffports, by which he learn’d who I 
was. He immediately gave orders, that my 
coach fhould pafs; and afterwards vifited me at 
Paris, having obtained my permiffion, and taken 
my addrefs at parting; while the others, under- 
ftanding my name and quality, afked pardon for 
their impolite carriage, which they told me was 
owing to the reprefentation of the foldier, who 


gave them to underftand, that I was a ftrolling 


actrefs. | ; ao 

I could not help laughing heartily at this mi- 
ftake, which might have proceeded from the cir- 
cumftances of my appearance, ‘my footman hav- 
ing been obliged to change hats with the peafant, 
and myfelf being without buckles in my fhoes, 


and buttons in my riding-fhirt, while my counte-_ 


nance ftill retained marks of the fear.and confu- 
fion Lhadundergone, After all, perhaps the fel- 
| oe | low 
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low was a-droll, and wanted to entertain him- 
felf at my expence. — . | 
- The day was fo far confumed in thefe adven- 
tures, that I was obliged to take up my lodging 
‘at Mechlin, where I addreffed myfelf to the in- 
tendant, giving him an account of the difafter I 
had met with, and defiring I might have credit 
at the inn, as our whole company could not raife 
the value of a fix-pence.. This gentleman, tho’ 
a provincial, was polite in his way, and not only 
‘granted my requeft, but invited me to lodge at 
his own houfe. I accordingly gave him my com- 
.pany at fupper, but did not choofe to fleep in his 
quarters, becaufe he appeared to be what the 
French call un vieux debauché. a 
- "Next day, he fent a trumpet to the general, 
with a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of re- 
trieving what I had loft; but, notwithftanding. 
all poffible fearch, I was fain to put up.with my 
damage, which, in linen, laces, cloaths and bau- 
bles, amounted to upwards of feven hundred 
pounds : a lofs which never deprived mg of one 
moment’s reft; for though I lodged at a mife- 
rable inn, and Jay in a paultry bed, I flept as 
found as if nothing extraordinary had happened, 
after 1 had written to London and Paris, direét- 
ing that the payment of my bills of credit might 
be ftopp’d. Indeed, I know but of two misfor- 
tunes in life, capable of depreffing my fpirits, 
namely, the lofs of health and friends ; all others 
may be prevented, or endured. The articles of 
that calamity, which | chiefly regretted, werea 
picture of lord W———m, and {ome inimitable 
detters from Mr. B——. oe ie a8 
_ From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruffels, where 
being known, 1 got credit for fome neceflaries, 
; ; a 5 | and 
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and borrowed. twenty guineas, to defray the ex- 
pence of my journey to Paris. Having confulted 
with my friends, about the fafeft method of tra- 
.Velling through Flanders, I was perfuaded to 
take places in the public Voiture ; and accord- 
ingly departed, not without fears of finding one 
_part of the country as much infefted with robbers 
as. another. Nor were thefe apprehenfions af- 
‘fuaged by the converfation of my fellow-travellers, 
‘who being of the lower fort of people, that de- 
light in exaggerating dangers, entertained me all 
the. way, with an account of all the robberies 
and murders which had been committed on that 
road, with.many additional circumftances of their 

own invention. , 
_ After having been two. days expofed to this 
comfortable converfation, among very difagree- 
gble company, which is eo one of the moft 
difagreeable fituations in life, [ arrived at Lifle, 
woere, thinking the dangerous part of the Jour- 
ney was now paft, I hired a poft-chaife, and in 
two days more reached Paris, without any farther 

moleftation. | 

Upon my arrival in this capital, I was imme- 
iately vitited by my old acquaintances, who 
-hearing my difafter, offered me their cloaths, and 
infifted upon my wearing them, until I could. be 
etherwife provided. They likewWe engaged me 
in parties, with a view. of amufing my imagina~ 
tion, that I might not grow melancholy in re- 
fle&ting upon my lofs ; and defired: me to. repeat 
ithe particulars.of my ftoxry forty times over, ex- 
preffing. great: furprize. at- our not being mur- 
thered, or ravifhed at leaft. As for this. laft {pe- 

_ cies of outrage, the fear of it never once entered 
my head, otherwife L fhould have been mone 
fhocked. 
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_fhocked and alarmed than I really was: but it 
feems this was the chief circumftance of my 
companion’s apprehenfion ; and I cannot help ob- 
ferving, that an homely woman is always. more 
_ apt to entertain thofe fears, than one whofe per- 
_ fon expefes her to much more imminent danger. 
However, I now learned, that the rifk I ran was. - 
much greater than I imagined it to be,. thofe ruf- 

fians being familiarized to rape as well as murder. 
Soon after my appearance in Paris, I was fa- 
voured with the addrefles of feveral French lo- 
vers; but I never had any talte for foreigners, or 
indeed for any amufement of that kind, except 
fuch as were likely to be lafting, and fettled upon. 
a more agreeable footing than that of common 
gallantry. When I deviated from this principle, 
my conduct was the effect of compulfion, and 
therefore I was never eafy under it, having been 
reduced to the alternative of two evils, the leaft 
of which I was obliged to choofe, asa man leaps. 
into the fea, in order to efcape from.a fhip that is. 

onfire, = | 
Though I rejeéted their love, I did not refufe 
their company and converfation ; and though my. 
health was confiderably impaired by the fhock I 
received in my laft adventure, which was con- 
fiderably greater than I at firft imagined, and af- 
feted my companion fo much, that fhe did not 
recover her fpirits, till fhe returned to England’: 
I fay, though I was for fome time a valetudina- 
rian, 1 enjoyed myfelf in great tranquillity for the 
fpace of ten months, dur.ng which I was vifited. 
by Englifh, Scotch, and French, of all partics and 
perfuafions ; for pleafure is of no fation, and. 
that was the chiet object of my purfuit; neither 
was I fu ambitious of being a poliucian, as to 
L 6 cmploy 
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employ my time and thoughts upon fubjeéts 
which I did not underftand. I had admirers of 
all fides, and fhould have fpent my time very 
much to my liking, had not I felt my funds fen- 
fibly diminifh, without any profpect of their being 
repaired; for I had been obliged to lay out a great 
part of the fum allotted for my fubfiftence, in 
{upplying my companion, my fervant and myfelf 
with neceffaries, in lieu of thofe which we had 
loft. 

Having before mine eyes the uncomfortable 
profpe&t of wanting money in a ftrange place, I 
found myfelf under the neceffity of returning to 
England, where I had more refources than f could 
poflibly have among foreigners; and with that 
view wrote tolord ——’s agents, defiring that I 
might be enabled to difcharge my obligations at 
Paris, by the payment of my pin-money. ‘Thus 
a negotiation commenced, and his lordfhip pro- 
mifed to remit money for the clearance of my 
Paris debts, which amounted to four. hundred 
pounds: but he wonld not advance one farthing 
‘more, though I gave him to underftand, that 
while he protracted the agreement, I muft inevi- 
tavly be adding to my incumbrances, and that L 
fhould be as effectually detained by a debt of 
twenty pounds, .as if I owed.a thoufand: Not- 
withftanding all my reprefentations, be would 
not part with one fhilling over the neat fum which 
Thad at firft ftipulated ; fo that all my meafures. 
were rendered abortive, and I found it altogether 
impracticable to execute thofe refolutions I had: 
formed in his favour. Ege Ge. ee 
. Thus did be, for a meer trifle, embarrafs. the 
woman fo: whom he profefles the mof unlimited 
Jove, and whofe. principles he pretends to held in 

the 
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the utmoft veneration. Indeed his confidence in 
my integrity is not without foundation ; for many 

“wives, with one half of my provocation, would 
have ruined him to all intents and purpofes; 
whereas, notwithftanding all the extraordinary 
expences, to which I have been expofed by his 
continual perfecution, he never paid a fhilling on 
my account, except one thoufand pounds, ex- 
clufive of the fmall allowance which was m 
due. In a evord, fo much time elapfed before 
my lord could prevait upon himfelf to advance 

‘the bare four hundred, that I was involved in 
freth difficulties, from which I found it impoffible 
to extricate myfelf: and though I had occafion 
to write a letter to my benefactor lord , in 
which I exprefled my acknowledgment for paift 
favours, I could not venture to follicit more; 
even when I was encouraged by avery obliging 
anfwer, wherein he declared, that the good qua- 
lities of my mind and heart, would bind him ‘te 

‘me in friendfhip for ever. . aa 

While I ruminated on my uncomfortable fitua- 

‘tion, which would neither permit me to return 
to England, nor to ftay much longer where I 
was, a young Englifhman of immenfe fortune 

‘took Paris in his way from Italy, accompanied 
by a moft agreeable Scotchman of very godd 
fenfe and great vivacity. It was my good or ‘tl 

fortune to become acquainted with thefe gentle- 
men, who having feen me at the opera, expreffed 
adefire of being known to me, and accordingly 

favoured me witha vifit one afternoon, when the 
brifk North Briton ingrofled the whole converfa- 
tion';. while the other feemed fearful and diffident 
even to a degree of. bafhfulnefs, through which, 
_ however, .I could difcerm a. delicate- fenfibility 
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and uncommon underftanding: there was in his 
perfon (which was very agreeable) as well as in 
his behaviour, a certain naivete that was very 
pleafing ; and at this firft interview, we relifhed 
each other’s company fo well, that a fort of inti- 
macy immediately commenced, and was car- 
ried on in a fucceffion of parties of pleafure, in 
the courfe of which I found him fraught with all 
the tendernefs and fentiment that render the 
_heart fufceptible of the moft refined love ; a dif- 
pofition that immediately made me partial to him,, 
while ft fubjeCted his own heart to all the violent 
impreffions of a paffion, which I little imagined 
our correfpondence would have produced. | 

Neverthelefs, I was far from being difpleafed 
with my conqueft, becaufe his perfon and qualifi- 
cations, as well as his manner of addrefs, were 
very much to my liking, and recommended him 
in a particular manner to my affeCtion. Indeed, 
he made a greater progrefs in my heart than I 
myfelf fufpe&ted ; for there was fomething con- 
genial in our fouls, which from our firft meetin 
‘I believe had attraéted us (unknown to ourclvest 
under the notions of friendfhip and regard, and 
now dilclofed itfelf in the moft paffionate love. 

I liitened to his addreffes, and we were truly 
happy. His attachment was the quinteffence of 
tendernefs and fincerity, while his generofity 
knew no bounds. Not contented with havirg 
paid twelve hundred pounds on my account, in 
the fpace of one fortnight, he would have loaded 
me with prefent after prefent, had not I abfo- 
Jutcly re‘ufcd to accept fuch expenfive marks of 
his munificence. I was even mortified at thofe 
inftanees of his liberality,- which my fituation 
compelled me to receive, left, being but litre 

ac- 
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acquainted with my difpofition, he fhould fufpect 

me of being interefted in my love, and judge 

my conduct by the malicious reports of common 

fame, which (he afterwards owned) had at firft 
obtained fuch credit with him, that he believed 
our mutual attachment would not be of long du- 
ration. But, in this particular, he was foon unde-= 
ceived: his heart, though naturally adapted for — 
the melting paffion, had hitherto efcaped un- 
touched by all the ladies of Italy and France ; 
‘and therefore the firft impreffions were the more 
deeply fixed. As he was unpractifed in the ways 
‘of common gallantry and. déceit, the ftriking 
‘fimplicity in his chara@ter was the more likely to 
engage the heart of one who knew the perfidy 
of the world, and defpifed all the farce and bom- 
baft of fafhionable profeffion, which I had always 

confidered as the phrafe of vanity and oftenta- 
tion, rather than the genuine language of love. 

Befides, gratitude had a confiderable fhare in aug- 

menting my affection, which manifefted itfelf in 

fuch a warm, cordial, artlefs manner, as in- 
creafed his efteem, and rivetted his attachment; 
for he could eafily perceive, from the whole te- 

nour of my conduct, that my breaft was an utter 

ftranger.to craft and difimulation: yet I was at 
firft fearful of contracting any engagement with 

him, becaufe, being younger than me, he might 

be the more apt to change, and the world might 

be malicious enough to fuppofe I had practifed 

upon his inexperience ; but, confcious of my 

own integrity, I fet flander at defiance, trufting 

to my own behaviour, and his natural: probity, 

for the continuance of his love. Though: we 

did. not live together in the-fame houfe, tite 

-greateft part of our tume was fpent in each ones 
| eom- 


~- 


& 
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company; we dined and fupped at the fame ta- 
ble, frequented public places, went upon parties 
to the country, and never parted, but for a few 
hours in the night, which we paffed in the utmoft 
imp.tience to meet again. 

Ja this agreeable manner did the days roll on, 
when my felicity was interrupted by a fit of jea- 
Joufy with which I happened to be feized. I had 
contracted an acquaintance with a young married 
lady, who, though her perfonal attractions were 
but flender, was, upon the whole, .an agreeable, 
chearful, good-natured companion, with a little 
dith of the coquette in her compofition. This 
woman being in very indigent circumftances, oc- 
cafioned by fome loffes her hufband had fuftained, 
no fooner had an opportunity of feeing and con- 
verfing with my lover, than fhe formed the de- 
fign of making a conqueft of him. I fhould 


have forgiven her for this fcheme, whatever. 


pangs it might have coft me, had I believed it 
the effect of real paffion; but I knew her too 


well, to fuppofe her heart was fufceptible of 


_ love, and accordingly refented it. In the execu- 
tion of her plan, fhe neglected nothing which 
fhe thought capable of engaging his attention. 
She took all opportunities of fitting near him at 
table, og’ed him in the moft palpable manner, 
directed ner whole difcourfe to him, trod upon 
his toes; nay, I believe, fqueezed his hand. 
My blood boiled at her, though my pride, for 
fome time, enabled me to conceal my uneafinefs ; 
till at length her behaviour became fo arrogant 
and grefs, that I could no longer fupprefs my in- 
dignation, and one day told my lover, that I 
would immediately renounce his correfpondence. 


2 He 
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He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected de- 
claration ; and when he underftood the caufe of 
it, aflured me, that for the future he would ne- 
ver.exchange one word with her. Satisfied with 

this mark of his fincerity and regard, I relcafed 
him {rom this promife, which he cculd not pof- 
fibly keep, while fhe and I lived upon any terms 3 
and we continued to vifit each other as ufual, 
though fhe. ftill perfifted in her endeavours to 
rival me in his affe€tion, and contracted an inti- 
macy with his companion, who feemed to enter- — 
tain a paflion for her, that fhe might have the 
more frequent opportunities of being among us; 
for fhe had no objection againft favouring the 
addrefles of both. One evening, 1 remember, 
we fet out in my coach for the opera; and in the 
way, this inamorata. was fo bufy with her feet, 
that I was incenfed at her behaviour ; and whea 
we arrived at the place, refufed to alight ; but, fet+ 
ting them down, declared my intention of return- 
ing home immediately. She wasfo much pleafed 
- with this intimation, that fhe could not conceal the 
joy fhe felt at the thoughts of converfing with 
him, uninterrupted by my prefence ; an oppor= 
tunity with which I had never favoured her be- 
fore. This open exultation increafed my anger 
and anxicty: J went home; but, being ftill tor- 
tured with the reflection of having left them to- 
gether, adjufted myfelf in the glafs, though I 
was too angry to take notice of my own figure, 
and without farther delay returned to the opera. 
Having inquired for the box in which they fat, 
I took poffeffion of one that fronted them, and 
reconnoitring them,., without.ibeing. perceived, 
had the fatisfa@tion of feeing him removedto as 
great a diftance from her as the place would Ja 
mity 
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mit, and his head turned another way. Com- 
pofed by this examination, I joined them with- 
out further fcruple, when my young gentleman 
exprefled great joy at my appearance, and told 
me he was determined to have left the entertain- 
ment, and come in queft of me, had not I re- 
turned at that inftant. | on 

In our way homewards, my rival repeated her 
ufual hints, and with her large hoop almoft over- 
fhadowed my lover from my view : upon which 
my jealoufy and wrath recurred with fuch vio- 
lence, that I pulled the ftring, asa fignal for the 
coachman to ftop, with a view of getting out, 
and going home afoot ; a ftep which would have 
afforded a new fpectacle to the people of Paris. 
But I reflected, in a moment, upon the folly of 
fuch a refolution, and foon recollected myfelf, 
by calling my pride to my affitance. I deter- 
mined, however, that fhe fhould act no more 
fcenes of this kind in my prefence, and that fame 
night infifted upon my lover’s dropping all inter- 
courfe and connexion with this tormentor. He 
very chearfully complied with my defire, and was. 
even glad of an occafion to break off his acquaint- 
ance with a perfon about whom I had plagued 
him fo much, 

Thus was I freed from the perfecution of one 
of thofe creatures, who, tho’ of little confe- 
quence in themfelves, are yet the pefts of fo- 
ciety, and find means to deftroy that harmony 
which reigns between two lovers, by the intru- 
fion of a loofe appetite, void of all fenfibility and 
difcretion : having no feeling themfelves, they 
cannot fympathize with that of other people, and 
do mifchief out of meer wantonnefs. - 

y 
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My lover being obliged to go to England, had 
fettled me in a genteel houfe in Paris, with a 
view of returning when his affairs fhould be ad- 
jufted ; but when thé time of his departure ap- 
proached, he began to be uneafy at the profpect 
of feparation, and, in order to alleviate his 
anxiety, defired me to accompany him to Ca- 
lais, where we ftayed together three or four 
days, during which the dread of parting became 
more and more intenfe: fo that we determined 
upon niy following him into England, by the 
firft opportunity, where I fhould live altogether 
ancog, that I might be concealed from the inqui- 
ries and attempts of my lord. Even after this 
refolution was fixed, we parted with all the ago- 
nies of lovers who defpair of ever meeting again ; 
and the wind blowing very high after he had im- 
barked, increafed my fears. But by the return 
of the packet-boat, I was bleffed with the report 
of his being fafe arrived in England, and had the 
fatisfaction of perufing his letters by every poft. 
My admirer being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were intirely employed in concerting 
fome private method of conveying myfelfto him. 
As I would not truft myfelf in the common 
packet, for fear of being difcovered, after hav- 
ing revolved divers fchemes, I determined to tranf- 
port myfelf in one of the Dutch fifhing-boats, 
tho” I knew the paflage would be hazardous ; 
but, in a cafe of fuch interefting concern, I over- 
looked all danger and inconvenience. Before I 
put this refolution in practice, I was fo fortunate 
as to hear of a {mall Englith veffe) that arrived at 
Calais with a prifoner of war, in which I em- 
barked with my companion, and another lady; 


who lived with me for fome time afterwards : 
a 
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and when we came on board, difcovered that the 
fhip was no other than a light collier, and that 
her whole company ainounted to no more than 
three men. Neverthelefs, tho’ the fea was fo 
rough, and the weather fo unpromifing, that no 
other boat would venture to put to fea, we. ft 
fail, and between two ftorms, in about three 
hours arrived in fafety at Dover.. . 

From hence my firft companion went to her 
friends, in the ftage-coach, while the other lady 
and J hired an open poft-chaife (tho’ it {nowed 
very hard) and without any accident performed 
our journey to London, where I met with .my 
lover, who flew to my arms in all the tranfports 
of impatient joy ; and, doubtlefs, I deferved his 
afteCtion, for the hardfhips, perils, and difficul- 
ties I had undergone to be with him ; for I never 
{crupled to undertake any thing practicable, in 
order to demonftrate the fiincerity of what I pro- 
felled, 3 : 

In confequence of our plan,. I afumed a ficti- 
tious name, and never appeared in publick, be- 
ing fully fatished and happy in the company .and 
converfation of the man I loved; and when he 
went into the country, contented myfelf .with 
his correfpondence, which he. pundtually main-. 
tained, in a feries of letters equally fenfible, fine 
cere and affectionate. . | ree 

Upon his return to town for the remainder of 
the feafon, he devoted the greateft part of his 
time to our mutual enjoyment; Jeft me with re- 
Juctance, when he was called away: by indifpen- 
fible bufinefs, and the civility which was. due to his 
acquaintance, and very{feldom went to any place of 
publick entertainment, becaufe I could. not accom= 
pany and fhare with him in the diverfion ; nay, 

o 
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fo much did I ingrofs his attention, that one even- 
ing, after he had been teized into an agreement 
of meeting fome friends at a play, he went thi- ~ 
ther precifely at the appointed hour, and as they 
did not arrive punctually atthe very minute, he re- 
turned to me immediately, as much rejoiced at his 
efcape as if he had met with fome fignal deliverance. 
Nor was his conftancy inferior to the ardour of 
his love : we went once together to a ballin the 
Hay-market, where, in the midft of a thoufand 
fine women, whofe charms were inhanced by the 
pecuharity of the drefles they wore, he remained 
unfhaken, unfeduced, preferving his attachment 
for me, in fpite of all temptation. 

- In the fummer he provided me with a houfe in 
the neighbourhood of his own ; but the accom- 
modations being bad, and that country affording 
no other place fit for my refidence, he brought. 
-me home to his own feat, and by that ftep raifed 
an univerfal clamour, tho’ I faw no company, 
and led fuch a folitary life, that nothing but ex- 
ceffive love could have fupported my fpirits: not 
but that he gave me as much of his time as he 
could poffibly fpare from the neceflary duties of 
paying and receiving vifits, together with the 
avocations of hunting, and other country amufe- 
ments, which I could not partake. Formerly, 
indeed, I ufed to hunt and fhoot, but I had left 
off both 3 fo that I was now reduced to the alter- 
native of reading and walking by myfelf: but, 
E:ve made up for ali deficiencies to me, who think 
nithing elfe worth the living for !—Had I been 
bleffed with a partner for life, who could have 
loved fineerely, and infpired me with a mutual 
fiame, 1 would have ajked no more of fate. Inte- 


reft and ambition have no fhare in my a ; 
9U0 
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love which is pleafure,. or pleafure which is love, 
makes up the whole, A heart fo difpofed cannot- be 
devoid of other good qualities ; it muff be fubjed? to 
the impreffions of humanity and benevolence, and 
enemy to nothing but itfelf. This you will give me 
leave to affirm, in juftice to myfelf,.as I have. 
frankly owned my failings and mifconduct.. , . 
’ Towards the end of fummer my heart was a 
little alarmed by a report that prevailed, of my 
lover’s being actually engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riage: however, I gave little. credit to this ru- 
mour, till was obliged to go to town. about 
bufinefs, and there I heard the fame information 
confidently affirmed. Tho’ I ftill. confidered x - 
as a vague furmife, I wrote to him. an account of 
what I had heard ; and in his anfwer, which is 
ftill in my poffeffion, he affured me, with re- 
peated vows and proteftations, that the report 
was altogether falfe. Satisfied with this declarar 
tion, I returned to his houfe ; and tho’ the tale 
was inceflantly thundered in my ears, ftill be- 
lieved it void of all foundation, till my fufpicion 
was awaked by a very inconfiderabie circum- 
ftance. | Sk extn f 
One day, on his return from hunting, I per- 
ceived he had a very fine pair. of Drefden ruffles 
on his fhirt, which I could not fuppofehe would 
wear at fuch a ruttic exercife ; and- therefore mj 
fears immediately took the alarm. When 
queftioned him about this particular of his drefs, 
his colour changed; and tho’ he attempted, to 
elude my fufpicion, by imputing it to a miftake 
of his fervant, I could not seft.fatished with this 
account’ of the’ matter, but ‘inquired into the 
truth with fach eagernéfs and” penetration, ythat 
hé could not deny he had been to cube a vilit 5° 
, and, 


‘ 
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and, by degrees, I even extorted from him a cone 


_ feffion, that he had ehgaged himfelf farther than 
‘he ought to have proceeded, without making me © 


acquainted with his defign, ‘tho’ he endeavoured 


to excufe’ his condudt, and pacify my difpleafure, . 


by faying that the affair would not be brought to 


_ bear for a great while, and perhaps might never | 


come ‘to a determination: but he was in great 
confufion, and indeed hardly knew what he 
Wide ee = yn : 


T would’ have quitted his houfe that moment, 


had not he, before-hand, obtained a promife that 
T would take no rafh refolution of that kind, and 
_put'it out of my power to procure any method of 
conveyance by which I could make my retreat. 
‘I gave no vent to reproaches, and only upbraid- 
ed him with his having permitted me to return 


' An" ignorance to the country, after I was once 


hae gone: upon which he fwore that he could 
not bear the thoughts of parting with me. This 


declaration was a myftery at that time, but I 


have been fince fo fully fatisfied of his reafons 
for his condu@, that I heartily acquit him of all 
injuftice, to me. And indeed, it is my fincere . 
opinion, that if ever young man deferved to be 


happy, he is certainly intitled to that’ privi- 
lege; and, if I may be allowed to Judge, has ~ 


an heart fufceptible of the moft refined enjoy- 
ment. = on 
The violence of the grief and confternation 
which I fuffered from this ftroke, having a little 
fubfided; ‘I deliberated ' with myfelf about the 
mieafures I fhoutd take,’'and deterfnined to leave 
Vou. 1 


“ * 
= 


his houfe fomie day when he thould be abroad: ~‘Y 


bo Was 


Vie 
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was encouraged in this refolution by the advice of 
our Scotch friend, who came about this time 
from London, ‘on.a vilit to his fellow-traveller :. 
-we thought fuch an abrupt departure would be 
Yefs fhocking than to ftay and take a formal leave 
of my lover, whofe heart.was of {uch a delicate 
frame, that after I told him I fhould one day 
withdraw myfelf, in his abfence,.he never came 
home from the chace, or any other avocation, 
without trembling with apprehenfion that I had. 
‘7 ie 


Sfcaped. 

After he had been fome time accuftomed to. 
thefe fears by my previous. intimation, I at length 
decamped, in good earneft, tho’ my heart aked 
upon the occafion, becaufe I left him loving and: 
beloved} for his affeftion was evident, notwithe- 
ftanding the ftep-he had taken, by the advice and : 
importunity of all his relations, who laid a dit 


agreeable reftraint upon his inclinations, while - 


pat confulted his intereft in.every other parti- 

cular. : 

_ While I halted in the next great town, until: 
Tcould be fupplied with frefh horfes, I was vifited 

‘by a gentleman who had been formerly. intimate. 
with my lover ; but a breach had happened in- 
their friendfhip, and he now came to complain 

of‘ the treatment he had received. Perceiving 

- that I was not in a humour to liften to his ftory, . 


he fhifted the converfation to my own, and ob- . 


ferved, that I had been extremely il uféd. I* 
told him I was of a different opinion: that it 
was not only juft; but expedient, that a young - 
man of Mr, ————’s fortune fhould think of 
making fome alliance to ftrengthen and fappore 


- 
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the intereft of his family ; and that I. had no- 
thing to accufe him of but his Ictting me remaia 
fo long in ignorance of his intention. He then. 
gave me to underftand, that I was ftill ignorant 
ofa great part of the ill ufage I had received, af- 
firming, that while I- lived in his houfe, he had 
amufed himfelf with all the common women in 


that town, to fome of whom this gentlemaa 


had perfonally introduced him. 

At firft, I could not believe this imputation ; 
but he fupported his affertions with fo many con- 
vincing circumftances, that I could no longer 


‘doubt the truth of them ; and I felt fo much re- 


fentment, that my love vanifhed immediately 
into air. Inftead of proceeding in my journey ta 
London, I went back a confiderable way, and 
fent a meflage, defiring to fee him in a little 
houfe, about mid-way between his own habita- 
tion and the town from -whenee I came. He 
obeyed my fummons, and appeared at the place 
appointed, where I reproached him with great 
bitternefs. He pleaded guilty to the charge, fo 
far as acknowledging that he had correfponded 
with other women lately, in order to get the bet- 
ter of his affe€tion for me, but the experiment 
had failed, and he found that he fhould be for, 
ever miferable. oe of 

I did not look upon this candid confeffion es a. 
fufficient atonement for his paft diffimulation,,. 
and, in the fharpnefs of my revenge, demanded 
a fettlement, which he peremptorily refufed ; fa 
that, for the prefent,, we held each other in the. 
utmoft contempt. Indeed, I afterwards delpifed, 
myfelf for’ my condefcenfion, which was owing 
to the advice of my companion, fupported and 
inflamed by the fpirit of refentment. Neverthe- 

Vo. IIL. M lefs, 
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Jefs, he begged that I would return to his houfe, 
or ftay all night where I was ; but I was deaf ta 
his intreaties, and, a‘ter a great deal of ironi- 
cal civility on my fide, I took my leave, and 
went away 3 yet, before I fet-out, I looked back, 
and faw him on horfeback, with fuch an air of 
Aimplicity and truth, as called up a profound figh, 


’ notwithftanding all that had paffed in our con- 


verfation, ee 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings 
in Leicefter-Fields, and anfwered a letter which 
I had fome months before received from my lord ; 
telling him, that I would go home to him, with- 
out ftipulating for any terms, to try what effea 
my confidence would have upon his generofity. 
He readily embraced the offer, and took an houfe 
in St. James’s ftreet, where I propofed to com- 
ply with his humour in every thing that was 
confiftent with my own peace and tranquil- 
lity. | | see 
Mean while, my lover paffed his time very 
difagreeably in the country, with his friend, of 
whom (it feems) he had conceived fome jealoufy, 
swhich was increafed by a letter I wrote to that 
gentleman, till he was made acquainted with the 
contents, which he read over forty times ; and 
then his paffion breaking out with more violence 
¢han ever, he not only expreffed his feeling, in 
an epiftle which I immediately received, but 
when he came fo town, {uffered fuch agoniés of 
giefpair as I bad never feen before, except in lord 
B——. It was then in my power to have taken 
ample revenge upon him, as well as upon my © 


Anfolent rival, who had infifted opon my ‘leaving 


his'koufe, in a very abrupt manner, tho’ hé ab- 
folutely refused to gratify her malice ; for he was 
now 
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noW difpofed to do any thing for my fatisfaction + 
but I knew his worth, and-had too much regard 
for his reputation to advife him fo a@ incon- 
fiftent with his honour. ) 
About this time, many tender meetings and 
forrowful partings happened between usy till the 
marriage-knot was tied, when he fent me a 
bank-note for a thoufand pounds, by way of {pe- 
cimen (as he called it) of his friendfhip, and of 
what he would do for me, fhould I ever want 
his affiftance.. This mark of his generofity I re- 
ceived in a moft tender billet, which I fhall never 
part with, together with his picture fet in dia~ 

mionds ©. 7, | 
~ I now employed my thoughts in keeping mea- 
fures with my lord; we fay in the fame apart- 
ment, and for the firft four or five months I nei- 
ther dined nor fupped abroad, above twice ; and 
then he knew where I was, and approved of my 
company. But all this complacency and cir- 
cumfpe@tion had no effect upon his temper, 
which remained as capricious and diffatisfied as 
ever. Nay, to fucha provoking degree did this 
unhappy humour prevail, that one day, in the 
prefence of his lawyer, he harrangued upon my 
mifcondu fince our laft re-union 3; and very 
freely affirmed, that every ftep I had taken was 
diametrically oppofite to his will. = - ® dias 
’ Confcious of the pains I had been at to pleafe 
him, I was fo incenfed at thefe unjuft inveGives, 
that ftarting up, I told him he was a litte dirty 
fellow ; and would have left the houfe imme- - 
diately, had not his lawyer, and others, who 
were in the next room, interpofed, and.by dint 
of argument and importunity diverted me from 
my purpofe, By the giae have been a are 
“3 2 a A 
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by a perfon of rank, that my lord difcovered ex- 
actly the fame difpofition. in his father’s life-time, 
and only changes the fubject of his complaint. 
from the word father tothat of wife. Indeed 
he takes -all opportunities of plaguing my dear 
parent, as he has juft fagacity enough to know, 
that this is the moft effectual way he can take 
to diltrefs me. | Bs 
. After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes 
of making him happy, or of finding myfelf eafy 
in my fituation ; and live with him at prefent to 
avoid a greater inconvenience. Not that his ill- 
nature is all the grievance of which J complain :. 
exclufive of the perfonal difguft I entertain for 
him, his-folly is of that fpecies which difobliges 
rather than diverts, and his vanity and affccta- 
tion altogether intolerable ; for he aQtually be-. 
lieves himfelf, or at leaft would impofe himfelf. 
upon mankind, as a pattern in gallantry and. 
tafte; and, in point of bufinefs, a perfon of in- 
finite fagacity and penetration: but the moft ri- 
diculous part of his character is his pretended tae. 
lent for politics, in which he fo deeply concerns 
himfelf, that he has difmiffed many a good fer-. 
vant, becaufe he fufpected him of having wrong, 
connexions ; a theme upon which he has often 
quarrelled with me, even almoft to parting, ac- 
cufing me of holding correfpondence with the, 
earls of B—- and C—, and Mr. H— V— tho’ I 
never had the leaft acquaintance with any of thefe 
gentlemen, except the earl of C——-,.to whom I 
have not fpoke for thefe ten years paft| 
In fhort, I have often been at a lofs t know, 
whether he was more mad or malicious in thofe - 
fits of enthufiafm, wherein he feemed tranfport- 
ed with zeal for the commonwealth, and tor- 
: | mented 
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mented me with his admonitions, out of all 
temper and patience. At length, however, I 
Contrived an expedient which freed me from 
thefe troublefome expoftulations, and filenced 
him effe€tually on the fcore of politicks. This 
was no-other than an open avowal of being con- 
nected with all thofe people whom I have nam- 
ed. Indeed, I knew him too well to believe 
there was any thing folid in his intention or pro- 
feffions, even when he carried them fo far as to 
demand a private audience of the K—, in order 
to communicate a fcheme for fuppreffing the re- 
bellion ; and that being denied, follicited the 
duke of D——’s intereft, for permiffion to raife 
and head a regiment of Kentifh fmugglers : nay, 
to fuch’a pitch did his loyalty foar, that he pur-. 
chafed a firelock of particular mechanifm, cal- 
tulated for the fafety of the bearer, in cafe he 
had been placed centinel at ‘his majefty’s door 5 
and kept his horfes teady’ caparifoned, with a 
view of attending his fovereign to the field. Not- 
withftanding all thefe pompous preparations, had 
he been put to the proof, he would have infal- 
libly crept out of his engagements, thro’ fome 
fneaking evafion, his imagination being very fer- 
tile in fuch faving pretences. Yet he will talk 
fornetimes fo fervently, and even. fenfibly, on 
the fubjedt, that a ftranger would miftake him 
for a man of underftanding, and determined zeal 
for the good of his country. 

Since my laft return to his houfe, that a& of 
parliament paffed, by which he was enabled to 
pay: his debts, and among the reft, a thoufand 
pounds of ‘my ‘contracting, the only burden of 
that kind I ever intailed upon him, exclufive of 
my pin-money, which was never regularly paid 
: M 3 . nor 
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nor would he have been fubject to this, had .he 
not, by his perfecution and purfuit, expofed me 
to an extraordinary expence. I have alfo had it 
in my power to reward fome of my faithful Abi- 
gails ; in particular, to relieve from extreme di- 
ftrefs that maid. to whom (as.I.have already ob- 
ferved) lord B— granted an annuity, which fhe 
had fold ; fo that fhe was reduced to the moft 
abje& poverty, and I found her in a difmal hole, 
with two infants, perifhing for want ; a fpectacle 
-which. drew tears from my eyes, and indeed 
could not but make a deep impreffion -upon an 
‘heart like mine, which the mifery of my. felow- 

creatures never failed to-melt. . 
Nox did. J, upon this occafion, forget the at- 
tachment and fidelity of my other woman Mrs. 
_S—, who hearing | was robbed in my paflage 
thro’ Flanders, had generoufly relinquifhed the 
allowance I had fettled upon her at parting. The 
exercife of fuch.a&s of. humanity and benevo- 
lence, and the pleafure of feeing my dear and 
tender parent often, .in fome meafure alleviate 
the chagrin to which I am fubje&t, from the dif- 
agreeable difpofition of my lord, who, confiftent 
with his former inconfiftency, upon our laft re- 
conciliation chearfully. agreed to a propofal, I 
made of having concerts in the houfe, and even 
approved of the fcheme with marks of. particular 
_ fatisfaction : but. before one half of the ,winter 
was expired, he found means to banifh all the 
company, beginning with lord R— B—, who, 
as he walked up ftairs one evening, , was {topped 
by a footman, who plainly, told him he had or- 
ers to fay to him in particular, that his lordfhip 


was not at home: yet the very Rexrey peers 
ing together in 


ig 


4 


_ 10g that nobleman and me wal 
__ the park, he joined ug with an air of alacrity, as 
if 
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if no fuch thing had happened, and even be~ 
haved to lord R—— with the moft fawning 
complaifance. His deportment was equally ab- 
furd and impertinent to the reft of our friends, 
who forfook ‘us gradually, being tired of matn- 
taining ay friendly communication with fuch a 
difagreeable compofition: of ignorance and arro- 
ganee. For my own part, ‘I look upon him as 
utterly incorrigtble ; and as fate hath fubyected 
sme to his power, endeavour to make the bitter 
draught go down, by detaching myfelf, as much 
‘as poffible, from the fuppofition that there is any 
Tach exiftence ‘upon eatth. Indeed, if 1 had not’ 
‘fatal experience of the ‘contrary, I fhould: be’ apt 
to believe that fuch a ehata¢ter is not to be found 
amorig the fons of men; becaufe his conduct is 
altogether unaccountable by the known rules 
and maxims of life, and falls intirely under the 
poet’s obfervation, when he fays, : 


-- *Tis true, no meaning puzzles more than wit: 


Her ladythip having thus concluded her ftory, 
to the entertainment of the company, and the 
‘ admiration of Peregrine, who expreffed his afto~ 

nifhment at the variety of adventure fhe had un- 
dergone, which was fuch as he thought fufficient’ 
-te-deftroy the moft hardy and robuft conftitution, 
and therefore infinitely more than enough ‘to 
“overwhelm one of her delicate frame ;_ one of the 
gentlemen prefent, roundly taxed her with want 
of candour, in: fappreffing fome circumftances of . 
her life, which he thought effential in the confi- 
deration of her charatter, “9° 0 I 

She reddened: at this peremptory charge, which 
had. an evident effect upon the countenances' of 
the whole audience, when the accufer proceeded 

5 M 44). Be eee tea iB to 
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to explain his imputation, by obferving, that, in 
the courfe of her narration, -fhe had omitted to 
mention a thaufand acts of uscommon charity, 
of which he himfelf knew her to be guilty ; that 
fhe had concealed a great many advantageous 
propofals of marriage, which fhe might have 
accepted, before fhe was engaged; that -fhe 
had not fpoke one word of her firft hufband’s 
debts, which, to his certain knowledge, fhe had 
paid out of her own privy purfe, after her fecond 
marriage, and on that account received the 
thanks cf lord W——’s elder brother, who, 
though he had undertaken to difcharge them, de- 
layed the execution of his purpofe longer than 
fhe thought they fhould remain unpaid : and that, 
in relating her inducements for leaving Mr. S—y 
(whether out of forgetfulnefs, or from tender- 
nefs to a lover once fo dear to her, he would not 
pretend to fay) fhe had omitted a very cogent 
motive for her own conduct; for as he had firft 
courted her favour in her rifing fortune, and left 
her in its decline, fhe could not avoid refleGing, 
that, after this precipitate re-engagement, when 
the fitft tranfports of their meeting were over, 
he would again aét the fame conduct, as foon as 
her tranquillity fhould be difturbed by the perfe- 
cution of her lord. 
The company were agreeably undeceived by. 


this explanation ; which ber ladyfhip acknow-. 
Icdged in very polite terms, as a compliment 


equally genteel and unexpected : and our. hero, 


after having teftified the fenfe he had of her. 
‘complaifance and condefcenfion, in regaling him. 
with fuch a mark of her confidence and efteem,. 
took his leave, and went: home in a fate. of.. 
confufion and perplexity; for, from the cir-. 
cumftances of the tale he had heard, he plainly 


pele 
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perceived, that her ladyfhip’s heart was too de- 
licate to receive fuch incenfe, as he, in the ca- 
pacity of an admirer, could at prefent pay; be- 
caufe, though he had in fome meafure abridged 
‘the empire of Emilia in his own breaft, it was 
not in his power to reftrain it fo effeQually, but 
that it- would interfere with any other fovereign 
whom his thoughts fhould adopt: and, unlefs 
lady —— could ingrofs his whole lov~, time 
and attention, he forefaw, that it would be 
impoffible for him to fupport the paffion which 
he might have the good fortune to infpire. He 
‘was, moreover, deterred from declaring his love, 
by the fate of her former admirers, who feemed 
‘to have been wound up to a degree of enthu- 
fiafm, that looked more like the effect of in- 
‘chantment, than the infpiration of human at- 
tractions ; an extafy of paffion which he durit 
not venture to undergo; therefore refolved to 
combat with the impreffions he had already re- 
ceived, and, if poflible, cultivate her friendfhip 
without foliciting her affetion: but, before he 
could fix upon this’ determination, he defired to 
know the predicament in which he ftood in her 
opinion ; and by the intelligence of Crabtree, ob 
tained in the ufual manner, underftood that her 
fentiments of him -were very favourable, though 
without the leaft tinéture of love. He wou!d have 
been tranfported with joy, had her thoughts of 
him been of a more tender texture; though his 
-reafon was better pleafed with the information he 
received ; in confequence of which, he muftcred 
up the ideas of ‘his firft paffion, ‘and fet them in. 
oppofition to thofe of this new and dangerous at- 
tachment ; by which means, he kept the balance 
in equilibrio, and his bofom tolerably quiet. 
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Peregrine am rs es bis imagination, by firghe i incupe 
fions upon the territory of vice and folly ; reforins 
A back-fliding brother, and fends a. si ae 

: fharper inte exile, 


TS heat << sha as it were, ghar s 
| between two objects that leflened the force 
of each other’s attraction, he took this op- 
‘portunity of enjoying fome refpite;-and for the 
prefent detached his fentiments from both; re- 
-folving to indulge: himfelf in the ‘exercife of that 
. practical fatire,, which was. fo agreeable and pe- 
-culiar to his difpofition. In this laudable determi- 
nation he was confirmed by. the repeated fugge- 
ftions. of his friend Cadwallader, who taxed him 
with letting his talents ruft in indolence, and fti- 
. mulated his natural vivacity, with a fucceffion of 
frefh difcoveries in the world of f{candal. - 

_ Thus reinforced, they took the field, and per- 
‘formed various exploits, to the mortification, 
aftonifhment and difmay of all thofe coxcombs, 
whether male or female, fierce or feeble, infolent 
or.tame, that hang like tatters oh the fkirts of 
- gallantry, and- bring the fafhion into difprace. 
As I might trefpafs upon the patience of the rea- 
der, in giving a minute detail of each adventure 
of this kind which they atchieved, I fhall content 
—myfelf. with relating two only, to which indeed 
: all. the reft bore fome refemblance.. 
> Peregrine’s intelligencer, : who (as we have’ al- 
: weady. ‘obferved) was -a privileged perfon’ in: all 
1 parties, happened one. morning to breakfaft with 
vafort of a great man, who, with ‘a large ftotk 
of 
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of timorous fuperftition and exterior piety, had 
at bottom a. fpice .of. carnality, which all his re- 
ligion could not extinguifh. Among the reft of 
his dependants, there was a certain favourite, 
who. by ‘the moft affiduous attention to his hu- 
mour,.in a courfe .of artful flattery and fervile 
complaifance, had infinuated himfelf fo far into. 
his confidence and efteem, that he now ated in 
the capacity of his counfellor and dire&tor, both 
in his fpiritual and temporal concerns. 
_. This cunning parafite having difcovered his 
patron’s infirmity, began tobe afraid, that in the 
Anftigations of the flefh, he might be tempted to 
employ fome other agent for the gratification of 
his appetite: and forefeeing that any minifter of 
this kind would infallibly prove a dangerous rival 
to him, in the good graces of his mafter, he re-- 
folved to anticipate the misfortune, and, with his: 
other offices, monopolize the functions of a Mer- 
cury, for which his talents were perfectly well 
adapted. But this was not the whole of his tafk; 
-he knew there were certain qualms and {cruples 
of confcience to be removed, as well as other 
motives of fhynefs and diftruft, which he durft 
not leave to the operation of his friend’s own de- 
_ fires, left he fhould choofe fome other confident 5 
he therefore obferved the different feafons of his 
conftitution, and culled the proper opportunities 
. of expreffing a relaxation in his fentiments of cha- 
ftity ; which being gratefully received, he pro- 
_.eeeded in the work of converfion, already half 
effected by his patron’s own paffions; and in 
conclufion, found a willing dame to quench this 
fire that. fcorched his vitals. He had-uvetnight 
obtained her confent, and the particulars -of.their 
-,meeting were adjufted, in: prefence of. Cadwal- 
esa M-6 lader, 
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lader, who gave his affociate to underfland that, 
with a view of keeping the rendezvous fecret 
and myiterious, as well as of faving the lovers 
that mutual confufion which the light muft have 
produced, the fcene of their interview was laid 
in a f{ummer-houfe, that ftood at the end of his 
garden, to which the lady and her conductor 
would be admitted in the dark, through a back- 
door that fhould be left open for the purpofe. 
Peregrine being made acquainted with thefe par- 
ticulirs, together with the hour of affignation, 
ordered Pipes to purchafe a live calf, and carried 
it in a fack, about the twilight, to the back- 
gatden-door, which our hero entered without he- 
stitation, difpofing himfelf and his attendants in a 
dark alcove immediately under the fummer-houfe, 
where (without difengaging the animal from its 
covering) he befmeared its front with liquid 


"- phofphorus, and directed Tom to unveil, and 


prefent it to the company at their approach, 
while he himfelf abfconded behind a pillar, from 
whence he could view the entertainment. “They 
had continued a whole hour in this fituation, 
when they perceived by ftar-light, three perfons 
enter the pcftern, and advance towards the place 
where they lay 3 upon which, Pipes began to dif- 
entangle his charge, that he might be ready to 
piay it off at the proper time 3 but, as he was not 
very expert in this bufinefs, the calf finding itfelf 
difengaged from its confinement, fprung all of a 
fudden out cf his hands, and running direétly for- 
wards, encountered thofe that. approached, an 

as it pafled them, uttered aloud Bae. ©. 

The gallant, whofe paffions were exalted to a 
pitch of ‘enthufiaftn;, as fufceptible of religious 
horror as of love, feeing fuch an apparition, when 
| he 
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he was at.the point of indulging a criminal appe- 
tite, and hearing the dreadful cry, accompanied 
with the terrible word damnation, which Pipes, 
in his peculiar tone, exckimed from the alcove, 


when. the animal made its efcape; he was feized 


with confternation and remorfe, and falling upda 
his face, lay in all the agonies of terror, believing 
himfelf ‘warned by a particular meflage from 
above. His trufty fquire, who was not quite fa 
viftonary,  recollecting himfelf from the furprize 


Ae had fuffered at ‘the firft appearance of fuch a 


glarmg phanomenon, which had alfo fuch an ef- 
fet upon the lady, that fhe ran out into the 
fields, {creaming all the way: I fay, heno fooner 
recovered the faculty of reflection, which this ac- 
cident had ‘for fome minutes.taken away, than 
he obferved his patron’s proftration ; and gueffing 
the condition of his thoughts, refolved to profit 
by his fagacity. He accordingly laid himfelf . 
gently down upon the cold walk, and lay very 
quietly, till the lover, having in a faultring voice 
called thrice upon his name, without being fa- 
voured with an anfwer, raifed himfelf up, and 
coming to the fpot, fhook him by the arm; upon 
which he feemed to wake from his trance, and in 
a moft penitent tone pronounced a very pious 
ejaculation, which confirmed the opinion of his 
principal, who afked him with fear and trembling, 
if he had heard the voice and feen thelight. Be- 
ing an excellent actor, he replied with all the 
marks of amazement, that -he was ftruck blind 
with a gulh of light, far exceeding that of the 
fun at noon,. and his ears appalled with a voice, 


ike the found of many waters; denouncing dam- 
nation to thofe who obey the lufts of the flefh. |. 


4 The 
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The converted lover,. though he was nat fen-. 
fible of fuch extraordinary circumftances of vifi- 
tation, implicitely believed every tittle of his ac- 
count, imputing the difference of his own per- 
 eeption to the weaknefs of his organs, which 
were fooner difturbed than thofe of his purveyor. 
He therefore propofed, that they fhould adjourn 
to the chamber which had been deftined for the 
fcene of his tranfgreffion, and with forrow and 
contrition afk pardon. of heaven for his intended 
offence, acknowledging at the fame time, the 
feafonable and falutary interpofition of providence. 
This duty was accordingly performed, after they 
had fearched in vain at the nymph, who (the 
fquire feemed to think) was conveyed by fome fu- 
pernatural means from the garden ;: for he faid, 
as he lay intranced upon the ground, he heard a 
rattling like the chariots of Aminadab, and the 
fhrieks of the young woman gradually finking ia 
a diftant cadence, as if fhe had been tranfported 
through the air. ao a 

As this pair of penitents walked up ftairs ‘to 
the fummer-houfe, the patron, in an. extafy 
of faith, pronounced, © After this tremen- 
dous fcene, who can be fo incredulous, fo 
dead to all conviction, as to doubt. the miracle 
of the loaves and fifhes, or the amazing cir- 
cumftances that attended the converfion of St. 
Paul?” While they were employed in the ex- 
ercife of their devotion, our hero and his atten- 
dant retired by the back-door, which opened in-. 
to the fields; and while Pipes went in purfuit of 
his calf, which had taken fhelter under the wall, 
his mafter proceeded forwards to the place. from 
whence he. had’ come, where he, had: agreed ‘t 
mect Cadwallader, and communicate ihe (ueceh 
: . oo oF 
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ef his enterprize, with which he was perfectly 
well pleafed. In croffing the field that lay be- 
twixt him and that part of the town for which 
he was bound, he chanced to pafs by a heap of 
‘wood, upon which he perceived.a woman, tole- 
rably well drefled, fitting, and holding a fmel- 
Jing-bottle to her nofe. He immediately gueffed 
her to be the lady whom he had interrupted in 
her affignation ; and thinking it was incumbent 
upon hinr to make fome atonement for the in- 
jury he had done, he accofted her with great po- 
litenefs and refpect, telling her, he prefumed, 
from her being in fuch a folitary place, at fuch an 
hour, that fhe had met with fome misfortune ; 
and that, if fhe: would put: herfelf. under his pro- 
tection, he would defend her from any farther 
infule. 

His conjecture was right; this was the indi- 
vidual inamorata who had fled from the garden, 
and who was fo terrified at the vifion, the mean- 
ing of which fhe could not comprehend, that 
fhe found herfelf unable to. proceed farther home- 
wards, ‘and fat. down on.a log of. woad,. to enjo 
a little paufe of reft, and: endeavour to recollect 
her difipated fpirits. She had not. yet got the 
better of her apprehenfion, which was rather in- 
_ creafed by ‘the darknefs of the hight and the lone- 
lincfs of the place}; fo’that fhe, without fcruple, 
embraced the offer of a perfon who behaved with 
fuch gentle addrefs: and as fhe was enervated by 
fear, he carefully fupported her. in walking, wit 
his arm round her wait, encouraging her. all the 
way with aflurances of fafety,. and expreffing his 
curiofity to know the adventure, in confequenceé 
of which fhe had occafion for affiftance, She 
Spoke very little during her paflage arog 
i 1 bf 
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field, becaufe, notwithftanding his profeffions and 
appearance, he was ftill a ftranger ; and therefore 
fhe could not be altogether eafy, while fhe 
thought herfelf abfolutely in his power: but, 
when they entered the town, and mingled with 
the concourfe of people that. pafs and repafs 
through all the ftreets of this metropolis, her dif- 
fidence intirely vanifhed, and her converfation 
‘became altogether unreferved. : 
The remembrance of what had difcompofed 
her fo much in the garden, now afforded fubjec&t 
for her mirth ; and when her conductor ftill re- 
peated his defire of information, fhe could not help 
laughing heartily, at the circumftances which his 
queftions recalled. Encouraged by this mani- 
feftation of good humour, -he obferved, that as 
her fpirits were exhaufted by the fatigue and dif- 
quiet fhe had undergone, it would be impoffible 
for her to walk much farther, and begg’d fhe 
would ftep with him into the next tavern, where 
they might fend for an hackney-coach or chair, 
in which fhe would be conveyed to her own lodg- 
ing. After much intreaty, fhe cenfented to his 
propofal ; and he had the pleafure to fee, that fhe 
was a very handfome young woman, about the 

age of eighteen. . : 
The joy he felt at this difcovery lightened in 
his eyes; nor was fhe able to-conceal a certain 
alacrity and fatisfaétion that appeared in her 
countenance, when fhe obtained a diftina view 
of her protector’s perfon. In fhort, fhe was pre- 
vailed upon to drink a glafs of wine; and Pere- 
grine prefuming upon his Knowledge of her ad- 
venture, began to make love with great vehe- 
mence. At firft, fhe pretended to take offence 
at his prefumptions but, perceiving from certain 
| in- 
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infinuations which he artfully dropp’d, that he 
was better acquainted with her character than 
fhe had imagined, her fhynefs gradually wore off, 
and they foon came to a fatisfactory explanation ; 
in the beginning of which, he frankly unravelled 
the whole myftery of the apparition: a difeovery 
which had almoft proved fatal to her, from the 
violence of mirth it produced; and fhe as can- 
didly difclofed her own private hiftory. She told 
him, that her lover’s honourable agent had for 
merly lived in the houfe of her mother, who 
being a poor widow, fupported her family by 
letting lodgings’; that he had, by the opportu- 
nities of familiarity and friendfhip, employed 
his arts upon her, and aétually debauched 
this girl, when fhe was no more than fifteen years 
of age; that upon the remonftrances of her mo- 
ther, who detected their correfpondence, by 
' perceiving fhe was with child, he had quitted 
the houfe, with an abfolute refufal to provide for 
her ; fo that fhe was obliged to fue him for the 
maintenance of the infant, and reduced to the 
neceflity of receiving gallants in private; though 
fhe had always managed her occupation in fuch 
a manner, as to preferve her character unfuf- 
pected in the neighbourhood: and laftly, that 
her firft feducer had lately renewed his correfpon- 
dence, by dint of prefents and apologies, and 


procured her as a virgin for his patron, who 


had promifed fo fettle fome fmall provifion upon 
her for life. | 
Peregrine comforted her for her difappoint- 


ment, by reciting what he had overheard of the - 
converfation that paffed in’ the garden, after fhe . 
made her elopement ; from whence he inferred,. 

that her intereft would faffer no prejudice soe | 


3 
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that interruption; becaufe, in all probability, 

her intended lover’s fleth would foorr get the better 

ef the fpirit again, in fpite of a thoufand appa- 
ritions ; in which cafe, he would again have re= 

courfe to her compliance ; or, fhouki his fuper- 

ftition prevail, he would look upon. himfelf as in 

duty: and confcience bound, to enable her, by a 

fuitable fettlement, to withftand fach temptations. 

for the future. - 

She feemed to concur with his opinion, and 

was perfeGily fatisfied with that expectation, 

while our hero was more and ‘more engaged by _ 

her eafy and agreeable deportment. Her conver - 

fation was that of a gay libertine, who had a. 

good fhare of fenfe and imagination, which, with. 

a natural vivacity, fhe employed in accommo- 

dating herfelf to the humour of her gallant: but 

‘his ears were not difgufted with the naufeous ri- 

baldry and vulgar execrations. whicly chara&erife 

the difcourfe of thofe nymphs, whofe temporary - 
endearments are folicited by the diftinguifhing 

‘youth of this refined age. Ina word, this acci- ’ 
‘dental meeting was produtive of very agreeable - 
confequences to both; and an intimacy of inter- ~ 
-courfe immediately commenced, the refult of 

which was, her promifing to referve her favours 
“for him alone, till farther notice, and to enter 
‘into no meafures-with the vifionary, - but: fuch as 
the fhould know and approves - 

© Having paffed the evening with this new ac- | | 
quaintance, and informed himfelf of the particu- 
lars neceflary to be known, for the fupport of the 
‘ correfpondence they had eftablifhed, he favoured 
ber with fome marks of his-bounty, and-repaired 
to ‘the lodgings of his frierid Crabtree, ‘who was 
f> much incenfed at. his breach of punétitdlity, 
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that he ordered himfelf to be denied ; and when 
the young gentleman forced his entrance into his 
chamber, vt & armis, would not open his mouth ; 
but afluming the moft grim contraction of his 
countenance, fat in fullen filence, till the circum- 
{tances of the adventure, which his affociate knew 
how to relate to the greateft advantage, gradually 
unbended his features to an involuntary fmile, 
which foon dilated into an unreftrained laugh, 
alluring Peregrine of his forgivenefs and appro- 
bation: for though (as I have already obferved) 
this Mifanthrope had gained an abfolute afcen+ 
dency over the mufcles of his face, and, when 
under the eye of the world, could hugh inward- 
Jy, without betraying the leaft fymptom of mirth 
this felf-denial was not exerted without pains ; 
and therefore he, in private, indemnified himfelf 
for the trouble he was at, in preferving that in- 
flexible gravity in public. : 

Next day in the evening, owr adventurer vi- 
fited his. fatr Phillis, and undegftood that fhe had 
a meflage from the new convert, exhorting her 
to repentance and reformation, and promifing to 
Support her in her laudable endeaveurs, as foon as 
fhe fhould be difpofed to begin the great work. 


_At the fame time, his trufty meflenger had talked 


of his patron’s converfion in the moft ludicrous 
terms, accounted for the apparition, by affirm- 
ing, that it was no other than a dog, with a 
paper-lanthorn hanging to his neck, equipped in 
that manner by fome prentices for their diverfion ; 
that he had been thrown over the watl, with a 
view to frighten the fervants of the family; and 
not liking his quarters, no fooner perceived the 


_gatden-door opened, than he naturally ran to- 


wards it, in order to make his efcape, He paral 
Wi 
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wife frankly owned, that he had, with a view to 
his own intereft, encouraged his'lord and matter 
in his fuperftitious fears, and even counfelled him 
to execute, in the courfe of his penitence, a plan 
which he had formerly laid, of commencing au- 
thor, and efpoufing in print the caufe of mirdcles, 
againft the children of perverfenefs and incredu- 
lity : and in conclufion, this faithful advifer had 
made ftrong love on his own fcore, propofing to 
maintain a correfpondence with her, for which 
fhe would be amply recompenced by'the bounty 
of his patron, whom he undertook to deceive 

ith a feigned account of her repentance. . 
_ The wench, having an averfion to the cha- 
racter of this parafite, whom fhe had too great 
reafon to know, inftead of embracing his pro- 
pofal with chearfulnefs and alacrity, told him 
with an affected air of feverity, that howfoever 
his heart might be hardened againft the warnings 
of heaven, fhe had the internal comfort to find 
her own breaft touched with a due fenfe of her 
unworthinefs, and would, by the bleffing of pro- 
vidence, imitate the falutary example of his good. 
friend, to whom fhe intended to write an account 
of her inward workings, which fhe hoped were 
no other than the motions of the fpirit. | 

_Mr. Mercury hearing this unexpected: decla- 
ration, which was delivered with a face of pious 
refolution, immediately availed himfelf of tbat 
hypocrify, which he poffeffed to fuch a confum- 
mate degree; and after having protefted with 
great earneftnefs, that what he had faid, was ut-. 
tered with a view to try whether or not fhe was 
intirely mortified to all the lufts of the fleth, he. 
applauded her determination with. the moft lofty. 
encomiums, and admonifhed her to perfeverance, 

| in 
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in an enthufiaftic harangue ; during which, the 
tears actually gufhed from his eyes, and his looks 
adopted a fort of wildnefs and extatic ftare, as if 
he had been really tranfported. oe 
Though fhe faw through the difguife, fhe 
feemed convinced of his fincerity ; as a confir-— 
mation of which, he gave her his purfe, and 
took his leave, affuring her that fhe fhould never 
want, fo long as fhe could retain grace enough 
to perfiftin the happy work fhe had fo righteoufly 
begun. Peregrine approved of her behaviour, 
and having inftructed her with regard to her fu- 
ture condud, returned to his auxiliary and intel- 
ligencer, with whom he concerted another ftra- 
tagem, to be practifed upon a certain fhe-gamefter 
of fafhion, and a French adventurer, who, under 
the title of count, fupported with invincible ef~ 
frontery, and.a large ftock of finefle, had found 
means to introduce himfelf among the quality, 
from many of whom he had extracted large fums 
of money at play. Among thofe whom he laid 
under contribution, was this lady, who with all 
the inclination of a rank fharper, had fallen a fa- 
crifice to his fuperior talents, and become his 
debtor for five hundred pounds, which fhe could 
not pay without the affiftance of her hufband, 
whom fhe did not think proper to inform of the 
lofs.: She had for fome days evaded the demands 
of her creditor, by divers fpecious pretences, 
which, however, were foon exhaufted ; and he 
grew fo difagreeably importunate, as to threaten 
an application to her lord, if fhe would not dif- 
charge the debt immediately. 
The lady being a latitudinarian in her prin- 
ciples, and reduced to great perplexity by thefe 
menaces, could think of no other expedient to 
ex- 
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extricate herfelf, than that of praCtifing upoa 
the foreigner’s heart, which fhe ‘accordingly ‘af« 
failed with all. the .arts of coquetry, reinforced 
by a very agreeable perfon, to which fhe had 
been often indebted for fundry fortunate. events. 
Neverthelefe, in. all: probability: the woutd’ have 
found the. count impregnable, had not ‘Re, at 
this crifis, Juckily‘ met with fuch a flow of fuc- 
cefs, as elevated his:fancy, and opened his heart’ 
to amorous impreflions. In this ftate of exulta- 
tion did he firft perceive, or at leat acknowledge 
the attraétions of his debtor, to whom he, ina 
billet, declared his paffion, and frankly propofed 
the alternative, which it was-her fole aim to pro- 


cure. | ; 
After the neceflary fcruples of decent refuc- 
tance, the affair was compromifed, in the hear- 
ing of Cadwallader, who reported to his affo- 
ciate, that fhe had given the count an affignation 
atthe houfe of a difcreet matron, who, under 
the denomination of a milliner, kept commo- 
dious apartments for interviews of this kind. | 
Peregrine, who was not unknown to this 
prieftefs of love, no fooner received this intelli- 
gence, than he went and befpoke one of her 
chambers, contiguous to that which the foreigner 
had chofen. for his accommodation ; and fome 
time before the hour of their appointment, took 
poffeffion of it, accempanied by Crabtree, whom 
he had dreffed in woman’s apparel, becaufe the 
Mifanthrope would not run the rifque of “being 
obferved in propria perfona. — 2 =e oe 
The lovers, true to their contra€t, met pre- 
cifely at the hour; the lady having difguifed 
herfelf in an ordinary ‘difhabille, with a capuchin; 
the hood of which effectually concealed: her 
cour- 
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countenance ; and the door.of their apartment 
being fhut, the count found himfelf on the brink 
of enjoying his good fortune, when all of a fud- 
den, Peregrine, placing. himfelf.at the door, pro- 
nounced aloud,y:in the very voice and manner of 
her lard, .whom he perfonally knew, -* Stand 
firm upon your poft, Mr..Conftable, and take 
care that none fhall pafs,. while I break open the 
door, and make fure of the delinquent ; for now. 
I think her ladythip is fairly caught.”” - - 

_ This exclamation. produced an inftantaneous 
effect in the chamber: thecount, terrified at the | 


- profpect of immediate death or prefecution, ran 


dire&tly to the window, and throwing up the 
fafh, would have made-his exit into the ftreet, 
without ceremony; but my- lady, who never. 
doubted that her hufband was at the door, had. 
recourfe to that prefence of mind, which never. 
forfook her upon fuch occafions ; and feizing ber 
gallant by the collar, exalted her voice, crying, 
6S Rape! Murder! Rape! Ah villain! do you 
attempt my virtue? Are thefe the laces you in- 
vited me to come and fee? Ah, you beaftly 
montfter! Help, good people, help !”’ 

The noife of thefe outcries, (in confequence. 
of which Pickle immediately retreated to his 
den) alarmed the whole family. The landlady, 
whofe reputation was at ftake, ran up ftairs, -ac- 
companied by two chairmen, who. waited for 
my lady below; and the door being butft open 
by her directions, they found her jadyfhip in a 
violent agitation, holding faft by the count, who 
ftood without his perriwig, Making from head 
to foot, in all the ageny of. horror and. difinay.: 
My lady, finding herfelf delivered from the at- 
tempts of this ravifher, funk down upon a 

couc 
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couch in a fwoon; and while the matron of the 
houfe adminiftered to her neftrils, the chairmen 
fecured the poor gallant, whofe faculties were 
actually fuppreffed by the extafy of his fear. 

The lady having a little recollected her fpirits, 
and looking around, without perceiving her huf- 
band, concluded that he was fatisfied of her in- 
nocence, by the artifice of her behaviour, and 


omitted to thew himfelf, that fhe might not be | 


fhocked at his appearance. On this fuppofition, 
fhe renewed her clamour againft the count, whom 


fhe reviled with the epithets of perfidious wretch, - 


and abominable ruffian ; and expreffed her doubts 
about the honefty of the houfe, to which (fhe 
faid) he had decoyed her, on pretence of fhewing 
fome laces of a new pattern, that the milliner had 
received from abroad. 

The landlady was no ftranger to her perfon 
or character, and therefore had never doubted 
the truth of the count’s information, when he 
made her privy to the nature of this interview ; 
but her ladyfhip’s prefent behaviour, (the true 
caufe of which fhe did not know) intirely al- 
tered her opinion; and fhe now believed, that 
the count intended to have made her houfe the 


fcene of a rape in good earneft. This fuggeftion © 


divefted her of all regard for her cuftomer, 
againft whom {fhe exclaimed with great virue 
lence, as a perfon whohad endeavoured to in- 
tail the curfe of infamy upon her- houfe; and 


affured the plaintiff, that he had hired the apart- | 


ment for a young lady, whom he pretended to 


have privately efpoufed, without the confent of © 


her parents, from whofe inquiries he had reafons 
to conceal the place of her abode, 


The 
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The rueful foreigner, baited with their joint 
inveCtives, and more than half diftra€ted with’ 
the terrors-of an Englifh jury, never dream’d of 
attempting to vindicate himfelf from the imputa- 
tion he had incurred ; becaufe he imagined ‘the 
whole affair was the refult of a confpiracy apainft 
his life and fortune; but: falling upon his kaces’ 
before his accufer, ‘in the mroft fuppliant manner, 
implored her pardon; ‘which he offered .to ac-' 
knowledge by a /prefent of a thoufand pounds, 
Had thefe terms‘ ‘been feafonably propofed, mat- 
ters would foon have been brought to an accom- 


shodation ; but fhe could not decently enter into 


a treaty with him, in prefence of fuch witnefles ; 
and befides, fhe believed herfelf ftill under the - 
infpection of Her hufband, ~ She therefore rejected 
his proffer with difdain, obferving, that his guilt 
was of fuch a nature, as to preclude all hopes of 
forgivenefs ; and ordered the chairmen to take 
charge of his perfon, until he fhould be taken in- 
to cuftody by ar officer properly authorized. ' 
‘Having given thefe directions, at which the 
poor prifoner wrung his hands in horror and de- 
fpair, fhe withdrew with the matron into another 
room, in exvectation of being vifited by her huf- 
band; and after having waited’ fome time with 
manifeft impatience, could not forbear afking if 
there were any other lodgers in the houfe: when 
the landlady replied in the negative, fhe began to 
fift her wich a variety of queftions, in the courfe 
of which fhe learn’d, that not a foul had entered 
the houfe after her own arrival; and then con- 
jeCtured, that the voice fhe had miftaken for 
her hufband’s, muft have been part of a con- 
verfation that paffed: in the next ‘houfe, from 
which fhe was feparated by a thin party-wall. 
“Vou. III. N Th 
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“PT hiydlcovery “mortified He? in one refpedt, 
and ‘pléuféd her in another “the was chagrined at 
the difagreeable intetruption, ‘betatife it laid her 
der the neceflity of expoftiig” her Character to 
ae ‘inquiries of thofe whom her‘erjés had brought 
a her. affiftance ; toe ee the fame 
ime very well fitishied to find! that her lord was 
ignorant of the adveriture, “and thdt i¢ was now 
in her power’ to be revenged' upon thé count, for 
the feverity of his behaviour, whén’ he acted in 
the ‘capacity of her creditor. “She'therefore re- 
Ived 'ta extort a“fum of money from him, by 
Way Of “‘cdmpolitign’ ;"" ald, utrder- pretence of 
hu hing “up: 1. affairs! ‘Which’ tight ‘{otherwife) 
give fcaridal’ au. opportunity to befreé with her 
reputation, fignified ‘to her hoftefs, a defire of 
fegirig ttiatters compromifed. © ~~ 
. The prudent* milliner applauded’ her modera- 
tion, ‘by which fhe forefaw that her own cha- 
racter’ would éfcape cénfure’; and being favoured 
with her ladythip's confidence; went out imme~ 
diately, in order to communicate her propofals to 
the prifoner; but while thefe deliberations were 
upon the carpet,, he had employed his rhetoric fo 
fuecefsfully upon his guard; that they were pre- 
vailed' upont'te fet him ‘at hibetty, and make their 
own Tetreat, "at thé faitie tire.’ So that her la- 
fxs {theme proved abortive, and fhe was fain 
to retire to her ‘Own houfe, meditating further 
Verigeance upon the fugitive, who did not think 
propér tb ftand the brunt of her indignation ; but 
écainped that night for’ his Native country, in 
whith he ha alsa his retreat, fully per- 
fadep? “that hi Yuin Had been planned by a pow- 
erful cortfederacy in England, of which my lady 
was thé chief inftrument. | a 
Mean 
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Mean. while, our young gentleman and his 
tutor enjoyed the confternation and perplexity 
which they had produced, as an wholefome cha- 
ftifement beftowed upon a profligate virago, loft 
to all fenfe of ceconomy and decorum, and a juft 
punifhment infli@&ed upon an infamous adven- 
turer, who not only pillaged, but alfo difgraced 
the company by whom he was carefled. It was 
in confequence of this adventure, that Peregrine 
conceived a very ludicrous proje@, the execution 
of which furnifhed entertainment and admiration 
to all the fafhionable people in town. The ap- 
pearance of Cadwallader in.a female drefs, was fo 
uncouth and preternatural, that the good mil- 
liner, who chanced to be favoured with a glimpfe 


of him, as he went up ftairs with his fuppofed 


gallant, was not only aftonifhed, but affrighted — 
at.the peculiarity of his countenance ; and not- 
withftanding her well-tritd difcretion, which had 
never permitted her curiofity to exceed the 
bounds of complaifance, fhe could not forbear 
calling her fon Pickle into another room, after 
her.ladyfhip’s retreat; and afking with manifeft 
marks of confufion and difquiet, if the perfon. 
whom he had brought into her houfe, was really 
and bona fide a woman and a chriftian; at the 
fame time, expreffing her fufpicion, from the 
difpofition of his companion’s wrinkles, and the 
briftles that appeared upan her chin, that the 
was no better than a witch or 4 cofijurer, whcm 
he had employed to embroil and expofe her cu- 
ftomers by the art of forcery, for which fhe. 
prayed God would forgive him... ** Certain E 
am (faid fhe) the count and my lady went inte. 
the chamber with the difpofition of two lambs, — 
and in the twinkling of an eye, (Lord have 
Se@iy. 7 - Ne - BROT, 
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prefcribed a cordial whieh. in'a moment fet her 


t . re a C.H.A,P. eS ee es oe 

Et | erfugdes Cadwallader’ to affine the charafer 
: . “a magician, iM which } e acquires a great’ 
. foare of reputation, by bis refponfes' to’ three fe- 
. mnales of diftingtion, who feverally confult the 
- vefearches of lasart,) 7 

; ee ea ee Sor ee oa: 

¥ VER fulpicion of his aflociate, while it af- 
ial forded him fybje& for mirth, ftruck -his 
imagination ‘with an idea. which he could not help 
indulging and when he communicated the con- 
geit, to.Cadwallader, it in a moment acquired his 
approbation. “This notion. he imparted in a pro- 
_ pofal, to fubje& the town to their ridicule, by 
giving tefponfes in the charatter of a ‘profelfed 
¢con-~- 
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conjurer, to be perfonated by the old Mifan- 
‘ thrope, whofe afpe@ was extremely well calcu= 
lated for the purpofe. ‘The plan was. imme- 
diately adjufted in all. its’ parts; an apartment 
hired in an houfe accommodated ‘with a public 
ftair ; fo that people might have free ingrefs and 
egrefs, without being expofed to obfervation ;. 
and this tenement being furnifhed with the appa- 
Fatus of a magician, fuch as globes, telefcopes;. 
a.magic lanthorn, a fkeleton, a dried monkey, 
together with the fkins of an alligator, otter and 
{nake, the conjurer himfelf took poffeffion of ‘his 
eaftle, after- having, diftributed printed advertife- 
ments, containing. the payticulars of hig under-: 

Thefe bills foon operated according tothe with 
‘ef the projectors, <As,the price of the oracle 
was fixed at half a guinea, the public naturally 
concluded, that the author was no common for- 
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dertook to attend them to his apartment, ob- 
ferving, that it would be a yery eafy matter ‘to 
_ dete& the fellow’s ignorance, and po more than. 
common juftice:to chaftife:him for his prefump- 
tion. Though he could eafily perceive a great 
fund of credulity in the company, they affected 
to efpoufe his opinion, an pane nenod 
j : ‘ticular lady” 

of a frolic, agreed, cm One CA cate 
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fhould endeavour to baffle his att, by appearing 
before him in the drefs of her woman, who 
fhould, at the fame time, perfonate her miftrefs, 
and be treated as fuch by our adventurer, who 
promifed to fquire them to the place. ‘Thefe 
meafures being concerted, and the appointment 
fixed for the next audience-day, Peregrine fur- 
nifhed his friend with the neceflary information ; 
and when the hour of affignation arrived, con- 
duéted his charge to this oraculous feer. 

They were admitted by our hero’s valet de 
chambre, whofe vifage being naturally meagre 
. and {warthy, was adorned with artificial whifkers ; 
fo that he became the Perfian drefs which he 
wore, and feemed a very proper mafter of the 
" ceremonies to an oriental Necromancer. Having 
_croffed his arms upon his breaft, with an incli- 
nation of the head, he ftalked in folemn filence 
before them into the Penetralia of the temple, 
where they found the conjurer fitting ata table, 
_ provided with pen, ink and paper, divers books 
und mathematical inftruments, and a long white 
wand lying acrofs the whole. He was habited 
in a black gown and fur-cap, and his countenance, 
over and above a double proportion of philofophic 
gravity which he had affumed for the occation, 
was improved by a thick beard white as fnow, 
_that reached to his middle, and upon each fhoulder 
fat a prodigious large black cat which had been 
tutored for the purpofe. . 

Such a figure, which would have ftartled Pe- 
regrine himfelf, had not he been concerned in 
the myftery, could not fail to make an impreffion 
upon. thofe whom he accompanied. The fiéti- 
tious chambermaid, in fpite of-all her natural 
pertnefs and vivacity, changed colour when fhe 
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entered the room, and the pretended lady, whofe 
-intelle@s were not quite fo enlightened; * began to 
tremble in every ‘joint, and ejaculate: pétitioris to 
heaven for her fafety. ° Their -conductot ‘ad- 
" vancing to the table, prefentéd' his offertng,' ahd 
pointing to the /uivante, tolt hit,’ that lady de- 
fired to know what would “be her ‘deftiny ‘dh poine 
of marriage. The philofopler, withovt ‘lifting 
up his eyes to view the perfon‘in whofe delralf he 
was confulted, turned his ear to one of: the ‘fable 
familiars that purred upon: his -flrotilde¥, - and 
taking up the pen, wrote upon a detached! flip of 
paper thefe words, which Peregrine, at ‘the de- 
fire of the ladies, repeated aloud, ** Her deftiny 
will, ta a great meafure, depénd upon what hap- 
pened to her about nine o’clock in the morning, 
"on the third day of laft’December.””» = -” -* 

1 -’This fentence was no fooner pronounced, than 
the counterfeit lady uttered: a fearful {cteam; and 
ran out into the antichamber, exclaiming, * Chrift 
have mercy upon us! Sure’he is the. devil'incar- 
‘nate!’ Her’ miftref$, who ‘followed her with 
great confternation, infifted upon knowing ‘the 
tranfaction to which the refponfe alluded ; and 
Mrs. Abigail, after fome recollection, gave her 
to underftand, that fhe had an admirer, ‘who, ‘on 
the very hour and-day mentioned by the cunnihg 
man, had addreffed himfelf to her in a ferious pro- 
pofal of ‘marriage. This explanation, however, 
was more ingenious than candid; forthe admirer 
" ‘was no other than the identical Mr. Pickte hitn- 
felf, who was a meer dragon asrong the chammber- 
maids, and,. in his prevfous mmformation corm- 
muriicated to his aflociate, had given an account 
of. this affignation, with whictt he had becn fa- 
veured 5 Aaa aecainass Pan 2 
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- Our hefo féeing his company very much af- 
. feGed-with this circumftance of the wizzard’s art, 
‘which had almoft frighted both miftrefs and maid 
dato byfteric fits, pretended to laugh them out of 
their fears, by obferving that there was nothing 
extraordinary: in:this: inftance of his knowledge, 
mwhich might have been acquired by fome of thofe 
fosret-emiffaries whom fuch impoftoss are obliged 
 taiemploy for intelligence, or imparted by the 
‘over bimfelf,. who had, perhaps, come to con- 
fult him:. about. the fuccefs of his amour. En- 
couraged by this obfervation, or rather prompted 
-by::an infatiable cariofity, which was proof 
againft.all fort of apprehenfion, the difguifed lady 
geturned to the magician’s own apartment, and 
_-afluming the air of a pert chambermaid, ‘* Mr, 
Conjurer (faid fhe) now you have fatished my 
miftrefs, will you be fo good as to tell me, if 
, eyer [ fhall be. married?” ‘The fage, without the 
. dozft befitation, favoured her with an anfwer, in 
the following wards: ‘* You cannot be married 
_ before you are a widow ; and whether or not 
that will ever be the cafe, is a queftion which my 
, art¢eannot refolve, becaufe my foreknowledge ex- 
; seeds not the term of thirty years.” 
: , This reply, which at once cut her of from 
~ the pleafing profpect of feeing herfelf independent 
_dn, the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a mo- 
~wment clouded her afpe& ; all her good humour 
+ was:evertalt, and fhe went away, without fur- 
ther: inquiry, muttering, in the rancour of her 
. ghagrin, that-he was filly impertinent fellow, 
aad a: abeer quack in his profeffion. Notwith- 
fending. the prejudice of this refentment, her 
spoviesian foon recurred ; and when the report of 
his anfwers wap made to thele. odafederates- by 
caclis i | whom 
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whom fhe had been deputed to make trial of his: 
fkill, they were univerfally perfuaded that his art 

was altogether fupernatural, tho’ each. affected: 
to treat it: with contempt, refolving, in her own 
breaft, to have recourfe to him in private. 

- In the mean time, the maid, tho’ laid under 
the moft peremptory injunétions.of fecrecy, was- 
fo full of the circumftance which related to her’ 
ewn cohdud, that fhe extolled his prefcience, in 
whifpers to all-her acquaintance, afluring them, 
that he Had told her all the particulars ‘of her life ; 


fo that bis fame. was -almoft..iaftantaneofly cons 


veyed, thro’ a thoufand. different channels,. to alk 
parts of the town ;. and the very next time he af- 
fumed the chair, his doors were befieged. by cu» 
rious people of all fects and denominations. 
. Being an_old practitioner in this art, Cadwal- 
laner knew it would be impoffible for him to fup- 
port his reputation in the promifcuous exereife of 
fortune-telling,. becaufe every perfon that fhould' 
some to confult him would expect a fample of bis: 
fkill, relating to things paft ; and it could not be 
fuppofed, that he. was. acquainted with the private: 
concerns of every individual who might apply to 
him for. that purpofe: he therefore ordered his: 
minifter, whom he-diftinguifhed by the name of 
Hadgi Rourk, to fignify to all thofe who de- 
manded entrance, that his price was. half a guinea » 
and that all fuch as were not difpofed to gratify hia» 
with that confideration would do well to leave thé: 
paffage free forthereft.. =. : 
This declaration: fuceeeded to his wifh; fos 
this congregation .confifted chiefly of footmeng 
ehambermaids, prentices, and the lower clafs, of 
tradefmen, who could not afford to purchbale 
prefcience at fuch a price; fa that,. after fruitlefs- 
oS er oe i Nis: i 2 oe ue oftcre- 
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offers of fhillings and half crowns, they dropped 
off one by one, and left the field open for .cuf- 
tomers of anhigher rank... - 
The firft perfon of this fpecies who appeared 
was dreffed like the wife of a fubftantial tradef- 
san ; but this difguife could not fcreen her from 
the penetration of the conjurer, who at firft fight 
knew her to be one of the ladies of whofe coming. 
he had been apprized by Peregrine, on the fup= 
pofition that their curiofity was rather inflamed 
than allayed by the intelligence they had receiv- 
éd from his client. This lady approached 
the philofopher with that intrepidity of counte- 
mance fo confpicuous in matrons of her dignified 
fphere, and in a foft voice, afked with a fimper, 
of what complexion her next child would be ? 
The necromancer, who was ‘perfeétly well ac- 
quainted with her private hiftory, forthwith de- 
livered his refponfe in the following queftion, 
written -in the ufual form, ‘* How long has Pom- 
pey the black been difmiffed from your ladythip’s 
fervice?? 7 
' Endued as fhe: was with-a great fhare of that 
fortitude which is diftinguifhed by the appellation 
of ‘effrontery, her face exhibited fome figns of 
fhame and confufion at the receit of this oracue 
lar interrogation, by which fLe was convinced of 
his extraordinary intelligence ; and accofting him. 
in a very ferious tone, ‘* Doctor (faid fhe) { per- 
€eive you are a perfon of great abilities in the art 
you profefs; and therefore, : without pretending 
fo diflemble, I will own you have touched the 
true ftring of my apprehenfions. I am perfuaded: 
I need not be more particular in my inquiries.- 
Here is a purfe of money; take it, and deliver 
me from a moft alarming and uneafy fufpence. ”’ 
Bo faying, fe depofited ‘her Offtring upon the 


table. 
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table, and waited for his anfwer, with a face of 
fearful expeétation, while he’ was emplo red in 
writing this fentence for her perulal : ** Tho’ I 
fee into the womb of pean fe ne is a 
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by analogy and human th ence 5 anid’ Cansot 
pofibly fatisfy your eee of cn ‘you. 
ill condefcend to make me privy to, all ‘thole | 
occurrences which you think mi t have i interé 
fered with the caufe of your apprehent fipn.” 
The lady having read the declaratic on alk rede 
a {mall emotion of fhynefs and fepu nance, ‘an . 
frating herfelf upon a fettee,’ after gens, cau 
tioufly informed herfelf of the privacy of thi 
apartment, gave fuch a detail of the fucceffion. of 
hor lovers, as amazed while it entertained the ne- 
cromancer, as well as his friend Pickle, “wha 
from a clofet in which he had concealed himfelf, 
overheard every fyllable of her’ confeffion. ‘Cad? 
Wallader liftened to her ftory with‘a look of in- 
finite importance and fagacity, and after a fhort 
paufe told her, that he would not pretend to give 
a categorical anfwer, until he fhould have deli- 
berated maturely upon the various circumftances. 
of the affair; but if fhe would take the trouble af - 
honouring him with another vifit on his next 
public day, he hoped he fhould be able to give 
her full fatisfation. Confcious of the importance 
- Of her doubts, fhe could not help commending 
his caution, and took her leave, with a promife 
of returning at the appointed time ; then the 
Conjurer being joined by his aflociate, they gave 
aloofe to their mirth, which having indulged, 
they began to concest gers for infidting fome 
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difgraceful punifhment on the fhamelefs and infa- 
tigate termagant who had To impudently avowed 
Ker own proftitution. | 
* They were interrupted, however, in their 
conference, by the arrival of a new gueft, who 
being announced by Hadgi, our hero retreated to 
his lurking-place, and Cadwallader refumed his 
myfterious appearance. This new client, tho’ 
fhe hid her face in a mafk, could not conceal her» 
felf from the knowledge of the conjurer, who by 
her yoice recognized her to be an unmarried 
lady of his own acquaintance. She had, within 
a {mall compafs of time, made herfelf remark- 
able for two adventures, which had not at all 
fucceeded to her expectation: being very much 
addicted to play, fhe had, at a certain route, in- 
dulged that paffion to fuch excefs, as not only got 
the better of her juftice, but alfo of her circum- 
Tpection ; fo that fhe was unfortunately detected 
in her endeavours to appropriate to herfelf what 
was not lawfully her due. This fmall flip wag 
attended with another indifcretion, which had 
likewife an unlucky effe&i upon her reputation. 
She had been favoured with the addrefles of one 
of thofe hopeful heirs who fwarm and fwagger 
about town, under the denomination of Bucks ;. 
and in the confidence of his honour confented to 
be one of a partie that made an excurfion as far ag. 
Windfor, thinking herfelf fecured from feandal by 
the company of another young lady, who had 
alfo condefcended to truft her perfon to the pro- 
tection. of her admirer. The two gallants, in 
the courfe of this expedition, were faid to ufe the 
moft perfidious means to intoxicate the paffions 
‘of their miltreffes, -by mixing drugs witb theis 
; , ; : 7 Winey. 
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wine, which inflamed their conftitutions ‘to fuch. 
a degree, that they fell an eafy facrifice to the 
appetites of their conduGtors, who, upon their 
¥eturn to town, were fo bafe and inhuman as to. 
boaft among their companions of the exploit the 
had atchieved. Thus the ftory was civeulited 
with a thoufand additional eircumftances to the 
prejudice of the fufferers, one of whom had: 
thought proper to withdraw into the country, un- 
til the fcandal raifed at her expence fhould fub- 
fide ; while the other, who was not fo eafily put: 
out of countenance, refolved to outface the re- 
port, as a treacherous afperfion, invented by her 
lover as an excufe for his own inconftancy ; and: 
actually appeared in public, as ufual, till the: 
found berfelf neglected. by the greatelt part of her 
acquaintance. a 

In confequence .of this difgrace, which fhe 
knew not whether to impute to the card affair,. 
or to the laft faux pas fhe had committed, the: 
how came to confult the conjurer, and fignified 
her errand, by afking whether the caufe of her 
prefent difquiet was of the town or country? 
Cadwallader at once perceiving her allufion, an- 
fwered her queftion im thefe terms. ** This honeft: 
world will forgive a young gamefter for indifcretion: 
at-play, but a favour granted to a blabbing cox- 
comb is an unpardonable offence.” This reponte: 
fhe received. with equal aftonifhment aid char 
grin; and, fully. convinced of the necromancer’s. 
Naaniience, implored’ his advice touching the- 
retricval.af her reputation : upon which he coun- 
felled. her to wed with the firft opportunity ;. 
and the feemed fo. well pleafed with his admoni- 
tion, that fhe gratified him mith a double fee,. and. 

a. ; Ir ® . : 
sropping a low curt hers © ne 
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Our undertakers now thought it high time to 
~ filence the oracle for the day, and Hadgi was ac- 
cordingly ordered to exclude all comers, while 
Peregrine and his ftiend renewed the deliberations, 
‘which had been interrupted, and fettled a plan of 
‘operations for the next occafion: mean while it 
was refolved, that Hadgi fhould not only exer- 
‘cife his own talents, but alfo employ inferior 
apents, in procuring general intelligence for the 
-Fupport of their fcheme ; that the expence of this 
‘miniftry ‘thould be defrayed from the profits of 
their profeffion ; and the remainder be diftributed 
to poor families in diftrefs. 


CHAP. XC. 


Peregrine and bis friend Cadwallader proceed iz 
the exercife of the myftery of fortune-telling, in 
the courfe of which they atchieve various adven- 

| 1Ures. | : | 

HESE preliminaries being adjufted, our 

hero forthwith repaired to a card affembly, 

_ which was frequented by fome of the moft not- 

"able goffips in town, and having artfully turned 

the converfation upon the fubject of the fortune- 

teller, whofe talents he pretended to ridicule, in- 
cenfed their itch of knowing fecrets-to fuch a de- 

gree of impatience, that their curiofity became 
flagrant, andthe took it for granted, that all or 
fome of them would vifit Albumazar on his very 
firft vifiting-day. While Peregrine was thus en- 
gaged, his affociate made his appearance in ano- 
ther convocation of fafhionable people, where 
he foon had the pleafure of hearing the conjure 

brought upon the carpet by an elderly gentlewo- 
| ee 
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man, remarkable for her inquifitive . difpofition, 
who addreffing herfelf to Cadwallader, afked, by 
_ the help of the finger-alphabet, if he:knew any 
thing of the magician that made fuch a noife in. 
town? The mifanthrope anfwered as. ufual, in 
a furly tone, ** By. your queftion you muft either 
take me for a pimp or an ideot. What, in the 
name. of nonfenfe, fhould I knaw of fuch a-raf= 
cal, unlefs I weze to coust his acquaintance with 
a view to feaft my own fpleen, infeeing him fool 
the whole nation out of their money? Tho’, I 
fuppofe,. his chief profits arife from his practices 
‘in. quality of. pander. All -fortune-tellers are 
bawds,. and for that geafon are fq much followed 
by people of fafhjen. This fellow Sabra 
has gat fundry convenient apartmenss for the be- 
ache et procreation ; for it:is not to be fuppofed: 
that thofe who wifit him on the pretence of con- 
fulting his fupernaturat art, can ‘be fuch fools, 
fuch drivelers, as to believe that he can actually 
prognofticate future events”? 7 a 
_: The company, according to his expeétation,. 
imputed his remarks to the rancour of his difpo-i 
fition, which could not bear..to think that any: 
perfon upon earth was wifes than him&lf ; and, 
his ears were regaled with a thoufand inftances of. 
the conjurer’s wonderful | pong a for which: 
he was altogether indebted to fidtion. Some of. 
thefe fpecimens being communicated to him, by. 
"way of appeal to_his opinion, as seas are (Said. 
he) meer phantoms of ignorance aad credulity,, 
fwelled up in the repetition, jike thofe: unfub-. 
flantial bubbles which the boys blow up in foap-. 
fuds with a tobaceo pipe. And this will ever be, 
the cafe.in the propagation of . all extraordinary 
intelligence ; the imagination naturally magnifies 
3 ) every 
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every object that falls under its cognizance, efpe- 
eially thofe that concern.the paffions of fear. and 
admiration ; and-when the occurrence comes to 
be rehearfed,: thevanity of the relater exaggerates 
every. circumftance, in order to inhance the im+ 
portance of the communication, ‘Thus an inci« 
dent which is but barely uncommon, ‘often gains 
fuch acceffion. in its progrefs thro’ the fancies and’ 
mouths of thofe who reprefent it, that the origi- 
nal fact cannot poffibly be diftinguifhed. . This 
ebfervation: might be proved-and illuftrated by a 
thoufand undeniable examples, out. of. which I 
fhall only fele& one inftance, for. the entertain 
ment..and edification of the cdmspany.: A very 
heneft: gentleman, ‘remarkable for. the gtavity of 
his deporténgt, was cane day, in‘a ooltain coffeec-. 
houfe, accd{ted by one: of ‘his particular. friends,: 
who,. taking hing by the hand, exprefled uncom~ 
mon fatisfaction in: fering. him: abgoad,. and in 
geod. healeh; after the dangerous and portentons. 
malady he had undergone» Sumprifed at this fa-, 
lptation, the gentténmn ‘replied, it was true, he 
had been. alittle out of: ondes : over—night,. but. 
there wis nethinge at:-ail extraordmary in his ja». 
ifpofition.:*4 Jefud ndt extraordinary | (eried the: 
dther when:yoa vonrited threc'black crows.” Thin 
ftrarige exdlam tion the grave gentleman. at firft: 
miftook ‘for maillery, tho’ his friend-was no joker ;- 
but perceiving ‘fa hiov all the marks of fincerity 
and dtonifhment, he ee td ichanged ; his. opi~ 
nion, and, afeer-athore reverie, talong him afide,: 
exprefled himdeitlih thele: words; :*< Sir,. it is not 
unknown ¢o you,! thacl- dmvat prefent engaged in: 
atreaty of -marridge,. which would have been: 
Settled long ago, bad not’ it-been:retarded by the: 
~~ = a ee er en, Pas Dee Bali, s,s ‘ ¥e~: 
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repeated machmations of a certain perfon who 
profeffes himfelf my rival. NowI am fully per- 
fuaded that this affair of the three crows is a ftory 
ef his invention, calcukted to prejudice me in. 
the opinion of the lady, who, ‘to be fure, would 
not choofe to marry aman who has a rookery in, 
his bowels; and therefore I muft infift upon. 
knowing your author of this fcandalous report, 
that I may be able to vindicate my character from. 


the malicious afperfion.” His friend, who 


thought the demand was very reafonable, told 
him, without hefitation, that he was made ac- 
quainted with the circumftance of his diftemper 
by Mr. Such-a-one, their common acquaintance :. 
upon which the -perfon who conceived himfelf in- 
jured went immediately in queft of his fuppofed. 
defamer, and having found him, ‘* Pray, Sir, 
(faid he, with a peremptory tone) who told you 
that I vomited three black crows ?”” ‘* Three! 
(anfwered the gentleman) I mentioned two on- 
ly? ** Zounds! Sir (cried the other, incenfed: 
at his indifference) you will find the two. too. 
anany, if you refufe to difcover the villainous. 
fource of fuch calumny.” The gentleman, fur- 


' prifed at his heat, faid he was. forry to find he had: 


been the accidental inftrument of giving him of- 
fence, but tranflated the blame (if any there was) 
from himfelf to a third perfon, to whofe informa-. 
tion he owed his knowledge of the report. The: 
plaintiff, according to the direétion he received, 


. Fepaired to the houfe of the accufed 3 ‘and his in- 
- dignation being inflamed at finding the ftory had 


already circulated among his acquaintance, he- 
told:‘him, with evident marks of difpleafure, that. 


he was come to pluck ‘that fame brace of crows. 
‘ which. he knew he had difgorged, The oo. 
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. dant feeing him very much irritated, pofitively 
denied that he had mentioned a brace; one in- 
deed (faid he) I own I took notice of, upon the 
authority of your own phyfician, who gave me 
an account of it this morning.” ‘* By the Lord ! 
_ (cried the fufferer in a rage which he could no 
longer contain) that rafcal has been fuborned by 
my rival, to flander my character in this man- 
ner ; but I’ll be revenged, if there be either law 
or, equity in England.”” He had fcarce pro- 
nounced thefe words, when the do&tor happened 
to enter the room ; when his exafperated patient 
_ lifting up his cane, ‘* Sirrah (faid he) if I live, 
. Pll make that black crow the blackeft circum- 
ftance of thy whole life and converfation.”” The 
phyfician, confounded at this addrefs, affured 
him tbat he was utterly ignorant of his meaning, 
. and when the other gentleman explained it, ab- 
folutely denied the charge,. affirming he had faid 
. no more than that he had vomited a quantity of 
fomething as black as acrow. The landlord of 
the houfe acknowledged that he might have- been 
miftaken ; and thus the whole myftery was ex- 
_ plained.’” | 
The company feemed to relifh the ftory of the 
three black crows, which they confidered as an 
impromptu of Cad wallader’s own invention ;- but, 
granting it to be true, they unanimoufly declared 
_ that it could have no weight in invalidating the 
teftimony of divers perfons of honour, who had 
been witneffes of the magician’s fupernatural 
fkill. On the next day of confultation, the ne- 
cromaneer being in the chair, and his friend be- 
hind the curtain, the outward door was. fcarce 
epened, when a female vifitant founced in, and 
 difcovered tg the magician the features of one of 
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‘thofe inquifitive ladies, whofe curiofity, he knew, 


his confederate had aroufed, in the manner above 


. defcribed. She addreffed herfelf to him witha 
' familiar air, obferving, that fhe had heard much 
~ of his great knowledge, and was come to bea 

‘witnefs of his art, which fhe defired him to dif- 


play, in declaring what he knew to be her ruling 


’ paffion, — 


Cadwallader, who was no ftranger to her dif- 
pofition, affumed the pen without hefitation, and 
furnifhed her with an anfwer, importing, that 
the love of money predominated, and fcandal 
pofleffed the next place in her heart. Far from 
being offended at his freedom, fhe commended 
his franknefs with a fmile; and, fatisfied of his 


‘uncommon talents, expreffed a defire of being 
better acquainted with his perfon: nay, fhe 


began to catechife him, upon the private hiftory 


of divers great families, in which he happened 


to be well verfed.; and he, in a myfterious man- 
ner, dropt fuch artful hints of his knowledge, 
that fhe was amazed at his capacity, and aétually 
alked if his art was communicable. The con- 
jurer replied in the affirmative; but, at the fame 
time, gave her to underftand, that it was attain- 
able by thofe only who were pure and undefiled 
in point of chaftity and honour ; or fuch as, by 
along courfe of penitence, had weaned them- 
felves from all attachments to the fefh. She not 


- only difapproved, but feemed to doubt the truth 
* of this affertion; telling him, with a look of 


difdain, ‘that his art was not worth having, if one 
could not ufe it for tte benefit of one’s pleafure : 
fhe had even penetration enough to take notice 
of an inconfifiericy in what he had advanced 5 


and asked, why-he himfelf exercifed his know- 
ledge 
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Sedge for hire, if he was fo much detached from 
. all worldly concerns. ** Come, come, doctor, 
added fhe, you are in the right to be cautious 
againft impertinent curiofity; but, perhaps, I 
may make it worth your while to be communi- 
Cative.” : 

Thefe overtures were interrupted by a rap at 
the door, fignifying the approach of another 
client ; upon which the lady inquired for his 
private paflage, thro’ which fhe might retice,. 
without the rifque of being feen: and when fhe 
underftood he was deficient in that convenience, 
fhe withdrew into an empty room, adjoining to- 
the audience-chamber, in order to conceal herfelf 
from the obfervation of the new-comer. This. 
. was no other than the inamorata, who came by 
‘appointment to receive the folution of her doubts : 
and the Mifanthrope, glad ef an opportunity to- 
expofe her to the cenfure of {uch an indefatigable 
minifter ef fame as the perfon, who (he knew) 
would liften from the next apartment; laid her 
under the necefiity of xefrefhing his remembrance 
. with a recapitulation of her former confeffion, 
. which was almoft finifhed, when fhe was alarmed 
-by.a noife at the door, occafioned by two gentle- 
_ men who attempted to enter by force.. 
Terrified at. this uproar, which difconcerted 
_ the magician himfelf, fhe ran for fhelter into the 
- place which was pre-occupied. by the other lady, 
who, hearing this. difturbance, had clofed the 
_ window-fhutters, that fhe might have the better 
-¢hance of remaining unknown. Here they en- 
_ &conced themfelves, in the utmoft confternatian, 
. while the necromancer, after fome recollection, 
; ordered. Hadgi.to open the door, .and. admit the 
“-Moters, who (he hoped) would .be.over-awed by 
a the 
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the authority of his appearance, “The janitor’ 
had no pk “obeyed: ‘his ‘inftru@ions, ' chan ‘in’ 
rufhed a young libertine, who had been for'fome 
time upan ‘the town, together with his tutar,’ 
who was a worn-out ‘debauchee, well! knowt to’ 
the magician, ‘They were.both in that degree of 
intoxication neceflary to prepare fuch difpofitions 
for what they commonly calf frolicks,’ and the’ 
fober part of mankind féel'to-be extravagant out= 
rages againft the ‘laws of their'country, and the’ 
peace of their fellow-fubjects, .Having ftaggered- 
up to the table, the fenior, who undertook to be 
fpokefman, faluted Cadwallader with « How 
do’ft do, old Capricorn? ‘Thou feem'ft to be'a’ 
moft venerable pimp, and, F doubt’ not,’ haft’ 
abundance of difcretion. *Here is this. young’ 
whoremafter. (a true chip 6f the old sencreal 
block his father) and myfelf, come for a comfort- 
able caft of thy funGion. ‘I don’t mean that 
ftale pretence of conjuring :.damn futurity; let 
us live for the prefent, old‘Haly. Conjure me 
up a couple of hale wénches, and, ‘I warrant, 
we fhall get into the magic circle ina twinkling.: 
What fays Galiled? ‘What fays’ the reverend 
Brahe? Here is’a purfe, you pimp : ‘hark, how it 
chinks! This is fweetet than the mufick of the 
{pheres.” co: ' , 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencoun- 
ter, made no reply; but taking up his wand, 
waved it around his head in a very. myfterioud 
motion, with.a view of intimidating ‘ thefe for- 
ward vifitants; who, fat’ from being awed by 
this fort of evolution, became more and more ob- © 
ftreperous, and even threatened to pull him by 
the beard, if he would not immediately comply 
with their defire! “Had he éaled his affociate, or 
ef * eves 
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even Hadgi, to his aid, he knew he could. have 
{oon calmed their turbulence; but, being: unwil- 
ling to run the rifque of a difcovery, or even of 
2 riot, he. bethought himfelf of chaftifing their 
infolence in another manner that would be lefs 
hazardous, and rather more effectual. In con- 
fequence of this fuggeftion, he pointed his wand 
towards the: door of the apartment in which the 
ladies had'taken fanCtyary ; and the two rakes, 
underftanding the’ hint, rufhed in without hefi- 
Whe females finding their place of retreat 
taken by affault, ran about the room in great 
confternation, and were immediately taken pri- 
foners by the affailants, who pulling them to- 
wards the windows, opened the fhutters at the 
fame inftant of time, when (ftrange to tell!) one 
of the heroes difcovered, in the prize he had made, 
the very wife of his bofom; and his companion 
perceived that he had ftumbled in the dark upon 
his own mother. Their mutual aftonifhment 
was unfpeakable at this eclairciflement, which 
produced an univerfal filence for the fpace of fe- 
veral minutes ; and during this paufe the ladies 
having recollected themfelves, an expoftulation 
‘was begun by the elder of the two, who roundly 
took her fon to task for his diforderly life, which 
Jaid her under the difagreeable neceffity of watch- 
ing his motions, and detecting him in fuch an 
iafamoys place. | 
While the careful mother thus exercifed her 
talent for reprehenfion, the hopeful young gen- 
tleman, with an hand in each fob, ftood whiftling 
an opera-tune, without feeming to pay the molt 
profound regard to his parent’s reproof: and the 
other lady, in imitation of fuch a confummate 
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attern, began to open upon her hufband, whom 
e bitterly reproached with his loofenefs and in- 
temperance, demanding to know what he had to 
alledge in. alleviation of his prefent mifcondu@. 
The furprize occafionéd by fuch an unexpected 
meeting had already in a great meafure deftroyed 
the effects of the;wine he had fo plentifully drank, 
and the firft ufe he made of his recovered fobriety, 
was to revolve within himfelf the:motives that 
could poffibly induce: his wife to give him the 
rendezvous in this manner. As he had -good 
reafon to believe fhe was utterly void of jealoufy, . 
he naturally placed this rencontre to the account 
of another paffion ; and his chagrin was not at 
all impaired by the effrontery with which fhe-now. 
prefumed to reprimand him. He liftened to her, 
therefore, with a gravé, or rather grim afpedct ; 
and to the queftion with which fhe concluded her 
rebuke, anfwered with great compofure, ** Ail 
that I have to alledge, madam, is that the bawd 
has committed a miftake, in confequence of 
which we are both difappointed: and fo, ladies, 
-gour humble fervant.”” So faying, he retired 
with manifeft confufion in his looks ; and as he 
paffed through the audience-chamber, eying the 
conjurer afkance, pronounced the epithet of pre- 
cious rafcal, with great emphafis. Mean while, 
the junior, like a dutiful child, handed his 
mamma to her chair ;_ and the other chent, after 
having reviled the necromancer, becaufe he could 
not forefee this event, went away in a ftate of 
“mortification. : : : 

- The-coaft being clear, Peregrine came forth 
“fom his den, and congratulated his friend upon 
the peaceable iffue of the adventure which he had 
everheard : Dut, that he might not. be ss 
; 3 
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to fuch inconvenience for the future, they tt- : 
folved, that a grate fhould. be fixed in the middie - 
of the outward door, throagh which the conyurer | 
him{elf: faould reconnoitre all the vifitants, before 
their admiffion ; fo that, to thofe whofe appear- 
ance he fhould not like, Hadgi fhould, without 
opening, give notice, that his mafter was en- 
gaged. By this expedient too, they provided 
again{t thofe. difficulties which: Cadwallader muft 
have encountered, ia giving fatisfaCtion to ftran- 
gers, whom he did not: know; for the original’ 
intention of the founders was to confine the prac- 
tice of their art to: people of fafhion only, moft 
of whom were perfonally known to the counter- 
feit magician. and. his coadjutor, oe 
~ Indeed, thefe affociates, Cadwallader .in: pars’ 
ticular, notwithfandme -his boafted Infight into’ 
the charadbers “of life, nevet imagined that his 
pretended fill would be confulted by any but the 
weaker-minded of the female fex, incited by that 
fpirit of curiofity which he knew was implanted 
in their nature: but,.in the courfe of-his practice, 
he found himfelf culevated in his preternatural 
capacity, by ‘people of: all fexes, complexions, 
and degrees. of-reputation, and had -occafion to 
ebferve,: that when. the paffidns are concerned, 
howfoever cool, cautious and deliberate, the dif- 
pofition may .otherwife be, there-is nothing fo 
idle, frivolous, or abfurd,. to which they will not 
apply for encouragement and gratification. The 
laft occurrence, aecording to the hopes and ex- 
pectation of the confederates, was ‘whifpered 
about by the ladies concérned,. in fuch'a manner, 
that the whole affair was, ina few days, the unié 
verfal topic of difcourfe, in which it was retailed 
with pumrberiefs orabellifhments, invented by the 
. par= 
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parties themfelves, who had long indulged a pique 
at each other, and took this opportunity of en- 
joying thcir revenge. 

Thefe incidents, while they regaled the fpleen, 
at the fame time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was defcribed on both fides asa 
very extraordinary perfon in his way; and the 
alteration in his door was no fooner performed, 
than he had occafion to avail himfelf of it, againft 
the intrufion of a great many, with whom he 
would have found it very difficult to fupport the 
fame he had acquired. 

Among thofe who appeared at his grate, he 
perceived a certain clergyman, whom he had long 
known an humble attendant on the great, and 
with fome the reputed minifter of their pleafures : 
This Levite had difguifed himfelf in a great coat, 
boots, and drefs quite foreign to the habit worn 
by thofe of his function ; and being admitted, at- 
tempted to impofe himfelf as a country fquire 
upon the conjurer, who calling him by his name, 
defired him to fit down. This reception corref- 
ponding with the report he had heard, touching 
our magician’s art, the doctor faid he would lay 
afide all diffimulation; and after having profefled 
an implicit belief, that his fupernatural know- 
ledge did not proceed from any communication 
with evil fpirits, but was the immediate gift of 
heaven, he declared the intention of his coming 
was to inquire into the health of a good friend 
and brother of his, who pofleffed a certain living 
in the country, which he named ; and, as he 
was old and infirm, to know what {pace of time 
was allotted to him in this frail ftate of mortality, 
that he might have the melancholy fatisfaction of 
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attending him in his laft moments, and aflifting 
him in his preparations for eternity. 

' The conjurer, who at once perceived the pur- 
port of this queftion, after a folemn paufe, dur- 
ing which he feemed abforpt in contemplation, 
delivered this ref{ponfe to his confulter, ‘* Tho’ I 
forefee fome occurrences, I do not pretend to be 
omnifcient. I know not to what age that cler- 
gyman’s life will extend, but fo far I can pene- 
trate into the womb of time, as to difcern, that 
the incumbent will furvive his intended fuccef- 
for.” This dreadful fentence in a moment ba- 
nifhed the blood from the face of the appalled 
confulter, who hearing his own doom pronounc- 
ed, began to tremble in every joint ; he lifted up 
his eyes in the agony of fear, and faying,‘* The 
will of God be done,” withdrew in filent defpon- 
dence, his teeth chattering with terror and difmay. 

This client was fucceeded by an old man 
about the age of feventy-five, who being re- 
folved to purchafe a leafe, defired to be deter- 
mined in the term of years by the necromancer’s _ 
advice, obferving, that as he had no children of 
his own body, and had no regard for his heirs at 
law, the purchafe would be made with a view to 
his own convenience only; and therefore, con- 
fidering his age, he himfulf hefitated in the pe- 
riod of the leafe, between thirty and threefcore 
years. 

The conjurer, upon due deliberation, ad- 
vifed him to double the laft f{pecified term, be- 
caufe he diftinguifhed in his features fomething 
portending extreme old age and fecond childhood, 
and he ought to provide for that ftate of incapa-~ 
city, which otherwife would be attended with 
infinite mifery and affliaion. The fuperannuat- 
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ed wretch, thunderftruck with this prediction, 
held up his hands, and, in the firft tranfports of 
his apprehenfion, exclaimed, ** Lord have mercy 
upen me! I have not wherewithal to purchafe 
fach along leafe, and I have long outlived all 
my friends ; what then muft become of me, fin- 
ner that I am, one hundred and twenty years 
hence !’? Cadwallader (who enjoyed his terror) . 
under pretence of alleviating his concern, told 
him, that what he had prognofticated did not de- 
prive him of the means which he and every per- 
fon had in their power, to curtail a life of mis- 
fortune; and the old gentleman went away, 
feemingly comforted with the aflurance, that it 
would always be in his power to employ an hal- 
ter for his own deliverance. 

Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magi- 
cian was vifited by one of thofe worthies known 
among the Romans by the appellation of Here- 
dipetes, who had amaffed a large fortune by a 
clofe attention to the immediate wants and 
weakhefs of raw unexperienced heirs. ‘This ho- 
nourable ufurer had fold an annuity upon the life 
of a young fpendthrift, being thereto induced by 
the affirmation of his phyfician, who had aflured 
him his patient’s conftitution was fo rotten, that 
he could not live one year to an end: he had, ne- 
verthelefs, made fhift to weather eighteen months, 
and now feemed more vigorous and healthy than 
he had ever been known; for he was fuppofed 
to have nourifhed an hereditary pox from his 
cradle. Alarmed at this alteration, the feller 
came to confult Cadwallader not only about the 
life of the annuitant, but alfo concerning the 
ftate of his health at the time of his purchafing 
the annuity, purpofing to fue the phyfician for 
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falfe intelligence, fhould the conjurer declare 
hat the young man was found, when the doc- 
tor pronounced him difeafed. But this was a 
piece of fatisfaction he did not obtain from the 
Mifanthrope, who, in order to punifh his fordid 
difpofition, gave him to underftand, that the 

hyfician had told him the truth, and nothing 
i the truth; and that the young gentleman was 
in a fair way of attaining a comfortable old age.” 
£¢ That is to fay (cried the client, in the impatfénce 
of his mortification at this anfwer) bating acci- 
dents; for, thank God, the annuitant does not 
lead the moft regular life: befides, I am credibly 
informed he is choleric and rafh ; fo that he may 
be concerned in a duel: then there are fuch 
things as riots in the ftreet, in which a rake’s 
fui) may be cafually cracked; he may be over- 
turned in a coach, overfet in the river, thrown 
from avicious horfe, overtaken witha cold, en- 
dangered by a furfeit; but what I place my chief 
confidence in, is an hearty pox, a diftemper 
which hath been fatal to his whole family. Not 
but that the iflue of all thefe things is uncertain ; 
and expedients might be found, which would 
more efteCtually anfwer the purpofe. I know 
they have arts in India, by whicha man can fe- 
cure his own intereft, in the falutation of a 
friendly fhake by the hand ; and I don’t doubt 
ghat you who have lived in that country, are 
mafter of the fecret. To be fure, if you was in- 
clined to communicate fuch a noftrum, there are 
abundance of people who would purchafe it, at 
a very high price.” 

Cadwallader underftood this infinuation, and 
avas tempted to amufe him in fuch a manner as 
ayould tend fo his difgrace and confufion ; but, con- 
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fidering that the cafe was of too criminal a mature 
to be tampered with, he withftood his delfire of 
punifhing this rapacious cormorant any other 
way than by telling him, he would not impart 
that fecret for his whole fortune ten times doubled 3 
fo that the ufurer retired, very much diflatished 
with the iffue of his confultation. | 
The next perfon who prefented himfelf at this 
altar of intelligence, was an author, who recom- 
mended himfelf to a gratis advice, by obferving 
that a prophet and poet were known by the fame 
appellation among the anticnts; and that, at this 
day, both the one and the other fpoke by infpi- 
ration, The conjurer refufed to own this affini- 
ty, which, he faid, formerly fubfifted, becaufe 
both fpecies of the Vates were the children of 
fiction; but as he himfelf did not fall under that 
predicament, he begged leave to difown all con- 
nexion with the family of the poets ; and the 
poor author would have been difmiffed without 
his errand, tho’ he offered to leave an ode as fe- 
curity for the magician’s fee, to be paid from the 
profits of his firft third night, had not Cadwalla- 
der’s curiofity prompted him to know the fubj-& 
of this gentleman’s inquiry. He therefore told 
him, that in confideration of his genius, he 
would for once fatisfy htm, without a fee; and 
defired him to fpec'fy the doubts in which he 
withed to be refolved. ; 
~ The fon of Parnaffus, glad of this condefcen- 
fion, for which he thanked the necromancer, 
gave him to underftand, that he had fome time 
before prefented a play in manufcript to a cer- 
tain great man, at the head of tafte, who had not 
only read and approved the performance, but 
alfo undertaken to introduce and fupport it ort 
QO 3 the 
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the ftase; that he (the author) was affured by 
this patron, ‘that the play was already (in confe- 
quence of his recommendation) accepted by one 
of the managers, who had faithfully promifed to 
bring it to ght; but that, when he waited on: 
this fame manager, to know when he intended 
to put his production into rehearlal, the man de- 
clared he had never feen or heard of the piece : 
<< Now, Mr. Conjurer (faid he) I want to 
know whether or not my play has been prefent- 
ed, and if I have any fort of chance of {eeing it 
acted this winter? 

Cadwallader, who had, in his younger days, 
fported among the theatrical mufes, began to lofe 
his temper at this queftion, which recalled the 
remembrance of his own difappointments; and 
difpatched the author with an abrupt anfwer, im- 
porting, that the affairs of the ftage were alto- 
gether without the {phere of his divination, being 
intirely regulated by the demons of diffimulation, 
Jgnorance, and Caprice. 

It would be an endlefs tafk to recount every 
individual refponfe which our magician delivered, 
in the courfe of his conjuration. He was con- 
fulted in all cafes of law, phyfic, and trade, over 
and above the ordinary fubjccts of marriage and 
fornication ; his advice and affiftance were folli- 
cited by fharpers who defired to poflefs an infal- 
lible method of cheating, unperceived ; by for-* 
tune-hunters who wanted to makc prize of wi- 
dows and heirefles; by debauchees who were 
difpofed to lye with other men’s wives; by cox- 
combs who longed for the death of their fathers ; 
by wenches with child, who withed themfelves 
rid of their burthens ; by merchants who had in- 
fured above value, and thirfted after the news of 
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a wreck ; by under-writers who prayed for the 
gift of prefcience, that they might venture mo- 
ney upon fuch fhips only, as fhould perform the 
voyage in fafety ; by Jews who wanted to fore- 
fee the fluctuations of ftock ; by ufurers who ad- 
vance money upon undecided caufes; by clients 
who were dubious of the honefty of their coun- 
cil: in fhort, all matters of uncertain iflue were 
appealed to this tribunal; and, in point of calcu- 
lation, De Moivre was utterly neglected. 


CHAP. XCII. 


The conjurer and his affociate execute a plan of ven- 

. geance againft certain infidels who pretend to def= 
pife their art; and Peregrine atchieves an ad- 
venture with a young nobleman, 


Y thefe means, the whole variety of cha- 
racter undifguifed, pafled as it were in re- 
view before the confederates, who, by divers in~ 
genious contrivances, punifhed the moft flagrant 
offenders with as much feverity as the nature of 
their plan would allow. At length, they pro- 
jected a fcheme for chaftifing a number of their 
Own acquaintance, who had all along profeffed 
the utmoft contempt for the talents of this con- 
jurer, which they endeavoured to ridicule in all 
companies, where his furprifing art was the fub- 
ject of difcourfe; not that they had fenfe and dif- 
cernment enough to perceive the abfurdity of his 
pretenfions, but affected a fingularity of opinion, 
with a view of infulting the inferior underftandings 
of thofe who were deceived by fuch an idle im- 
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Peregrine indeed, for obvious reafons, had al- 
ways efpoufed their judgment in this cafe, and 
joined them in reviling the public character of 
his friend ; but he knew how far the capacities of 
thofe virtuofi extended, and had frequently caught 
them in the faét of recounting their exploits 
againft the conjurer, which were the produQions 
cf their own invention only. On thefe confide- 
rations, his wrath was kindled againft them, and 
he accordingly concerted meafures with his coad- 
jutor, for overwhelming them.with confufion and 
difmay. 

In the firft place, a report was fpread by his 
emiffaries, that the magician had undertaken to 
entertain the view with the appearance of any 
perfon whom his cuftomers fhould defire to fee, 
whether dead, or at the diftance of a thoufand 
leagues. ‘This extraordinary. propofal chancing 
to be the fubject of converfation, in a place where 
moft of thofe infidels were aflembled, they talked 
of it in the ufual ftiie, and fome of them fwore, 
the fellow ought to be pillory’d for his pre- 
fumption. 

Our hero feizing this favourable opportunity, 
acquiefced in their remarks, and obferved with 
great vehemence, that it would be a meritorious 
action to put the rafcal to the proof, and then 
tofs him in a blanket for non-performance. ‘They 
were wonderfully pleafed with this fuggeftion, 
and forthwith determined to try the experiment ; 
though, ss they underftood the apparition would 
be produced to one only at a time, they could 
not immediately agree in the choice of the perfon 
who fhould ftand the firft brunt of the magician’s 
fkill. While each of them feverally excufed 
him{clf from this preference on various pretences, 

Pe- 


Tee eye - ey eee a =. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 28s 


Peregrine readily undertook the poft, expreffing 
great confidence of the conjurer’s incapacity to 
give him the leaft caufe of apprehenfion. 

This point being fettled, they detached one of 


their number to Crabtree, in order to befpeak 


and adjuft the hours and terms of the operation, 
which he infifted upon performing at his own 
apartment, where every thing was prepared for 
the occafion. At the appointed time, they went 
thither in a body, to the number of feven,. in full 
expectation of detecting the impoftor ; and were 
received with fuch gloomy formality, as feemed 
to have an effect upon the countenances of fome 
among them; though they were encouraged by 
the vivacity of Pickle, who affected a double 
fhare of petulance, for the more effectual ac- 
complifhment of his purpofe. Ss 

Cadwallader made no reply to the interroz>- 
tions they uttered, in the levity of their infolence, 
at their firft entrance, but ordered Hadgi to coms 
duct them through the next room, that they 
might fee there was r.0 previous apparatus to af-: 
fright their deputy with objects foreign to his un- 
dertaking. ‘They found nothing but a couple of 
wax-tapers burning on a table that ftood witha 
chair by it, in the middle of the apartment, and‘ 
returned to the audience-chamber, leaving Pere- . 
erine by himfelf, to encounter the phantom of 
that perfon, whom they fhould (without his 
knowledge) defire the magician to conjure up to 
his view. 

‘All the doors being fhut, and the company 
feated, a profound filence enfued, together with 
a face of dreadful expectation, encouraged by 
the blue flame of the candies, which were tipt 
with fulphur for that purpofe, and heightened by 
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the difmal found of a large bell, which Hadgi 
tolled in the anti-chamber. Cadwallader having 
thus practifed upon their ignorance and fear, de- 
fired them to name the peifon to be produced ; 
and after fome whifpers among themfelves, one 
of them took the pen, and writing the name of 
commodore Trunnion upon a flip of paper, put 
it into-the hands of the magician, who rofe from 
his feat, and opening the door of his clofet, dif- 
played to their view a fcull, with thigh-bones 
,croffzd upon a table covered with black cloth. 
This melancholy fpeétacle made a remarkable 
impreffion upon the imaginations of the com- 
pany, already prepoffeffed by the previous cere- 
mony; and they began to furvey one another 
with looks of confternation, while Cadwallader 
fhutting himfelf in the clofet, that was contiguous 
to the chamber in which his friend Peregrine was 
‘ftationed, thruft the label with his uncle’s name 
through a fmall chink in the partition, according 
to agreement, muttering all the time a fort of 
gibberifh, that increafed the pannic of his au- 
dience; then returning” to his chair, the knell 
was knolled again, and Pickle called aloud, 
‘Damn your mummery, why don’t you dif- 
p-tch?”’ 
_ "This was a fignal to Crabtree, who thus cer- 
tified of his having received the paper, ftood up 
and waved his wand in the figure of anS, The 
motion being thrice performed, their ears were all 
of a fudden invaded by a terrible noife in the next 
room, accompanied with the voice of Peregrine, 
who exclaimed in atone of horror and amaze- 
ment, ‘* Guard me, heaven! my uncle Trun- 
nion!”’ ‘This ejaculation had fuch an effet up- 
on the hearers, that two of them {wooned with 
ce fear, 
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fear, a third fell upon his knees, and prayed 
aloud, while the other three, in a tranfport of 
difmay and diftraCtion, burft open the door, and 
rufhed into the haunted chamber, where they 
found the table and chair overturned, and Pere- 
grine extended (in all appearance) without fenfe 
or motion, upon the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the firft fymptom of his recovery, which 
they perceived, was an hollow groan; after which, 
he pronounced thefe. words: ** Merciful powers ! 
if I live, 1 faw the commodore with his black 
patch, in the very cloaths he wore at my filter’s 
wedding.” This declaration compleated their 
aftonifhment and terror; they obferved a wild- 
nefs in his looks, which he feemed to bend on 
fomething concealed from their view ; and were 
infected by his appearance to fuch a pitch of fu- 
perftition, that it would have been an eafy matter 
to perfuade them, that the chair and table were 
apparitions of their forefathers. However, they 
conducted Peregrine into the counctl-chamber, 
where the conjurer and Hadgi were employed in 
miniftring to thofe who had fainted : and the pa- - 
tients having retrieved the ufe of their faculties, 
Cadwallader afluming a double portion of feverity 
in his afpect, afked if they were not afhamed of 
their former incredulity; declaring, that he was 
ready to give them more convincing proofs of his 
art upon the fpct, and would immediately recal 
three gencrations of their progenitors from the 
dead, if they were difp:fed to rclifh fuch com- 
pany. [hen turning to one of them, whofe 
great granuiather had been hanged, ‘* Are you 
(faid he) ambitious of feeing the tirft remarkable 
perfonage of your family? Say the word, and 


he fhall appear.”’ rae This 
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This youth, who had been the moft infolent 
and obftreperous of the whole fociety, and was 
now deprefled with the fame proportion of fear, 
alarmed at the propofal, affured the magician, he 
had no curiofity of that fort remaining ; and that, 
what he had already feen, would (he hoped) 
have a good effe& upon his future life and con- 
verfation. Every one of thefe heroes made an 
acknowledement and profeffion of the fame kind, 
fome of which were attended with tears; and 
Hadgi having provided chairs for the whole com- 
pany, they departed exceedingly creft-fallen; and 
two of the number actually fickened with -the 
agitation they had undergone, while our hero and 
his aflociate made themfelves merry with the fuc- 
cefs of their enterprize. 

But this fcheme of fortune-telling did net en- 
orofs his whole attention; he ftill continued to 
maintain his appearance in the beau monde ; and 
as his expen«e far exceeded his income, ftrove to 
contract intimacies with people of intereft and 
power: he fhewed himfelf regularly at court, 
paid his refpects to them in all places of public di- 
verfion, and frequently entered into their parties, 
either of pleafure or cards. In the courfe of this 
culiivation, he happened one evening, at a Cer- 
tain choco!ate-houfe, to overlook a match at 
piquet, in which he perceived a couple of fharpers 
making prey of a young nobleman, who had nei- 
ther terr per nor fkill fufficient to cope with fuch 
antagceniis, 

Our hero being a profefled enemy to all 
knights of induftry, could not bear to fee them 
cheat in publick with fuch infolent audacity ; and 
therefore, under pretence of communicating fome 
bulinefs of importance, he bego’d the favour of 
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{peaking to the young gentleman in another cor- 
ner of the room, and ina friendly manner cau- 
tioned him againft the arts of his opponents. 
This hot-headed reprefentative, far from thinking 
or owning himfelf obliged to Pickle for his good 
counfel, looked upon the advice as an infult upon 
his underftanding ; and replied with an air of fe- 
rocious difpleafure, that he knew how to take 
care of his own concerns, and would not fuffer 
either him or them to bubble him out of one 
fhilling. 

Peregrine, offended at the affociation, as well 
as at the ingratitude and folly of this conceited 
coxcomb, exprefled his refentment, by telling 
him, that he expected at leaft an acknowledge- 
ment for his candid intention; but he found his 
intellects too much warped by his vanity, to per- 
ceive his own want of capacity and experience. 
Inflamed by this reproof, the young nobleman 
challenged him to play for five hundred pounds, 
with many opprobrious, or at leaft contemptuous 
terms of defiance, which provoked our hero to 
accept the propofal; and after the other had dif- 
engaged himtclf from the old rooks, who were 
extremely mortified at the interruption, the two 
young champions fat down, and fortune acting 
with uncommon impartia‘ity, Pickle, by the fupe= 
riority of his talents, in two hours won to the 
amount of as many thoufand pounds, for which 
he was obliged to take his antagonift’s note, the 
iliarpers having previoufly fecured his ready money. 

Frantic with his lofs, the rafh young man 
would have continued the game, and doubled 
ftakes every time; fo that Peregrine might have 
increafed his acquifition to ten times the fum he — 
had gained ; but he thought he had already fufii- 
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étently chaftifed the prefumption of the chal- 
lenger, and was unwilling to impower fortune to 
ravifth from him the fruits of his fuccefs: he 
therefore declined my lord’s propofal, unlefs he 
would play for ready money ; and his lordfhip 
having in vain tried his credit among the com- 
pany, our adventurer withdrew, leaving him in 
an extafy of rage and difappointment. 

As the infolence of his behaviour had increafed 
with his ill Juck, and he had given vent to divers 
expreffions, which Peregrine took amifs, our 
young gentleman refolved to augment his punifh- 
ment, by teazing him with demands which cou'd 
not, he knew, be immediately fatisfied; and 
next day, fent Pipes to his father’s houfe with the 
note, which was drawn payable upon demand. 
The debtor, who had gone to bed half diftracted 
with his misfortune, finding himfelf waked with 
fuch a difagreeable dun, loft all patience, curfed 
Pickle, threatened his meffenger, blafphemed 
with horrible execrations, and made fuch a noife, 
as reached the ears of his father, who ordering 
his fon to be called into his prefence, examined 
him about the caufe of that uproar, which had 
difturbed the whole family. “The young gentle- 
man, after having eflayed to amufe him with 
fundry equivocations, which ferved only to in- 
creafe his fulpicion, and defire of knowing the 
truth, acknowledged that he had loft fome mo- 
ney overnight at cards, to a gamefter, who had 
been fo impertinent as to fend a meflage, de- 
manding it that morning, though he had told the 
fellow, it would not fu't him to pay it imme- 
diately. The father, who was a man of honour, 
reproached him with gre:t feverity for his profli- 
gate behaviour in general, and this f{candalous 
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debt in particular, which be believed to be fome 
trifle, and giving him a bank note for five hun- 
dred pounds, commanded him to go and dif- 
charge it, without lofs of time. This well-prin- 
cipled heir took the money, but inftead of waiting 
upon his creditor, he forthwith repaired to the 
gaming-houfe, in hopes of retrieving his lofs ; 
and before he rofe from the table, faw his note 
mortgaged for feven eighths of its value, 

Mean while, Pickle, incenfed at the treatment 
which his fervant had received, and informed of 
his lordfhip’s fecond lofs, which aggravated his 
refentment, determined to preferve no medium ; 
and taking out a writ that fame day, put it im- 
mediately in execution upon the body of his 
debtor, juft as he ftepp'd into his chair, at the 
door of White’s Chocolate-houfe. The pri- 
foner being naturally fierce and haughty, at- 
tempted to draw upon the bailiffs, who difarmed 
him in a twinkling ; and this effort ferved only 
to heighten his difgrace, which was witnefled by a 
thoufand people, moft of whom laughed very hear- 
tily, at the adventure of a lord’s being arrefted. 

Such a public tranfa€tion could not long efcape 
the knowledge of his father, who (that very day) 
had the fatisfaction to hear that his fon was in a 
fpunging-houfe. In confequence of this informa- 
tion, he fent his {teward to learn the particulars of 
the arreft, and was equally offended, furprized, 
and concerned, when he underftood the nature 
of the debt, which he imagined his fon had al- 
ready difcharged. Unwilling to pay fuch a con- 
fiderable fum for a fpendthrift, whom he had but 
too much indulged, and who in lefs than one 
week might involve himfelf in fuch another dif- 


ficulty, the old gentkeman wrote a letter to Pe- 
regrine, 
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regrine, reprefenting what a hardfhip it would be 
upon him to forfeit fuch fums by the indifcretion 
of a fon, whofe engagements he was not bound 
to fulfil, and defiring fome mitigation in his de- 
mand, as it was not a debt contracted for value 
received, but incurred without fubjeCting him 
to the leaft damage or inconvenience. 

Our adventurer no fooner received this letter, 
than he went in perfon to wait upon the author, 
to whom he, in a candid manner, related the 
particular circumftances of the match, together 
with the ingratitude and audacity of his fon, which 
he owned had ftimulated him to fuch meafures as 
he, otherwife, would have fcorned to take. The 
nobleman acknowledged, that the revenge was 
hardly adequate to the provocation, and con- 
demned the conduét of his fon with fuch juftice 
and integrity, as difarmed Peregrine of his re- 
fentment, and difpofed him to give an undoubted 
proof of his own difintereftednefs, which he im- 
mediately exhibited, by producing the note, and 
tearing it to pieces, after having affured his lord- 
fhip, that the writ fhould be withdrawn, and the 
prifoner difcharged before night. 

The earl, who perfectly well underftood the 
value of money, and was no ftranger to the cha- 
racters of mankind, ftood amazed at this facrifice 
which Pickle protefted was offered by his cfteem 
for his lurdfhip; and after having complimented 
him upon his generofity, in a very uncommon 
ftrain of encomium, bege’d the favour of his ac- 
quaintance, and infifted upon his dining wi h him 
next day. The youth, proud of having met 
with fuch an opportunity to diftingu:fh himfelf, 
in lefs than an hour performed every article of his 
promife ; and in the morning was Vifi:ed by the 
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debtor, who came, by the exprefs order of his 
father, to thank him for the obligation under 
which he was laid, and afk pardon for the offence 
he had given. 

This condefcenfion was very glorious for our 
hero, who gratioufly received his fubmiffion, 
and accompanied him to dinner, where he was 
carefled by the old earl with marks of partici lar 
affection and efteem. Nor was his gratitude con- 
fined to exterior civility ; he offered him the ufe 
of his intereft at court, which was very power- 
ful, and repeated his defire of ferving him fo 
preffingly, that Peregrine thought he could not 
difpenfe with the opportunity of affiting his ab- 
fent friend Godfrey, in whofe behalf he begg’d 
the influence of his lordfhip. | 

The earl, pleafed with this requeft, which 
was another proof of the young gentleman’s be- 
nevolence, faid, he would not fail to pay the ut- 
moft regard to his recommendation ; and in fix 
weeks a Captain’s commiffion was actually figned 
for the brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably 
{urprized at the intimation he received from the 
war- office, though he was utterly ignorant of the 
canal through which he obtained that promotion. 


CHAP. XCIUI. 


Peregrine is celebrated as awit and patron, and 


proceeds to entertain bimfelf at the expence of 
whom it did concern, 


N the mean time, Peregrine flourifhed in the 
gay fcenes of life, and (as I have already 
obferved) had divers opportunities of profiting in 
the way of marriage, had not his ambition bees_ 
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a little too inordinate, and his heart ftill biaffed 
by a paflion, which all the levity of youth could 
not balance, nor all the pride of vanity overcome. 
Nor was our hero unmarked in the world of let- 
ters and tafte: he had fignalized himfelf in fe- 
veral poetical productions, by which he had ac- 
quired a good fhare of reputation; not that the 
‘pieces were fuch as ought to have done much ho- 
nour to his genius; but any tolerable perfor- 
mance from a perfon of his figure and fuppofed 
fortune, will always be confidered, by the bulk of 
readers, as an inftance of aftonifhing capacity ; 
though the very fame production, ufhered into 
the world with the name of an author in lefs 
affluent circumftances, would be juftly difregarded 
and defpifed ; fo much is the opinion of moft peo- 
ple influenced and over-awed by ridiculous con- 
fiderations. 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was no 
fooner diftinguifhed as an author, than he was 
marked out as a patron, by all the ftarving retainers 
to poetry : he was folemnized in odes, celebrated 
In epigrams, and fed with the milk of foft dedica- 
tion. His vanity even relifhed this incenfe; and 
though his reafon could not help defpifing thofe 
that offered it, not one of them was fent away, 
unowned by his munificence. He began to think 
himfelf, in good earneft, that fuperior genius 
which their flattery had defcribed ; he cultivated 
acquaintance with the wits of fafhion, and even 
compofed in fecret a number of bons mots, which 
he uttered in company as the impromptu’s of his 
Imagination. In this praCtice indeed, he imitated 
fome of the moft renowned geniufes of the age, 
who (if the truth were known) have laboured in 
fecret, with the {weat of their brows, for many a 
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repartee which they have vended as the imme- 
diate production of fancy and expreffion. He was 
fo fuccefsful in this exercife of his talents, that 
his fame actually came in competition with that of 
a great man, who had long fat at the helm of 
wit ; and in a.dialogue that once happened be- 
tween them, on the fubject of a cork-fcrew, 
wherein the altercation was difcharged (according 
to Bayes) flap for flap, dafh for dafh, our hero 
was judged to have the better of his lordfhip, by 
fome of the minor fatellrtes, that commonly fur- 
round and reflect the rays of fuch mighty lumi- 
Naries. 

In a word, he dipped himfelf fo far in thefe li- 
terary amufements, that he took the management 
of the pit into his direction, putting himfelf at 
the head of thofe critics who call themfelves the 
town; and in that capacity chaftifed feveral play- 
ers, who had been rendered infolent and refrac- 
tory by unmerited fuceefs. As for the new pro- 
ductions of the flage, though generally unfpirited — 
and infipid, they always enjoyed the benefit of his 
influence and proteétion ; becaufe he never difliked 
the performance fo much as he fympathized with 
-the poor author, who ftood behind the fcenes in 
the moft dreadful fufpence, trembling, as it were, 
‘on the very brink of damnation: yet, though he 
extended his generofity and compaffion to the 
humble and needy, he never let flip one oppor- 
tunity of mortifying villainy and arrogance. Had 
the executive power of the legiflature been vefted 
in him, he would have doubtlefs devifed ftrange 
fpecies of punifhment for all offenders againft hu- 
manity and decorum ; but, reftricted as he was, 
he employed his invention in fubjecting them to 


the ridicule and contempt of their fellow: fubycc™ 
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It was with that view he fet on foot the fcheme 
of conjuration, which was ftill happily carried on, 
and made ufe of the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwallader ; though he fometimes converted this 
advantage to the purpofes of gallantry, being (as 
the reader may have perceived) of a very amorous 
eomplexion. He not only aétcd the retormer, or 
rather the caftigator, in the fafhionable world, but 
alfo exercifed his talents among the inferior clafs 
ef people, who chanced to incur his d.fpk afure. 

Being one day infulted by a couple of chair- 
men, who demanded more than their fare, he 
took particular notice of their number; and next 
day, Pipes, being dreffed in one of his old fuits, 
went by his direction to a coffee-houfe near their 
ftand, after he had loaded himfelf with an addi- 
tional weight, amounting to an hundred pounds 
at Jeaft; and calling the fame individual partners 
who had affronted his mafter, he took pofleffion 
of their chair, and ordered them to carry him te 
a place at the diftance of two long miles. The 
burthen was fo extracrdinary, that when they at- 
tempted to take him up, they imag'ned the ve- 
hicle was detained by fome crack or crevice of the 
pavement, and one of them actually went to difen- 
gage it; but finding it clear, he began a fong of 
imprecations upon his fare, who he {wore had got 
a backfide of block-tin ; but, being obliged to ac- 
complifh his undertaking, he bent his fhoulders 
once more to the load, bidding his comrade hift 
fair and be damn’d. ‘The tafk was not performed 
in filence ; while they ftaggered along, he curfed 
in a {train peculiar to himfelf, and in vain endea- 
voured to provoke the patient Pipes with oppro- 
brious language, hoping that he would either dif- 
mifs them from his fervice, or be fo incenfed at 

his 


eta coe os 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 297 


his abufe, as to proceed to manual chaftifement ; 
in which cafe, the fellow would have an oppor- 
tunity of gratifying his choler upon the author of 
his prefent grievance. Finding, however, that 
the gentleman bore his reproaches with the moft 
philofophic indifference, he loft all patience ; and 
being reftrained, by the fear of the law, from an 
affault upon his fare, he turned the ftream of his 
indignation upon his own partner, who, he al- 
ledged, did not bear his fhare of the burthen. 
This imputation created a difpute, which was 
maintained on both fides with fuch virulence of 
obloquy, as produced a quarrel, and mutual de- 
fiance to fingle combat, on the fpot. 

The chair was accordingly fet down, without 
ceremony, the antagonifts {tripped themfelves in 
a moment; and a fierce battle enfuing, Peregrine, 
who followed at a diftance, enjoyed the pleafure 
of feeing them both beaten almoft to jelly,. be- 
fore the conteft was determined. As for Pipes, 
he fat ftill, and viewed the engagement with great 
compofure ; and perceiving his carriers difabled 
by their mutual prowefs and perfeverance, opened 
the chair, and very deliberately walked home to 
his mafter’s lodging, where he difincumbcred him- 
felf of his load. 

A few days after the atchievement of this ex- 
ploit, one of our hero’s friends, who lodged at 
the houfe of an old peevifh puritanical widow, 
that kept an hofier’s fhop, was obliged to quit 
. his apartment at a minute’s warning, becaufe he 
had fcandalized the houfe, by treating a female 
coufin at fupper over-night. On this occafion, a 
great deal of {harp repartee had pafled between 
him and his landlady, who not only fubjeCted him 


to infinite inconvenience, from fuch a precipitate 
re- 
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removal, but had likewife given her tongue fuch 
difagreeable liberties, at his expence, that he 
vowed revenge, and now follicited the advice and 
affiftance of his friend. Pickle having inquired 
into the character of the delinquent, who was 
hated by her neighbours, for her infolent and 
fretful difpofition, undertook the caufe of his com- 
panion, to whom he dictated the following adver- 
tifement, which was immediately inferted in one 
of the news-papers: ‘* Any perfon pofleffed of a 
male black cat, with white feet, and a bufhy tail, 
not exceeding the age of two or three years, will 
find a purchafer, by carrying it to the fign of the 
kid near St. Fames’s.” 

The proje€tor and his affociate having obtained 
the promife of the publifher, that this intimation 
fhould appear next day, went early in the morn- 
ing to a public houfe, and occupying a room, 
the windows of which fronted the hofier’s door, 
fat with joyful expectation to fee the effect of 
their fcheme, which foon yielded them all the fa- 
tisfaction they could defire. ‘The fhop was no 
fooner opened, than it was furrounded by a great 
number of the Cannaille, who having heard the 
advertifement read in ale-houfes, came (each with 
a cat under his arm) in hopes of making an ad- 
vantageous bargain; for though many of them 
were too inconfiderable to produce fuch an ani- 
mal of their own property, they had made free 
with the firft cats they could pick up, and every 
one repaired with all poffible difpatch to the ap- 
pointed place, with a view of foreftalling the 
market ; fo that, in difputing the precedence, the 
whole crew went to loggerheads about the door, 
to the utter aftonifhment of the fhopkeeper, veho 
a conceive the meaning of fuch a congre- 
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Neverthelefs, fhe began to harangue them in 
her ufual ftile, which was not the mildeft fort of 
expoftulation ; and one of the multitude, who 
found means to detach himfelf from the general 
uproar and confufion, told her, he had brought 
a cat, which, he fuppofed, would anfwer the 
marks of her advertifement. ‘* Here, (faid he, 
prefenting the creature) look at him, miftrefs ;- 
Vl be damn’d if you ever faw a finer boar in 
your life. Do but mind his tufks and his tail ; 
his tail is for all the world like a fquirrel’s, and 
yet he’s no more than a kitten; I’m the fon of a © 
bitch, if he’s a day more than fix months old.” 
This addrefs, while it compleated her amaze- 
ment, kindled her rage to fuch a degree, that fhe 
fpit in his face, calling him a cat, anda rat, and: 
a rafcal; and fhutting the hatch, threatened the 
whole affembly with Bridewell and imprifonment, 
if they would not immediately difperfe. Herde- 
clamation was fo fhrill, as to command the at- 
tention of the whole audience, who finding their 
hopes fruftrated, and hearing themfelves fo bit- 
terly reviled, put an end to their own jars, and 
held a momentary conference ; in confequence of 
which, one of them was deputed to afk, whether 
or not fhe had advertifed fora black cat. Tohis 
queftion being anfwered in the negative, witha 
{tring of reproachful epithets, the interrogator ap- 
proaching the door, ‘* Why, ye bitch of Babel! 
(faid he) if you won’t give money for my cat, 
you fhall have him for love.”” With thefe words 
he threw it into the fhop, and retired ; while his 
brethren, in obedience to this fignal, lifted up 
their hands as one man, and like foldiers at the 
word of command, difcharged about forty cats at 
the fame inftant of timc, upon the confounded 
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hofier, who finding herfelf overwhelmed by fuch 
a number of animals, which fhe looked upon as 
fo many fiends fent to torment her,rran aghaft into 
the {treet with difmal outcries, imploring the af- 
fiftance of her neighbours, who (as well as our 
confederates) enjoyed her diftrefs ; and after hav- 
ing indulged their animofity, contributed their aid, 
in ridding her of fuch a dangerous annoyance. 
The next mifchievous plan that entered our 
hero’s imagination, was fuggefted by two adver- 
tifements publifhed in the fame paper, by perfons 
who wanted to borrow certain fums of money, 
for which they promifed to give undeniable fecu- 
rity. Peregrine, from the ftile and manner of 
both, concluded they were written by attornies, 
a fpecies of people for whom he entertained his 
uncle’s averfion: and in order to amufe himfelf, 
and fome of his friends, with their difappoint- 
ment, he wrote a letter figned A. B. to each ad- 
vertifer, according to the addrefs f{pecified in the 
news-paper, importing, that if he would come 
with his writings, to a certain coffee-houfe near 
the Temple, precifely at fix o’clock in the even- 
ing, he would find a perfon fitting in the right- 
hand box, next to the window, who would be 
glad to treat with him about the fubject of his ad- 
vertifement, and, fhould his fecurity be liked, 
would accommodate him with the fum which he 
wanted to raife. Before the hour of this double 
appointment, Pickle with his friend Cadwallader, 
and a few more gentlemen, to whom he had 
thought proper to communicate the plan, went to 
the coftee-houfe, and feated themfelves near the 
place that was deftined for their meeting. 
The hope of getting money had fuch an evident 
effet upon their punctuality, that one of them 
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arrived a confiderable time before the hour 3. and 
having reconnoitred the room, took his ftation: 
according to the direction he had received, fixing 
his eye upon a clock’ that ftood before him, and 
afking of the bar-keeper if it was not too flow. He 
had not remained in this pofture many minutes, 
when he was joined by a ftrange figure, that 


-waddled into the room, with a bundle of papers in 


his bofom, and the fweat running over his nofe. 
Seeing a man in the box to which he had been 


- dire€ted, he took it for granted he was the lender 5 


and as foon as he could recover his breath, which 
‘was almoft exhaufted by the difpatch he had made, 
<* Sir, (faid he) I prefume you are the gentleman 
I was to meet, about that loan.”’ Here he: 
‘was interrupted by the other, who eagerly se- 
plied, ** A. B. Sir, I fuppofe.” ‘* The fame, 
(cried the laft comer) I was afraid I fhould be 
too late; for I was detained beyond my expecta- 
tion, by a nobleman in the other end of the 
town, that wants to mortgage a fmall trifle of his. 
eftate, about a thoufand a year; and my watch 
happens to be in the hands of the maker, having 
met with an accident a few nights ago, which fet 
it alleep. But howfomever, there’s no time loft, 
and I hope this affair will be tranfacted to the fa- 
tisfaction of us both. For my own part, I love: 
to do good offices myfelf, and therefore I expect 
nothing but what is fair and honeft of other 
people.” 
- His new friend was exceedingly comforted by 
this declaration, which he confidered as a happy: 
omen of his fuccefs; and the hope of s.ngering 
the cafh operated vifibly in his countenance, 
while he expreffed his fatisfa€tion at meeting with. 
a perfon of fuch candour and humanity. ‘* The 
‘Vor, IIL, | P plea- 
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pleafure (faid he) of dealing with an eafy confcien- 
‘tious man, is, in my:opinion, fuperior to that of 
touching all the money upon earth; for what joy 
_ “can be compared with what a generous miad 
“feels, in befriending its fedow-creatures ?) I was 
‘never fo happy in my lifes as at. one time, in 
Jenne fivehundred pounds to a worthy gentleman 
tin dittrefs, without infifting upon rigid fecurity. | 
ur, one may eafily diftinguifh an upright man by 
‘hs countenanee. for example how, I think I 
‘could take your word for ten thdufand. pounds.” 
The other. with great: joy protefted, that he was 
"right'in his conjecture, and returned the compl- 
- ment a -thoufand fold: by which means, the ex- 
‘pectation of both was wound up toa very inter- 
efting pitch ; and both, at the fame inftant, be- 
gan to produce their papers, in the untying 
which, their hands fhook with: tranfpests of. ea- 
- gernefs and impatience ; while their eyes were fo 
-mtent upon. their.work, that they did not per- 
ceive the occupation of each other.- 
At length, one of them, ha\mg got. the far 
of the other, and unrolled feverah fkins of mufty 
parchment, directed his view to the employment 
of his friend ; and feeing him fumbling at his 
hundle; afked if that was a blank bond and cén- 
~veyancey which he had brought along: with. him. 
The other, without lifting vp his eyes, or de- 
“fitting from. his endeavours. to loofe..the- knot, 
-which by -this time he had applied to his teeth, 
‘atffwered this queftion in.the negative, obferving, 
~ that the papers in his hand were-the fecurity> which 
"he propoféd to give for che money.e: 2.) 255 
\_ This-teply-convested the looks ef the imquirer 
‘into a ftare. of infini'e-ftolidity, accompanied with 
the word, Anan? which he pronounced in a tone 
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of fear and aftonifhment. The other, alarmed 


‘at this note, caft bis eyes towards the fuppofed 
lender; and was in a moment infected by his af- 


pect. All the exultation of hope that {parkled in 


- their eyes,--was- now fucceeded by difappointment 
and difmay ; and while they gazed ruefully at 


each other, their features were gradually elon- 
gated, like the tranfient. curls of a Middle-row 


- periwig. -- , 
‘.. This emphatic filence was, however, broke 
“by the: laft comer, who, in a faultering accent, 


defired the other to-recolle&t the contents of his 
letter. -¢*-Of your-letter !’’ cried the firft, putting 
into his hand the advertifement. he had received 
from Pickle ; which he had no fooner perufed, 


than he produced his own, for the fatisfaction of 


the other party : fo that another gloomy paufe 
enfued, at the end of which, each uttered a pro- 
found figh, or rather groan, and rifing up, fneak’d 
off, without farther communication; he who © 
feemed to be the moft afflifed of the two, taking 
his departure, with an exclamation of ** Hum- 
‘bugged, egad!” - ce 

- Such were the-amufements of. our. hero, tho’ 
they did nut engrofs his whole time, fome part 
of which..was dedicated to nocturnal riots and re- 
-vels, among a fet-of young noblemen, who had 
denounced war againft temperance, ceconomy, 
and. common fenfe,- and: were indeed the devoted 
fons of tumult,- wafte,. and prodigality. Not 
that Peregrine selifhed thofe fcenes, which were 
a fucceffion of abfurd extravagance, devoid of 37% 
true fpirit, tafte, or enjoyment : but, his vanity 
prompted: bim- to: mingle: with thofe who ‘were 
intitled the: choice fpirits of the age ; and his dif- 
pofition was fo pliable, Seid adapt itfelf eafily to 
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the meafures of his company, where he had not 
influence enough to aé& in the capacity of director. 
‘Their rendezvous was at a certain tavern, which 
might be properly ftiled the temple of excefs, 
where they left the choice of their fare to the 
difcretion of the landlord, that they might tave 
themfelves the pains of exercifing their own rea- 
fon; and, in order to avoid the trouble of ad- 
jufting the bill, ordered the waiter to declare how 
much every individual muft pay, without fpeci- 
fying the articles of the charge ; and this propor~ 
tion generally amounted to two guineas per head 
for each dinner and fupper, and frequently ex- 
ceeded that fum; of which the landlord durft 
not abate, without running the rifque of having 
his nofe flit for his moderation. 

But this was a puny expence, compared with 
that which they often incurred, by the damage 
done to the furniture and fervants, in the mad~ 
nefs of their intoxication, as well as the Jofs they 
fuftained at hazard, an amufement to which all 
of them had recourfe, in the progrefs of their 
debauches. This elegant diverfion was intro- 
duced, encouraged, and promoted by a crew of 
rapacious fharpers, who had made themfelves ne- 
ceffary companions. to this hopeful. generation, 


by the talents of pimping and buffoonery: and. 


though they were univerfally known, even by 
thofe they preyed upon, to have no other means 
of earning their livelihood, than the moft in» 
famous and fraudulent practices, they were ca- 


refled and courted by thefe infatuated.dupes, when. 


a man of honour, who would not join in their 
excefles, would have been treated. with the ut- 
moft indignity and contempt, 


‘Though. 
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Though Peregrine, in his heart, detefted thofe 
abandoned courfes, and was a profefled enemy to 
the whole fociety of gamefters, whom he con- 
-fidered, and always treated as the foes of human 
kind, he was infenfibly accuftomed to licentious 
riot, and even led imperceptibly into play by 
thofe cormorants, who are no lefs dangerous in 
the art of cheating, than by their confummate 
fkill in working upon the paffions of unwary 
youth. They are, for the moft part, naturally 
cool, phlegmatic and crafty, and by a long habit 
of diffimulation, have gained an abfolute domi- 
nion over the hafty paffions of the heart ; fo that 
they engage with manifeft advantage over the im= 
patience and impetuofity of a warm, undefigning 
temper, like that of our young gentleman, who, 
when he was heated with wine, mifled by ex- 
ample, invited on one hand, and defied on the 
other, forgot all his maxims of caution and foe 
briety, and plunging into the reigning folly of 
the place, had frequent occafions to moralize in the: 
morning, upon the lofs of the preceding night. 

Thefe penitential reflections were attended with 
many laudable refolutions of profiting by the ex- 
pence which he had fo dearly purchafed ; but he’ 
was one of thofe philofophers, who always put. 
off, till another day, the commencement of their: 
reformations. , 
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